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Matthew 28:1-7   After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the tomb. Look, there was a great 
earthquake, for an angel from the Lord came down from heaven.  Coming to the stone, 
he rolled it away and sat on it.  Now his face was like lightning and his clothes as white as 
snow.  The guards were so terrified of him that they shook with fear and became like dead 
men.  But the angel said to the women, “Don’t be afraid, I know that you are looking for 
Jesus who was crucified.  He isn’t here, because he’s been raised from the dead, just as 
he said.  Come, see the place where they laid him.  Now hurry, go and tell his disciples, 
‘He’s been raised from the dead.  He’s going on ahead of  you to Galilee.  You will see him 
there.’   I’ve given the message to you.”                                                                         [CEB] 

 

 
April 17 EASTER SUNDAY 

“Sonrise” Service   8:00 AM half-hour service 
Breakfast Potluck to follow 

Bring A Dish to Pass! 

Easter Worship 10:00 AM 
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BIBLE STUDY – THURSDAYS @ 2:30 PM 
• The Book of Matthew   

All are invited to attend these sessions.  Please contact Tom Petersen for a 
study book and join by ZOOM or in-person in Fellowship Hall. 

 
Jesus replied: "`Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind. '  
... And the second is like it: `Love your neighbor as yourself. '   Matthew 22:37-39 

 
 
 
 

APRIL  – UMCOR Disaster Relief Fund  
[floods, tornados, hurricanes, earthquakes and other natural disasters] 

     Donations may be mailed to:  
 Empire United Methodist Church 
  Attn: UMCOR Disaster Relief Fund   

    PO Box 261, Empire 49630     

 

 

 

 
 

CARE GIVERS      

 

GROUP  MEETINGS 

 

April  6 & 20 @ 11:00

 

PAPER 
PANTRY 
Changed to the 

4TH TUESDAY 
OF THE MONTH 

BEGINNING 

APRIL 26 
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United Methodist Women is now United Women 
in Faith 
We’ve taken a new name to better reflect how we answer our 
calling today. It’s an exhilarating time, as we commit to even 
greater inclusivity, action, and impact in our mission to support 
women, children, and youth. 
 
 
Next meeting -  April 4 @ 11:00 AM 

REMINDER:  APRIL 2 Spiritual Retreat at Lake City UMC, 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM, 
$15 registration. Carpool 

 

 

 
 

Palm Sunday   April 10 10:00 AM 
Good Friday   April 15    6:00 PM 

 

Community 

 
(Ages 0-12) 

Saturday, April 16         Lions’ Park               11:30 AM 
Hosted by:  Empire United Methodist Church & Empire Area Community Center 
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL  
MEETING MINUTES – March 13, 2022 
 
The meeting was called to order by Sandy Mallory; Pastor Melody opened with prayer. Meredith 
Goodrick made a motion to approve the minutes of the Feb. 6, 2022 meeting, second by Jean 
Peterson. Motion Approved. 
 
Unfinished Business: We are still waiting for someone to set up the video camera. 
 

TEAM REPORTS 
Pastor:  Pastor Melody will be on vacation from March 27th thru April 2nd. Tom Peterson will preach and lead the Lenten 
small group on the March 27.  She is currently working on Lent including sermons, small group lessons, Good Friday service and 
Easter Service. Questions she will discuss with the worship team tomorrow are: "Do we want a sunrise service?" and "Will we have 
an Easter Breakfast?"   
Her 2022 church goals:  

• A Community Adult VBS - needs volunteers to help with the planning.   

• A community outreach opportunity she is working on, with the worship team, is a Summer Concert on July 17, featuring 
Marty Miller.   

• A personal goal is to attend Tom Petersen's Bible study on Thursdays.   
She attended the Board of Ordained Ministry the past week.  She has been visiting some folks by phone, email, text and in 
person. She is working on the memorial service for Marilyn Johnson which will be Sat., March 19 at 2:00 p.m. with a visitation at 
1:00.  Pastor stated that when she was visiting with Margaret Hodge, Margaret stated that she has been working on some craft 
painting projects and wondered if the church could or would sell them with the proceeds going to Ukraine. 

 
Lay Leader: Jan Lyon was unable to attend the meeting but sent a message that she has ordered the welcome bags and is 
hoping they will be here this week. She will contact Pastor Melody and Kay Wilcox to determine what will be put in the bags. 
 
Finance:  Roy Pentilla gave the treasurer's report. As of 2/28/22, Income: $19,943; Expenses: $20,042  =  ($98).  Meredith 
Goodrick asked about an UMCOR offering for Ukraine.  An email will be sent to the congregation concerning this.  An UMCOR 
Sunday with a special offering designated for Ukraine will be scheduled for March 27. 
 
Trustees: Jean Peterson discussed the parking lot and the flooding problem. Tim Egeler said that engineers have looked at it 
and said that the holding tank needs to be filled in and when it's repaved it needs to be sloped. They will know more when the snow 
melts and what the cost will be. 
 
Worship & Nurture: Palms have been ordered for Palm Sunday and worship services for Holy Week and Easter are in the 
works. 
 
UM Women: Their name is being changed to United Women of Faith.  The next meeting will be March 14 at 11:00. A Spiritual 
Retreat at Lake City UMC will be held April 2.  Deadline for reservations is March 19. 
 
Missions: Jim Sorbie reported that the Paper Pantry opened in February but hasn't had many customers yet. He will have 
some flyers printed to take to the food pantries to help get the word out.  News releases for the 3/24 Paper Pantry have been sent 
to area churches, Leelanau Enterprise, BACN, LCN, and HelpLink.  A poster will be placed in the office at the apartment complex 
across the street. 
 
Outreach: Caregivers next meeting is 3/23 at 11:00 a.m.  There are three attendees from the community in addition to our 
nine church members. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

• A motion made by Kay Coombs, seconded by Roger Noonan to purchase a new sandwich board sign for advertising events 
at a cost of approximately $185 plus shipping. Motion passed 



THE BEACON                                                                  5                                                                                APRIL   2022 
 

• A motion made by Sandy Mallory, seconded by Shirley Solem to hold a pancake breakfast on April 9 with proceeds going to 
Ukraine. Motion passed.  It will take place at the church from 9-12N; Denny Olin and Roger Noonan are the co-
chairpersons. Pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs, coffee and juice will be served.  

• Barb Foged asked about restoring the front door which is in sad condition. Jean Peterson has called the contractor who 
worked on it before, but he has not returned her calls.  Referred to the Trustees for resolution. 

• The UM General Conference has been postponed until 2024.  Pastor stated that we may have many questions as well as a 
need for reflection.  Northern Waters District will be holding Listening Sessions in late March/early April.  These are not 
intended to be a time for debate or changing another’s mind, but 
rather for us to process together information and questions; to set 
an example in a polarized world of how Christians can come 
together to get information and ask questions around important 
issues facing our denomination and congregations.  
Times/dates/places/zoom information will be posted.  

 
Ad Council meetings will continue to be held on Sundays after worship until further notice.  Next meeting – April 3! 

 
Motion to adjourn made by Roger Noonan and seconded by Shirley Solem at 11.40.  Passed 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Beth Noonan, Recording Secretary 
 

 

 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

 

SATURDAY 

  APRIL 9 
 

9:00 AM – 12 Noon 

 

 

Freewill Offering for Ukraine 
 

Pancakes - Sausage – Scrambled Eggs – Coffee – Orange Juice 
 

Make checks payable to:  Empire United Methodist Church 
          Memo:  Advance #982450-Ukraine 
 

100% of your donation goes to Ukraine Relief 

 
 

EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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6 Ways IRAs, RMDs, and QCDs Can 
Bless Your Church 
BY KEN SLOANE 
 
 Alright, I admit a United Methodist general agency employee is the 
last person who should be making jokes about acronyms. Someone 
from GBOD poking fun at such things could be reported to GCFA, 
GBHEM, CT, and COB or my AC—and they might try to remove my 
MDIV and my DMIN! (Okay, I got that out of my system). 
 Seriously, let’s talk about Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs) and 
the associated required minimum distributions (RMD).  
 
Here are six things churches and their donors ought to know: 
 
1. INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS HAVE COME OF AGE 
(MIDDLE-AGE) 
IRAs have been around since 1974, though in the beginning, they were 
only for folks who didn’t have any other pension coverage. A bill in 

1981 made all workers and their spouses eligible for these accounts. That’s a solid 40+ years that people have been putting money 
away, without having to pay federal taxes on it (that part is important). 
 
2. YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU, OR LEAVE YOUR MONEY THERE FOREVER 
The understanding was that those folks could access that money without a penalty as early as when they turned 59½, but when they 
reached 70½, they were required to start taking at least a minimum amount out each year— “required minimum distributions” or 
RMDs. At the outset of the coronavirus pandemic, the age for these RMDs was raised to 72. Since participants didn’t pay tax on the 
money when they put it in their IRAs, they are required to pay tax on it when it comes out. RMDs can push some people into a 
higher tax bracket. 
 
3. GIVE IT TO THE CHURCH, AVOID PAYING THE TAXES 
In 2006, pension protection legislation allowed for tax-free use of RMDs for charitable contributions, saving the tax that people 
would have had to pay when they took this money out of their IRA accounts. These are called “qualified charitable distributions” 
(QCDs). Here’s an important distinction: these are NOT tax deductions. They do not provide a charitable deduction regardless of 
whether you itemize deductions. The tax benefit is the ability to exclude the distribution from taxable income. 
 
4. FROM IRA TO 'MY UMC' – NEVER IN MY POCKET! 
With a qualified charitable distribution (QCD), a check goes directly from your IRA to your church or the charity you select. Many 
people who are facing RMDs that will have tax implications could pay all their annual tithe or offering at one time, hopefully early in 
the year, through their QCD and never have to show it as income. 
 
5. DON’T HAVE TO WAIT FOR 72 TO DO THE QCD! 
While Congress recently raised the age for RMDs to 72, QCDs can happen for anyone who has reached the age of 70½. Retirees who 
are over that age and want to continue to be generous to their local church should consider a qualified charitable distribution. 
 
6. MOST TAXPAYERS NO LONGER GET A TAX BREAK FOR CHARITABLE GIVING 
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act that went into effect in 2019 and 2020 included an increase in the standard deduction—it nearly doubled. 
That standard deduction is the threshold that your itemized deductions have to exceed to make itemizing worthwhile. It left many 
people better off, but with 90 percent of taxpayers taking the standard deduction (which does not require any evidence of charitable 
giving), it eliminated a tax-incentive regarding charitable donations for most of us (not to say that this is the main reason people give 
to the church). Inviting your retirees in the 70+ group (who use the standard deduction) to consider using qualifying charitable 
distribution may reduce or eliminate the tax that they might have to pay on an RMDs. Yet many will not know of this option unless 
your church makes the invitation! 

Ken Sloane is the Director of Stewardship & Generosity for Discipleship Ministries of The United Methodist Church. 
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MONTHLY CALENDAR 

 

1ST Sunday of every month         Holy Communion served   
“Take communion as often as you can.  It is food  for the journey.”     

    All are welcome! 
 

Leelanau Area Food Pantry Collection -  Donations of canned goods and packaged food are collected for the 
Leelanau Area Food Pantry.  The pantry is always in need of volunteers.  Please contact Elaine Pentilla  for 
more information.   
 

1st Sunday of every month     Administrative Council meets after worship – April 3    
 (*unless otherwise noted)  Your participation and service are appreciated!  
 

 1st Monday of the month  11:00 AM       United Women of Faith       Fellowship Hall 
 

 4th Tuesday of the month Paper Pantry APRIL 26    5:00 PM – 6:30 PM 
Mission Team changed to Tuesday to coincide with the Empire Area Food Pantry Day! 

 
MISSION OF THE MONTH Offering – Throughout the month, currency and coins may dropped in the tin 

buckets on the tables at the back of the sanctuary. The “Mission of the Month” offering helps a wide variety of charities 
and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for local families in need). Global, Conference and local charities are selected 
throughout the year for this offering.  If you have any suggestions or questions regarding selections, please contact Jim 
Sorbie, chair of the Missions Team. 
 

Serve in worship 
Your church needs you. For those meeting in person, sing in the choir, usher, serve as a 
reader, work with the tech team or find some other way to serve your church. For those 
meeting remotely, ask your church staff how you might be able to help, including sending 
out cards or making phone calls to people on the church prayer list. Don't wait for someone 
to ask you to use your God-given gifts. Offer yourself in service to your church. 
    Joe Iovino works for UMC.org at United Methodist Communications. 

 
          
 HOSTS: April 3   Kay Coombs  April 10  Sandi Flack 

   April 17 Sandy Mallory April 24  Meredith Goodrick  
          

 COUNTERS:        USHERS: 
 APR 3    Gerri Sorbie, Tom Petersen   Jim Sorbie & Sandy Mallory 
 APR 10 Jan Lyon, Beth Noonan   Jean & Tom Petersen 
 APR 17 Barb Smith, Sandy Mallory   Tim Egeler & Jim Dorsey 
 APR 24    Kay Wilcox, Meredith Goodrick  Pete & Sandy Mallory 
 

   
 
 

Empire United Methodist Church - Vision Statement: 
A community who goes out, serving in love, sharing Christ. 

“Go, Serve.  Share Christ.” 
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                  EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
PO Box 261 - 10050 Michigan Street 
        Empire  MI  49630       
       TO: 
 
Rev. Melody Olin, Pastor 

(231) 326-5510  
Cell: (989) 560-1667              
empireumc@gmail.com 
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church     
Website: www.empiremiumc.org 

Serving as the Hands & Feet of Christ 
138 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2022 
The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH.  Our mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street, 
Empire, MI 49630.  231.326.5510  www.empireumc@gmail.com. 
Information and items for publication must be received at the church office 
by the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to hear others, 
share in God’s truths, join in worship, and celebrate in the Joy of God’s 
grace.”  
                                                   SUNDAYS  
10:00 AM Worship Service 
7:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office    OPEN 
10:00 AM  Worship Team (1ST Monday of the month) 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office  OPEN 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office  CLOSED 
2:30 PM  Bible Study   
5:00-6:30 PM Paper Pantry (4th Tuesday of the month)  
 

 
CHECK YOUR EMAILS – FACEBOOK - WEBSITE  

FOR CURRENT INFORMATION 
 

 

 
 

 

mailto:empireumc@
http://www.empiremiumc.org/

