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Hunting Easter Eggs at Johnson Park 

   
Despite gusty wind, snowflakes in the air and 29-degree temperature, some very hearty kids from the area went on the Empire 
Easter Egg Hunt (April 16) hosted by Empire Area Community Center and Empire United Methodist Church.  Divided into age groups, 
the children spent about an hour filling their baskets with eggs containing candy and prizes, and then proceeded to help volunteers 
pick up all that were left on the ground.  Lots of fun, but very chilly! 
 
 
 

Appreciation Gift Bags Distributed 
  Our appreciation goes to the community fire 
fighters, EMTs,  medical personnel, employees of 
local banks and the Glen Lake Library for services 
performed during the past two years! Their out-
standing work during the pandemic provided a little 
bit of “normalcy” … every day!  Thank you from 
EUMC. 

  The worship team filled insulated lunch bags 
with items to express our thanks and were delivered 
in time for May Day! 
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Ready! Set! Go get missional! 

5 ways to support mission during Michigan Annual Conference 
June 1-2, 2022 

 

Traditional Offering 

The traditional opening worship offering will benefit our covenant partners, The Methodist Church of 
Haiti and The Liberia Annual Conference. Bishop Bard has designated a 10% tithe of the Annual 
Conference Offering to provide humanitarian assistance to the Ukrainian people through UMCOR 

International Disaster Relief and Recovery.  
  
 Haiti: Haitian Assets for Peace International (Advance #3020490) will receive 45% of 
the total offering.  The Michigan Haiti Covenant Partnership invites support for the work 
in Mizak (South Central Haiti).  HAPI empowers women and girls by providing health 
services through the Star Right program, providing maternity care, and vocational   

training to alleviate poverty and save lives. 
 

 Liberia: Bishop Judith Craig Children's Village in Liberia Advance 
#11820A) will receive 45% of the total offering. The funds provide basic 
needs, education, counseling and healthcare to orphaned children. 
 
 UMCOR International Disaster Response and Recovery: will receive 
the Bishop’s Tithe of 10% of the total offering which 
provides humanitarian assistance to the Ukrainian 
people in the wake of the Russian invasion of their 

country through Advance #982450, UMCOR International Disaster Response and 
Recovery. This fund will provide direct assistance to those in Ukraine as well as assistance to 
Ukrainians fleeing to neighboring countries. 

  
Donate by check: Please make your check payable to "Michigan 
Conference" noting "AC Offering" in the memo line. Bring your check to 
Opening Worship on Thursday, June 2, or mail your check to: Michigan 
Conference Center North, 1161 E. Clark Rd., Suite 212, DeWitt, MI 48820 
Donate online: Pay with debit or credit card via PayPal. Offerings received 

via PayPal cannot be credited toward church giving for this event.  
  
Other Giving Opportunities 
5K for Child Hunger Relief in Michigan: Walk, Run, Ride or Wag and raise money to relieve child 
hunger and food insecurity in Michigan.  Funds raised through registration or donation will be 
distributed to all counties in Michigan.  All participants get a T-shirt.  Running hats and pet bandanas 
are available, too.  
 
For more information about any of these giving opportunities, please contact Conference Events 
Planner Nancy Arnold at narnold@michiganumc.org 
 

mailto:narnold@michiganumc.org
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Community Concert and  
Cook-out, July 31 –  
Can You Help? 

EUMC will hold a community concert and cook-out 
at Johnson Park on July 31 at 5:00 PM with Marty 
Miller (you might remember him, he has performed at 
the church in the past). 

We are looking for a place where he and his wife, 
Janet, can stay for the night (July 31) but it needs to be 
where there are no pets (they have allergies).  We have 
a cat, so the parsonage is not going to work. 

Is there anyone out there who would be willing to 
have them as guests at your home or cottage on July 
31?   

Denny and I have known Marty and Jan for years and they are a great couple.   Blessings, Pastor Melody 

 
 

BIBLE STUDY – THURSDAYS @ 2:30 PM 
• The Book of Matthew   
All are invited to attend these sessions.  Please contact Tom Petersen for a 
study book and join by ZOOM or in-person in Fellowship Hall. 

 
Jesus replied: "`Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind. '  
... And the second is like it: `Love your neighbor as yourself. '   Matthew 22:37-39 

 
 
 
 
 

MAY  – Glen Lake Student Assistance Fund  

  (Local Project) 
With assistance from GL guidance counselors, students in need are selected to 
benefit from this mission project (for example -  student expense to participate in 
a sport – family cannot afford extra $$). 

     Donations may be mailed to:  
 Empire United Methodist Church 
 Attn: MAY Mission of the Month 

     PO Box 261, Empire 49630     
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Paper Pantry use picks up! 
The EUMC Paper Pantry began February 24.  On opening day, no one came, so we increased our 
advertising efforts and changed the day to Tuesday, to coincide with the Glen Lake Community 
Church’s food pantry.  At the last paper pantry, on April 24, we served twelve families.  We have 
received a substantial donation to purchase inventory and keep the shelves stocked for a couple of 
months.  If  you wish to donate products, pick up a shopping list at the church office for ideas.  Or if you 
wish to donate money towards inventory purchases by the Missions team, place it in the offering plate 
at the back of the sanctuary.   
 
  

 
 

 

CARE GIVERS      

GROUP  MEETINGS  

May 4 & 18 @ 11 AM 

 
 

Memorial Day is an American holiday, observed on 
the last Monday of May, honoring the men and 
women who died while serving in the U.S. military. 
Memorial Day 2022 will occur on Monday, May 30.  

Originally known as Decoration Day, it originated in 
the years following the Civil War and became an 
official federal holiday in 1971. Many Americans 
observe Memorial Day by visiting cemeteries or 
memorials, holding family gatherings and 
participating in parades. Unofficially, it marks the 

beginning of the summer season. 

PAPER 
PANTRY 

 

4TH TUESDAY 
OF THE MONTH 

 

MAY 24 
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Happy spring, United Women in Faith!  
We have celebrated the Resurrection on Easter. We have honored God's 
creation on Earth Day. Now we prepare to celebrate all who mother on 
Mother's Day and everything we have done and will do together as United 
Women in Faith at Assembly. As the trees and flowers bloom around you 
know that it's our time to blossom and give beauty, joy and hope to the world 
as an amazing sisterhood of faith and action. Thank you for saying yes 
when God calls. 
 

response digital now available 
We have a new host for the digital edition of response magazine. The folks who print the magazine will also now be 
hosting the digital version as well. Going forward, to access it all you’ll need to do is click on a link on 
the response website that will take you a login page, where you’ll enter your account number as both your user name and 
password. If you have an e-mail address on file with the subscription service, you’ll get an e-mail alert as well letting you 
know your issues are ready. You can find your account number on the back of your magazine in the top right corner, next 
to “RSP.” Digital-only subscriber? Find your account number by entering your e-mail into the customer service page. If you 
need help finding your number, call (877) 881-2385 or e-mail response@cambeywest.com. All other inquiries can be sent 
to response@uwfaith.org.  In fact, the May/June 2022 issue is available now.  
 

Thank you for all you do to put love into action. 

 
Empire Unit – Northern Waters District UWF 
May 2  11:00 AM   monthly meeting and chicken dinner prep for Lions Club 

       6:00 PM - Lions Club meeting/chicken dinner  
 

REMINDER:  May 14 POWER OF BOLD DAY At Lake City UMC 
 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM, $15 registration. Carpool  

Bring a sack lunch – dessert & beverages provided 
 
 

[SM1]At Houghton Lake UMC, on April 2, Carole 
Merillat, Jean Petersen and Sandy Mallory attended the 
Northern Waters District United Women in Faith 
Spiritual Retreat. 
 
Over 50 women from the Northern Waters District 
attended.  It was an uplifting and rewarding experience! 
 

    

http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=5pqBOyFlV13lZFCqr_6AwoHaQe3ia7XGOE-aycgPEm_OD71LjrnkOg
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=WM9kSoSoFCCiABPsvwkuf0uC5V4jqlfBco5PUuP6mK-5DgQ3T4r6SQ
mailto:response@cambeywest.com
mailto:response@uwfaith.org
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL  
MEETING MINUTES – APRIL 3, 2022 
The meeting was called to order by Sandy Mallory, chair, and Pastor Melody led us in prayer. 
 
Roger Noonan made a Motion, seconded by Jean Peterson, to approve the minutes of the March 13, 2022 
meeting. APPROVED. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
Sound System update:   Hope to complete Wednesday or Thursday. 
Ukraine Fund Raiser:  A pancake breakfast to raise funds for Ukraine humanitarian efforts will be held 

on Saturday, April 9, 2022 from 9-12 or until the food runs out. Pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs, orange juice and coffee will be 
served. Lots of help is needed! Sandy Mallory said they will set up tables on Thursday before bible study. Roger Noonan is getting 
sausage from Gabe’s in Maple City and will get 15 dozen eggs; 4 dozen have been donated to date. He will bring food and put in the 
church fridge on Friday night. Baskets will be on the tables or at the door for a free will offering. Roger and Denny will arrive at the 
church at 7:30 AM on Saturday. The Cedar/Maple City Lion's Club is donating the use of three griddles. Margaret Hodge will also be 
selling crafts. A donation of $366 has already been received from Cherry Republic and 100% of all donations will go to Ukraine relief. 
Community Easter Egg Hunt: Pastor Melody said there will be an Easter Egg Hunt held on April 16 sponsored by EUMC and 
Empire Area Community Center. It will be held at Johnson Park  at 11:30 AM in Empire.  Donations of plastic eggs and especially 
candy would be appreciated. March Dye emailed pastor Melody and said EACC will donate some candy. Help will be needed to fill 
the eggs.  There will be no vacation bible school for children this year. 
 
TEAM REPORTS 
Pastor:   Pastor Melody is working on Good Friday & Easter Sunday services. There is a worship team meeting tomorrow 
and they will discuss the summer concert planned for July and May Day Appreciation gift bags. Pastor Melody talked with Candy 
Hasselbeck and discussed summer camps for the children. She will see if there are any openings. Pastor Melody is visiting folks now 
and attending Tom Petersen's bible study. She reported that three people came to the paper pantry, however five families in total 
were served.  The paper pantry has been changed to the 4th Tuesday of the month to coincide with the Area Food Pantry.  The next 
Paper Pantry  will be April 26. Pastor Melody also reported that she and Denny have been attending listening sessions regarding the 
General Conference being postponed and the possible split in the denomination. There will be two today and one more on Tuesday. 
Questions about the possible split in the United Methodist Church are answered at these sessions. 
 
Lay Leader:  Jan Lyon purchased insulated bags that were recommended by Eric Foged. She would like everyone to take one 
and think of Eric when they are using them. She also encouraged people to attend the listening sessions. 
 
Finance: Roy was not in attendance as he is away on vacation. Meredith Goodrick has been collecting incoming checks and invoices.  
She will contact Roy about paying bills. 
 
Trustees:  Jean Petersen said the garage door is scheduled to be installed tomorrow and the septic tank at the parsonage has 
been pumped. The fire extinguishers have been updated and the company that will be paving the streets will be coming to check on 
paving the church parking lot. The generator is here; we are waiting for the contractor to install it. 
 
United Women of Faith:  Several women went to Houghton Lake UMC for a spiritual retreat and reported that it was excellent. 
Pasties will be made in May to raise funds and the Lion's Club dinner will be in early May. 
 
Outreach:  The Caregivers Group meet  April 6th and 20th at 11:00 a.m. 
 
NEW BUSINESS none 
Next meeting will be Sunday, May 1, 2022, after worship service. 
Motion to adjourn by Kay Coombs, second by Meredith Goodrick. Adjourned at 11:20 AM. 

 
Ad Council meetings will continue to be held on Sundays after worship until further notice.  Next meeting – May 1! 

 
Respectfully submitted 
Beth Noonan, Recording Secretary 
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MONTHLY CALENDAR 

 

1ST Sunday of every month         Holy Communion served   
“Take communion as often as you can.  It is food  for the journey.”     
    All are welcome! 
Leelanau Area Food Pantry Collection -  Donations of canned goods and packaged 
food are collected for the Leelanau Area Food Pantry.  The pantry is always in need 
of volunteers.  Please contact Elaine Pentilla  for more information.   

 

1st Sunday of the month     Administrative Council meets after worship    
 (*unless otherwise noted)   Your participation and service are appreciated!  

 1st Monday of the month  11:00 AM       United Women of Faith      Fellowship Hall 
 4th Tuesday of the month Paper Pantry May 24    5:00 PM – 6:30 PM 

 

MISSION OF THE MONTH Offering – Throughout the month, currency and coins may dropped in the tin 

buckets on the tables at the back of the sanctuary. The “Mission of the Month” offering helps a wide variety of charities 
and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for local families in need). Global, Conference and local charities are selected 
throughout the year for this offering.  If you have any suggestions or questions regarding selections, please contact Jim 
Sorbie, chair of the Missions Team. 
 

Serve in worship 
Your church needs you. If you want to sing in the choir, usher, serve as a host, work with 
the tech team or find some other way to serve your church – We Need You! NOW!  Ask the 
pastor how you might be able to help, including sending out cards or making phone calls to 

people on the church prayer list.  Don't wait for someone to ask you to use your God-
given gifts. Offer yourself in service to your church.  
 

 
          

HOSTS: Kay Coombs    May 1 
   Sandy Mallory  May 8 
   Jean Petersen  May 15 

      Meredith Goodrick May 22 
      Sandi Flack  May 29   

 COUNTERS:        USHERS: 
 May 1    Gerri Sorbie, Tom Petersen   Jim Sorbie & Sandy Mallory 
 May 8  Jan Lyon, Beth Noonan   Jean & Tom Petersen 
 May 15  Barb Smith, Sandy Mallory   Tim Egeler & Jim Dorsey 
 May 22  Kay Coombs, Gerri Sorbie   Pete & Sandy Mallory 
 May 29  Kay Wilcox, Meredith Goodrick  Pete & Sandy Mallory 

 

     
 
 

Empire United Methodist Church - Vision Statement: 
A community who goes out, serving in love, sharing Christ. 

“Go, Serve.  Share Christ.” 
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                  EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
PO Box 261 - 10050 Michigan Street 
        Empire  MI  49630       
       TO: 
 
Rev. Melody Olin, Pastor 

(231) 326-5510  
Cell: (989) 560-1667              
empireumc@gmail.com 
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church     
Website: www.empiremiumc.org 

Serving as the Hands & Feet of Christ 
138 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2022 
The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH.  Our mailing address: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street, 
Empire, MI 49630.  231.326.5510  www.empireumc@gmail.com. 
Information and items for publication must be received at the church 
office by the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to hear others, 
share in God’s truths, join in worship, and celebrate in the Joy of God’s 
grace.”  
                                                   SUNDAYS  
10:00 AM Worship Service 
7:00 PM  AA Group 
 

(4th TUESDAY of the month) 
5:00-6:30 PM Paper Pantry  
 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office    OPEN 
10:00 AM  Worship Team (1ST Monday of the month) 

 
WEDNESDAYS 

9:00-1:00  Church Office  OPEN 
8:00 PM  NA Group 
 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office  CLOSED 
2:30 PM  Bible Study   

CHECK EMAIL – FACEBOOK - WEBSITE  
FOR CURRENT INFORMATION 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:empireumc@
http://www.empiremiumc.org/

