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New AV screens in the
Sanctuary
A third screen is installed on the west side of
the sanctuary, about halfway back, and faces
the altar for viewing by pastor, keyboardist,
speakers and choir.

Welcome Our Guest Speaker
Rev. Jan Beaderstadt
March 1, 2020 @ 10AM Worship
Rev. Beaderstadt, currently in the Eastern
African nation of Uganda, serves as the
president of the Renaissance Outreach
Ministries. Primarily Christian, Uganda is still
under attack from Islam. Working with the
Renaissance
Outreach
Ministry
Rev.
Beaderstadt is responsible for training pastors
and church leaders for the ministry. He has
many great stories on how Christianity is growing around the world. Everyone is Welcome. A Love Offering will be taken
===========================================================

AFTER KITCHEN CONSTRUCTION IS DONE!
Watch for Dates & Times to Clean …
The Trustees will be holding a church-wide cleaning day after kitchen
construction is complete.
We will be moving kitchen dishes, pots & pans, appliances and
supplies back to their locations and then proceed with cleaning in the
sanctuary, classrooms and fellowship hall. We need your help! Let’s get
ready for spring! Sign-up sheet will be in fellowship hall.
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MARCH - Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
The Pastor’s Discretionary Fund assists those in need who contact our
church for financial help with travel, lodging, utilities, medical
prescriptions, groceries, or other real-life needs. Its purpose is to provide
ministry and care to those with critical life necessities in the name of
Jesus Christ.

Funds collected will be dedicated on the last Sunday of the month.

MARCH 10 - 11:30 AM Meeting
BOOK REVIEW:
Garbage Bag Suitcase
by Shenandoah Chefalo

This is a personal story of a young
child's journey through life living in a
dysfunctional family with abusive, drug
and alcohol addicted parents. Her mom would wake
her up in the middle of the night to move on to the next town or state
packing all her things in a garbage bag. Sometimes the moves were so
frequent that she would enroll in a new school only to attend 1 or 2 days then moving again. She
experienced hunger, cruelty and loneliness. At the age of 13 she was abandoned by her mother and she
asked to be put in foster care. She overcomes these many adversities to attend college (Only 3% of foster
care children attend college and only 1% graduate) and becomes a successful businesswoman. This
book left me with some raw emotions regarding children in foster care.

… Kay Coombs
Next Meeting: April 10, 2020 at 11:00 AM.
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THURSDAYS 6:00 PM WORSHIP SERVICE
March 12 – April 2
followed by soup and bread
Use Sign-up Sheet in fellowship hall to supply soup!

6:00 PM

APRIL 12
8:00 AM
Son-rise Service
8:30 AM
Breakfast
10:00 AM
Easter
Worship
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EUMC ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
FEBRUARY 23, 2020
The meeting was called to order; opened at 11:00 AM with a prayer by Pastor Melody
Present: Pastor Melody and Denny Olin, Roger & Beth Noonan, Sandy Mallory - chair, Roger &
Carole Merillat, Roy Pentilla, Bill & Jan Lyon, Kay & Jim Coombs, Tom & Jean Peterson, Candy
Hasselbeck, Pat Smith, Jim & Velma Dorsey, Gwen Denny, Sandi Flack, Rod Meade, Barb Smith
and Jack Gardner.
Minutes of the January 26 meeting were read by Beth Noonan. A motion by Bill Lyons and
second by Roger Noonan was made to accept the minutes. Motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS: Pastor held a follow-up meeting on February 9 to discuss ways to be more
visible and connect in the community. Suggestions included Easter and Thanksgiving community meals, day camp,
visiting area businesses, library and schools, dances and game nights. They also talked about coffee connection and if we still want
to continue it. There will be another follow-up meeting on March 22.
NEW BUSINESS:
Coffee Connection: Sandy Mallory said that there is a need for volunteers for the Coffee Connection (9 to 11; 11 – 1, MWF;
2 people/day).
Art & Crafts Fair – May 16 10-4: There are 9 vendors signed up so far. Volunteers will be recruited for set-up, take-down,
bake sale donations and make gift baskets.
Guest Speaker – March 1: Kay Coombs informed us that Rev. Jan Beaderstadt will be our guest speaker on Sunday, March
1, 2020 at 10:00 AM. We will need to reimburse him for mileage and a love offering will be taken.
Spring Cleaning: Jean Peterson reported that the kitchen remodel is still on schedule to be completed by the second
Sunday in March. A Spring cleaning is tentatively scheduled for March 21.
Committee reports:
Bill Lyon said there will be a HelpLink presentation of March 22. He also said that we are still working on a game night and
hoping to set a date soon. Plans for a scavenger hunt, bean bag toss, Euchre, etc. are in the makings.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Melody said that Lenten services will be at 6:00 PM, beginning Thursday, March 12 – April
12. There will be a short worship service with soup and bread served afterwards. All are welcome.
Worship Team: Kay Coombs said that sound system training will be on February 26 at 2:00 PM. Worship team received
memorial funds to purchase permanent liquid candles (4 – 3” x 6”) for the altar.
Education: They are working on setting up secret pals and considering having the children participate in the worship
service; possible on a monthly basis.
Finance: Roy Pentilla reported that we broke even last year which is a good thing! We showed a positive balance in
January which is the first time this has happened in 5 years. Roy explained the treasurer's report and spoke about the benefits
of individuals donating appreciated stocks to the church. Motion made by Roger Noonan and second by Carole Merillat to
authorize Roy Pentilla to open an account at Sate Savings Bank for this purpose; signers would be Gerri Sorbie and Roy Pentilla.
Motion passed. Roy gave everyone a copy of an article from the Wall Street Journal to read titled "Thank God, American Churches
Are Dying."
Trustees: Jean Peterson reported that the new dishwashers have been installed. New LED lights have been installed in
several areas and hopes to have all fluorescent lights replaced with LED, as soon as possible. Roger Merillat said that he is waiting
on the new kitchen countertops to be installed; should be installed by next Friday. The electrical work in the kitchen is all done.
Education: Pat Smith and Candy Hasselbeck will be gone for a good portion of March and April. Sarah Guffey has
volunteered to fill in for them while they are gone. Beth Noonan will help when needed and there is a sign-up sheet for helpers
also. Pat and Candy are working on lesson plans and secret pals.
[continued next page]

THE BEACON

MARCH 2020

[ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES continued]
Hospitality: Barb Smith, Pat Smith and Jean Peterson have agreed to help Jan Lyon with hospitality. Jan said that we need
to consider purchasing more mugs for the welcome bags. It was discussed and decided that perhaps we should do something other
than coffee mugs. Flashlights, pens and key chains were suggested.
Missions: Rod Meade said that the Valentines sales raised $320. This money will buy 32 blankets for Church World Services
Blanket+ Program. The March Loud Offering will go to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.
OTHER: Kay Coombs said the AED training went well. Denny Olin said the disaster training did not go well and that is was
disappointing.
Next meeting: March 29, 2020
Motion by Kay Coombes second by Jean Peterson to adjourn at 11:47 AM. Motion Passed.
Respectfully submitted,
Beth Noonan, recording secretary

Members-At-Large:
All Team/Committee Members in full membership are a part of the Administrative Council
• Each chairperson shall be present to give a report at the monthly Administrative Council meeting.
If you cannot be present, please submit a written report to the Administrative Council Chair before the
meeting.

•

All within the Congregation are encouraged to attend and have a voice in the Administrative Council
meetings.

Thank You for Serving!
•Monday Morning Men’s Group
9:15 AM Meet at the Church – then carpool to Erik
Foged’s home

•Thursday Bible Study Group
2:30 PM Study Classroom – The Books of PROVERBS,
ECCLESIASTES, SONG OF SONGS by James Crenshaw
This is a comprehensive 13-session study, beginning with a
look at the springs of life in Proverbs and ending with the
Song of Songs’ declaration that love is as strong as death.
This study helps readers strengthen their understanding and
appreciation of the bible by enabling them to engage the
Scripture on three levels: (1) What does the Bible say?
(2) What does the passage mean? (3) How does the
Scripture relate to my life?
The meaning of the selected passages is made
clear by considering such aspects as ancient customs,
locations of places, and the meaning of words. The
simple format makes the study east to use.
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MONTHLY CALENDAR
1ST Sunday of every month:
Holy Communion served – “Take communion as often as you can. It’s food
for the journey.” All are welcome.
▪
Leelanau Area Food Pantry Collection
Donations of canned goods and packaged food are collected for the
Leelanau Area Food Pantry. The pantry is always in need of volunteers. Please contact Elaine Pentilla for more information.
▪ Men’s Breakfast – 2nd Saturday of the month at 8:30 AM
▪ United Methodist Women meet – 2nd Tuesday of the month at 11:00 AM
▪ ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL – 4th Sunday after worship - Your participation and service is appreciated!
Mission of the Month – donations are collected every Sunday for a wide variety of ministries and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
(for local families in need). Just look for the “pails.”

Our Vision Statement:
A community who goes out, serving in love, sharing Christ.
“Go, Serve. Share Christ.”

DATE

COUNTER

March 1

B Lyon

S Mallory

March 8

J Lyon

B Noonan

March 15

HOSTS

USHERS

READERS

J Lyon
C Merillat

J Lyon

J Dorsey

J Petersen

T Egeler

D Giddis

M Goodrick

T Petersen G Sorbie

S Palmer

P Mallory

D Davis

J Lyon

March 22

R Meade

March 29

R Merillat K Coombs

K Coombs
S Mallory

J Sorbie

S Mallory

J Lyon

J Dorsey

K Coombs

“The Coffee Connection”
Coffee shop
Monday – Wednesday – Thursday
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
“A Community Gathering Place”
FREE Leelanau Roasting Co. Coffee & Wi-Fi

Empire United Methodist Church
10500 Michigan St – Empire
Volunteers needed for greeting & serving Coffee!
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What is Hospitality? Christian hospitality doesn’t begin at the church’s front door, writes Phillip J. Brooks. It extends
Christlike love into the surrounding community, builds relationships, and risks change for the sake of including someone new.
1. Hospitality is love - The spirit of hospitality does not come from concern for a congregation’s image nor does it guarantee the
congregation will be popular or successful in the conventional sense. Hospitality grows from earnest witness and invitation to those
outside the church’s walls. It means demonstrating Christlike love to the community around the church.
In “Radical Hospitality: The First Practice of Fruitful Congregations,” Bishop Robert Schnase describes hospitality as how a
church expresses love for Christ and its neighbor through intentional acts of invitation and service. “Jesus’ example of hospitality
demands an unceasingly invitational posture that we carry with us into our world of work and leisure and into our practice of
neighborliness and community service. It involves seeing ourselves as sent out by Christ and going out of our way, even at the risk of
a sense of awkwardness and inconvenience, to invite people into some aspect of the church’s ministry,” wrote Schnase.
While hospitality does happen inside a church space, it does not begin at the church’s front door. It starts in the hearts of
congregants committed to consistently reaching new people for Christ and sharing God’s love with the world. Some of the best
examples of Christian hospitality occur in the homes and personal spaces of the very people the church wishes to serve.
2. Hospitality is relational - Hospitality that begins with extending love and invitation to those outside the congregation will also
reveal itself in the building of relationships. In his sermon “On Visiting the Sick,” John Wesley stressed the need for Christians not
simply to donate to those in need but to visit and get to know them.
“One great reason why the rich, in general, have so little sympathy for the poor, is, because they so seldom visit them,”
Wesley wrote. “Hence it is, that, according to the common observation, one part of the world does not know what the other
suffers.”
As they get to know the people they serve personally, members will develop empathy and love for them. The congregation
will be better able to address the needs of those it serves as it talks with the community directly. These relationships will turn good
intentions into fruitful acts of mercy.
3. Hospitality is adaptable - Hospitality also requires an openness to influence and change from without. Many churches are happy
to let anyone through the door but expect the church’s culture to remain unchanged. Welcoming people as they are also means
allowing them to leave their mark on the congregation. A hospitable church must be open to change in its ministries and practices to
make new disciples. This is where many congregations stop short when it comes to Christlike hospitality. Jesus was never afraid to
challenge conventions and cultural norms to offer the gospel to all people, and he insisted his followers do the same.
This expression of hospitality might lead a church to offer services in unconventional places such as coffeehouses, bars,
diners, or public parks. Jesus didn’t make the people come to see him in the synagogue but took his message to them in the streets
and public spaces. Wesley did the same through his field preaching. One recent example is Hope United Methodist Church in
Bedford, Ohio, which hosted a tailgate worship service before a Cleveland Browns game to reach out to football lovers.
Hospitality might also mean organizing small groups or Sunday School classes around specific concerns or life experiences,
like addiction or special needs, as well as around age or life stages. The Woodlands United Methodist Church in Houston began
welcoming families with special needs by offering a Sunday School for children with disabilities. Today the church offers a special
needs family worship service four times a year and has special needs youth and adult confirmation classes.
Hospitality may include opening church facilities or spaces to outsiders in creative ways.
University City United Methodist Church in Charlotte, North Carolina, offers hospitality through its
kitchen. Every Wednesday the church hosts a free meal to the community and bakes bread weekly to
give to visitors on Sunday morning. The congregation also opens the kitchen to outside groups for special
events.
Hospitality will look different depending on the church and the community it serves, but true
Christian hospitality always comes from a place of love for one’s neighbor grounded in the teachings of
Christ. Hospitality is more than simply being a good host; it is opening the church and ministry entirely to
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those in need of God’s love. While hospitality does happen inside a church space, it does not begin at the

church’s front door. It starts in the hearts of congregants committed to consistently reaching new people for Christ and sharing
God’s love with the world.
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Serving as the Hands & Feet of Christ
136 Years in Empire
1884 – 2020

EUMC Mission Statement
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to hear others,
share in God’s truths, join in worship, and celebrate in the Joy of God’s
grace.”
SUNDAYS
10:00 AM
Worship Service
8:00 PM
AA Group
MONDAYS
9:00-1:00
Church Office open
“The Coffee Connection”
10:00 AM
Worship Team
WEDNESDAYS
9:00-1:00
Church Office open
“The Coffee Connection”
8:00 PM
NA Group
THURSDAYS
9:00-1:00
Church Office open
“The Coffee Connection”
10:00 AM
Worship Team
2:30 PM
Bible Study – Rev. Tom Petersen
4:00 PM
Choir
6:00 PM
Lenten Worship; soup & bread
March 12 – April 2

The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH. Our mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street,
Empire, MI 49630. We can be reached at 231.326.5510 or
www.empireumc@centurytel.net. Information and items for publication
must be received at the church office by the 3rd Wednesday of the month.

EMPIRE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PO Box 261 - 10500 Michigan Street
Empire MI 49630
TO:
Rev. Melody Olin, Pastor
(231) 326-5510
Cell: (989) 566-1667
empireumc@gmail.com
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church
Website: www.empiremiumc.org
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