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PENTECOST: GOD’S SPIRIT POURED UPON THE CHURCH 
 The church is having a birthday!    

June 5 - Day of Pentecost,  
 the birth of the church,  
  and the celebration of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Worship on Pentecost is the great climax of the Easter-Pentecost season, for on this day we realize 
and remember the fullness of God’s promise in Jesus Christ, which has been the theme 
throughout Lent, Holy Week, and Easter.  The worship service should focus as a witness to God who has “poured out his 
Spirit upon all flesh” (Acts 2:17). 
 
Pentecost is believed to be the oldest festival in the church, dating back to the first century.  The early Christians 
adapted the Jewish Feast of Weeks, which occurs 50 days after the Passover, commemorating Hebrew freedom from 
Egyptian bondage and the giving of the Ten Commandments to Moses.  Today, among Christian churches, Pentecost is 
most often celebrated 50 days after Easter, 10 days after the Ascension (see Acts 1:6-11). 
 
The story of Pentecost comes from Acts 2:1-42, as 120 worshipers, including the disciples, were fasting and praying in an 
upper room in Jerusalem.  The Holy Spirit descended upon them in a violent rushing 
wind.  Small flames of fire rested upon their heads, and they began to speak other 
languages.  As crowds came to investigate the commotion, the apostle Peter spoke to 
them about Jesus and exhorted them to repent.  From the crowd of Jews and converts, 
three thousand heard his message, were baptized, and became followers of Jesus. 
 
Pentecost is a time of renewal for Christian believers.  Through studying the story of 
Pentecost, many seek and pray for spiritual gifts for the church during this time of holy 
celebration.  There is a renewed focus on evangelism, empowerment from the Holy 
Spirit, deeper intimacy with God, and fellowship.  For Christians, the celebration of 
Pentecost imparts faith, hope, a sharing of community, and an awareness of a purpose 
much greater than us. 
 Indeed, Pentecost Sunday is a day to celebrate hope, a hope born by the knowledge that God through the Holy 
Spirit is at work in the church.  The church’s birthday calls us to consider our purpose, mission, and work as God’s 
people.  Yet this calling is not a sober reflective time, (remember we did that in Lent), but rather a grand and glorious 
gathering with smiles and laughter and praises to God!                     By Bob Winstead, pastor - North Georgia Conference of the UMC 

 
Let’s have a party!
  
  

     

P.S.  Wear something RED and bring a Red Flower to plant next to 
the church sign after worship!  After the plantings, we will 
celebrate in Fellowship Hall with birthday desserts!   
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MICHIGAN ANNUAL CONFERENCE – JUNE 1-4 

WE ARE BACK IN PERSON! 
 The Commission on The Annual Conference Session is pleased to announce the return to an in-person gathering 
at the Grand Traverse Resort this year. 
 Annual Conference will be slightly shorter this year, starting with Clergy Session on Wednesday, June 1 at 3:00 
pm (Clergy and BOM only). Conference Opening Worship and Memorial Service for all members begins Thursday, June 2 
at 1:00 pm. and Annual Conference concludes at 5:00 pm Saturday, June 4.   
 
PLAYING IT SAFE 
 The Commission on the Annual Conference Session is consulting with public health and medical professionals to 
create the safest environment possible for Annual Conference. Those attending as members will be required to be fully 
vaccinated OR have a Negative PCR test result within 48 hours prior to arrival and wear a medical-grade mask when not 
actively eating or drinking.   
  
THURSDAY, JUNE 2ND  

• The Michigan Conference is thrilled to welcome Carrie Newcomer for a special private concert for our 
members.   The event will be followed by a reception to meet the artist.  Born in Dowagiac, Michigan, Carrie 
Newcomer is a singer, songwriter, author, and speaker. Over her career, she has produced 19 solo CDs and has 
received numerous awards for her music and charitable activities.  Her songwriting has impressed the likes 
of Billboard, USA Today, and Rolling Stone, which wrote that she “asks all the right questions.” Newcomer is a 
frequent collaborator with numerous authors, academics, philosophers, and musicians, including Alison Krauss, 
Jill Bolte Taylor, Philip Gulley, Scott Russell Sanders, Rabbi Sandy Sasso, Barbara Kingsolver, and Parker J. Palmer.  

The concert will require proof of full vaccination or a negative COVID test no less than 48-hours prior to enter the concert.  You will be required to 
wear a mask over your mouth and nose during the concert. 

  

• Rev. Dr. Ron Bell is Guest Preacher and Teacher 
Ron Bell is both a pastor and author. He is the senior pastor of Camphor Memorial UMC and a 
regular guest columnist for the Saint Paul Monitor. He has written articles for The Upper Room, 
UMNews.org and has published articles in the Minnesota Coalition for Death Education and 
Support quarterly journal among other publications. Two of his most popular books both deal with 
his work with grief and trauma: Is There Space for Me Embracing Grief through Art, and his latest 
book: The Four Promises Journeying through Past and Present Trauma. Ron is married to Dr. Eboni 
M. Bell, and they have two sons.  Ron has a bachelor’s degree in Philosophy from Morgan State 
University, a master’s degree in Theology from Regent University School of Divinity, a doctorate 

degree in Ministry from Lancaster Theological Seminary, and has done his certification work for trauma response at 
Rutgers University School of Social Work. Ron is an ordained Elder in the United Methodist Church and a proud member 
of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.  
  

• Derrick Scott III Returns as Laity Event Teacher 
Derrick Scott was last year's Laity Event keynote, and his enthusiasm for lay ministry has 
spilled over to 2022.  
Derrick has been invited to join us in person as the Laity Event teacher for 2022. Derrick is the 
Executive Director and United Methodist Campus Minister for the Campus to City Wesley 
Foundation in Jacksonville and St. Augustine, Fl. He has been leading ministry to college 
students and young adults for more than 18 years. He is passionate about raising up a new 
generation of leaders and laborers who will live as disciples of Jesus Christ to transform the 
world.  Derrick has an undergraduate degree in history, is a Cicerone Certified Beer Server, and 
a textbook introvert. He loves eating sushi, flying on Delta, pouring craft beer, nerding out 

over accounting, talking theology, and taking care of his Chihuahua-mix dog Winston and Bengal cat Julian. Most 
importantly, he hates mayonnaise. 
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EUMC’s Paper Pantry sees use growing 
The Paper Pantry at EUMC is in its third month of operation and beginning to see a regular clientele, serving about 30 
clients each month.  We have been opening on the fourth Tuesday of each month from 5:00 to 6:30 as a supplement to 
the Food Pantry located in Glen Lake Community Reformed Church in Burdickville. Products offered are Personal 
Hygiene items (soap, toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner, razors, etc.) and household Items (toilet paper, tissues, paper 
towels, laundry and dish detergent). 
  
If you’d like to help out, we are in need of all of these things, but this month especially: 
Men’s razors and shaving cream  Paper towels 
Laundry Detergent    All-purpose Household cleaner 
  
For your reference here’s a list of those things that we are collecting and distributing: 

 
Personal Hygiene 

[   ] Bath/hand soap          1 bar [orig wrapping] 
[   ] Lotion                                   1 sm container [sealed] 
[   ] Toothbrush                          1 [sealed pkg] 
[   ] Toothpaste            1 tube [sealed pkg] 
[   ] Floss                                      1 pkg  [sealed pkg] 
[   ] Shampoo                           1 bottle [sealed] 
[   ] Conditioner                      1 bottle [sealed] 
[   ] Deodorant                           1 container [sealed] 
[   ] Tampons                              1 box  [sealed pkg] 
[   ] Fem. Hygiene Pads             1 box  [sealed pkg] 
[   ] Panty liners                          1 box  [sealed pkg] 
[   ] Incontinence Protection 1 box  pads [sealed pkg] 
[   ] Razors                                   1 pkg [disposable] 
[   ] Shaving cream                     1 sm can [sealed] 

Household 

[   ] Toilet paper     1   4-pack 
[   ] Tissues                              1    box 
[   ] Paper Towels                   1    roll          
[   ] Laundry detergent          1   [25 loads] bottle [sealed 

 
Please remember that we’d like to have 
distributable and unbroken packages (i.e. a 4-
pack of toilet paper is preferred over a 
package of 48).  We thank you in advance for 
your help!  If you have any questions, please 
contact me!   Jim Sorbie, chair 

 

  
 

 

THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY  
Resumes June 9 @ 2:30 PM  
• The Book of Matthew 
June 9 Session:  Be prepared with Chapters 17-19.   
All are invited to attend these sessions.  Please contact Tom Petersen for a 
study book and join by ZOOM or in-person in Fellowship Hall. 

 
 

Jesus replied: "`Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. '  
... And the second is like it: `Love your neighbor as yourself. '   Matthew 22:37-39 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS!        
     
      Class of 2022  
 
     GRADUATES 
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  JUNE  – Wesley at 
Central MI University 

 
The United Methodist Church has a long-
standing commitment to serving students on 
the college and university campuses of the 
world. "Wesley" is the statewide name for 

United Methodist campus ministries approved by the Conference Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry. 
Wesleys share common threads:  Working in the Wesleyan tradition; An investment in community and in leadership 
development;  Working together to share the strengths of each community; and Openness to all students, without 
discrimination based on race, religion, ethnicity, sex, gender identity, or sexual orientation.  Wesleys bring together 
clergy and students moving through a pivotal time of life.   

     Donations may be mailed to: Empire United Methodist Church 
 Attn: JUNE – Wesley @ CMU - Mission of the Month 

     PO Box 261, Empire 49630     

 

 
 
     

                                  

 

CARE GIVERS      

GROUP  MEETINGS  
June 1   11:00 AM   
June 15  11:00 AM 
June 29  11:00 AM 
 

 
 

PAPER 
PANTRY 

 

4TH TUESDAY 
OF THE MONTH 

 

JUNE 28 
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Empire Unit – Northern Waters District  
June 6 - 11:00 AM   Monthly Meeting 
                Program                Business meeting 
 
 
 

 Marty Miller in Concert   
 July 31 – Johnson Park 
                Can You Help? 
 

EUMC will hold a community concert and cook-out 
at Johnson Park on July 31 at 5:00 PM with Marty 
Miller.  We need your support and participation in 
preparing for this community event.  See Pastor for 
more information.  Check emails, announcements 
and our website, too! 

      Blessings, Pastor Melody 

 

WIND DAMAGE at EUMC 
One of our huge spruce trees on the east side of the church blew down in a windstorm mid-May.  The tree fell 
between the church, our next-door neighbor on the corner of Michigan St. 
and M22 and our sign.  It cost $1,600 to remove the tree, trim the remaining 
spruce tree next to Michigan Street and remove the stump. Insurance does 
not cover the cost of removal.  Other than a few shingles that blew off the 
roof, we fared fairly well.  The apartment complex across the street on 
Michigan St. had several trees blow down, without any apparent damage to 
the buildings.   No other damage in the village was determined. 

 

† 
The Church encourages individuals and small groups 

to remember those on our prayer list 
during prayer time. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL  
MEETING MINUTES – May 1, 2022 
Present:  Pastor Melody and Denny Olin, Sandy Mallory, Roger & Beth Noonan, Kay Wilcox, Aggie Wilson, 
Jim & Kay Coombs, Roy Pentilla, Roger & Carol Merillat, Jean Petersen, Jim Sorbie 
    The meeting was called to order by Sandy Mallory at 10:55 AM. 
Pastor Melody opened the meeting with a prayer. 
    Roger Noonan made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 3, 2022 meeting. Second by Aggie 
Wilson.  APPROVED 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

Sound System update:  It’s done! It was more complicated than anticipated and the bill was over $1,000. Denny applied for a 
district grant; we received $600 to help offset the cost. 
Pancake Breakfast to benefit the Ukraine:  Total amount raised was $5,201.23 
Easter Egg Hunt:  It was a cold and snowy day, but it went well, and the kids had a fun time, as well as the adults. Fourteen children 
participated in three different age groups. Lexi Aylsworth helped with registration. 
July 31, 2022 Summer Concert:  Marty Miller and his wife Jan will be performing starting at 5:00 PM.  There will be a hot dog and 
brat roast during the concert, public welcome. 
 
TEAM REPORTS: 
Pastor:  Pastor Melody attended the Empire Lions Club pancake breakfast last Sunday. She also attended the EACC meeting at Art's. 
The garage door at the parsonage has been installed and the generator has been delivered.  Waiting for installation by contractor. 
Pastor Melody will not be at church next Sunday and Tom Peterson will be preaching for her.  She will be visiting her mother 
downstate to celebrate Mother's Day. She will be participating in a clergy retreat on Monday, May 9 until Wednesday, May 11 at 
Lake Louise.  There is a virtual meeting May 24-26 about the annual conference. Annual conference will be held June 1 thru  June 4. 
Denny is going as he will be doing "Grace Patrol."  The Empire Asparagus Festival will be held on June 4th and Anchor Day is 
scheduled for July 16th with a parade to begin at 2:00 PM. 
Pastor Melody is still working on VBS and isn’t sure about the date. 
Finance:      Roy Pentilla gave the treasurer's report. 2022 GENERAL FUND as of: April 30, 2022 - Income $32,774; Expenses - 
$41,287; Net Income -$8,513.  2022 General Fund Monthly Income required: $11,645.  Pastor Melody asked if we have been paying 
our apportionments. Roy said no but will pay them when we have more income. 
Trustees:   There was a yard clean-up at the church yesterday done by volunteers from the church. Harrigers did the yard  clean-up 
at the parsonage and did an excellent job. Jean Peterson suggested that we have Harrigers do the clean-up at the church too next 
year.  Tim Egeler will work on the parsonage roof. The bid for it was $10,000. Molon will be working on the street and talked to us 
about the parking lot.  They will grind up the parking lot pavement and raise up the level of the parking lot. We are waiting for a bid 
from them. The funds for this project will come out of the Bates Fund. Several trees need to be removed and Jean Peterson is calling 
for bids. Money for this project will also come out of the Bates Fund.  Next meeting:  June 12 after worship.  
Worship & Nurture:  Appreciation treat bags were delivered around Empire to the fire department, the banks, library, post 
office, pharmacy and more. Treats in the bags included cookies, candy, water and note pads. The bags were appreciated! 
United Women of Faith:  Meeting tomorrow at 11:00 with the Lion's Club dinner at 6:00 p.m. They are making lemon pies in the 
morning.  There will be a diaper drive for Sandy Flack's grandson due to arrive in May.            (Continued next page)   
Missions:  The May mission of the month is the Glen Lake Student Assistance Fund. Jim Sorbie stated that the paper pantry is 
growing and served 10-12 families last Tuesday. He said that $170 was spent to replenish materials for the pantry. The next Paper 
Pantry will be held on Tuesday, May 24 from 5:00 - 6:30 PM. 
Outreach: Caregivers meetings are May 4 & May 18 @ 11:00 a.m.  There are seven members in this group with two of them being 
from the community. 
 
Other Business: The Michigan Annual Conference will be held June 1-2 and can be done online through the church.  Check the May 
issue of The Beacon for details on how to donate to Annual Conference missions.  
 

Next Meeting: After worship on June 5. [CANCELLED 5/31/22]  Next meeting – July 10! 
ADJOURNMENT:  Motion by Kay Wilcox to adjourn. Second by Kay Coombs. Meeting adjourned at 11:25 AM. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Beth Noonan, Recording Secretary 
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MONTHLY CALENDAR 

 

1ST Sunday of every month         Holy Communion served   
“Take communion as often as you can.  It is food  for the journey.”     
    All are welcome! 
Leelanau Area Food Pantry Collection -  Donations of canned goods and packaged 

food are collected for the Leelanau Area Food Pantry.  The pantry is always in need of volunteers.  Please 
contact Elaine Pentilla  for more information.   
 

1st Sunday of the month    Administrative Council meets after worship!   (June 5 meeting cancelled) 

               Your participation and service are appreciated!  
 1st Monday of the month  11:00 AM       United Women of Faith      Fellowship Hall 
 4th Tuesday of the month Paper Pantry June 28    5:00 PM – 6:30 PM 

 

MISSION OF THE MONTH Offering – Throughout the month, currency and coins may dropped in the tin 

buckets on the tables at the back of the sanctuary. The “Mission of the Month” offering helps a wide variety of charities 
and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for local families in need). Global, Conference and local charities are selected 
throughout the year for this offering.  If you have any suggestions or questions regarding selections, please contact Jim 
Sorbie, chair of the Missions Team. 
 
 

 
Your church needs you!  If you want to sing in the choir, usher, serve as a host, work with 
the tech team or find some other way to serve your church – We Need You! NOW!  Ask 
the pastor how you might be able to help, including sending out cards or making phone 

calls to people on the church prayer list.  Don't wait for someone to ask you to use 
your God-given gifts. Offer yourself in service to your church.  
 
 

 
 

 
          

HOSTS: Kay Coombs    June 5 
   Sandi Flack  June 12 
   Meredith Goodrick June 19 

      Sandy Mallory  June 26 
 

 COUNTERS:        USHERS: 
 June 5   Gerri Sorbie, Tom Petersen   Sandi Flack, Trevor Flack 
 June 12  Jan Lyon, Beth Noonan    Jean & Tom Petersen 
 June 19  Barb Smith, Sandy Mallory   Tim Egeler & Jim Dorsey 
 June 26  Kay Coombs, Gerri Sorbie   Pete & Sandy Mallory 
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                  EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
PO Box 261 - 10050 Michigan Street 
        Empire  MI  49630       
       TO: 
 
Rev. Melody Olin, Pastor 

(231) 326-5510  
Cell: (989) 560-1667              
empireumc@gmail.com 
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church     
Website: www.empiremiumc.org 

Serving as the Hands & Feet of Christ 
138 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2022 
The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH.  Our mailing address: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street, 
Empire, MI 49630.  231.326.5510  www.empireumc@gmail.com. 
Information and items for publication must be received at the church 
office by the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to hear others, 
share in God’s truths, join in worship, and celebrate in the Joy of God’s 
grace.”  
                                                   SUNDAYS  
10:00 AM Worship Service 
7:00 PM  AA Group 
 

(4th TUESDAY of the month) 
5:00-6:30 PM Paper Pantry  
 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office    OPEN 
10:00 AM  Worship Team (1ST Monday of the month) 

 
WEDNESDAYS 

9:00-1:00  Church Office  OPEN 
8:00 PM  NA Group 
 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office  CLOSED 
2:30 PM  Bible Study   

CHECK EMAIL – FACEBOOK - WEBSITE  
FOR CURRENT INFORMATION 
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