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BISHOP BARD PROCLAIMS, ‘EASTER IS
COMING!’
Posted on 3.25.2020 MIConnection
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Bishop David Bard celebrates the creativity of Michigan
United Methodists ministering in the shadow of the
coronavirus crisis. He offers new possibilities for Easter
worship during this ongoing stay-at-home season.

Dear friends in Christ, I greet you in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God and the peace and power of the Holy Spirit.
The words of Paul from Philippians come to mind as I address you today.
“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying for all of you,
because of your sharing in the gospel.” We have a shared ministry together
of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. It is a
ministry of worship and prayer, a ministry of teaching and preaching, a ministry of compassion and care, a ministry of healing and
feeding, a ministry of justice and reconciliation, a ministry of creating communities of love and forgiveness. It is a ministry we are
needing to find new and creative ways to engage in as we live in a world shadowed by the coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic. I have
been filled with deep joy at your creativity in being in ministry in new ways. I am needing to ask even more of you now.
On March 23, Governor Whitmer issued a new executive order to stem the spread of the coronavirus and COVID-19, so
as to prevent our state’s health system from being overwhelmed. The “Stay Home, Stay Safe” order requires persons to stay at
home and work from home with few exceptions, and it is in effect until April 13. I have offered an initial response to the executive
order, but would like to and need to say more.
Michigan United Methodists, you have risen to the occasion thus far and I have every confidence that, by the power of
the Spirit, we will continue to do so. We are closing church buildings, but not shutting down the church’s ministry. We are closing
conference offices, but your conference staff continues to work diligently to support our shared ministry. These closings will
continue through April 13. I understand that places of religious worship are not subject to misdemeanor penalties for gathering, we
recognize that finding other ways to worship is not about avoiding penalties but about promoting the common good.
What might ministry look like at this time? Continue to worship on-line, though you may need to change how you do
that. Worship leaders should no longer gather as a group at the church, even to tape worship, though I believe individual pastors
could tape from the church and even elicit the help of a tech person to do so. I hope this would be the exception as we seek to
model, “Stay Home, Stay Safe”. There are possibilities for persons to record from home and bring these video pieces together for a
worship service to be presented on-line. I encourage you to continue to consult our Michigan Conference web page for creative
worship and ministry ideas, including links to webinars.
The request to refrain from in-person worship now continues through Easter Sunday and includes Holy Week. Holy Week
offers multiple options for worship and often opportunities for cooperative worship between churches. I encourage you to find
partners for offering unique worship and prayer experiences for Holy Week. Your conference staff are considering possibilities for
providing some worship services you could share through your churches on-line platforms.
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Holy Week worship raises the question of on-line communion. Some of you are aware that The United Methodist Church officially
discourages the practice of on-line communion believing that it inadequately
represents the tangible, bodily and communal elements central to the
sacrament. Mailing communion elements or asking people to simply find whatever is
available seem to many insufficient means for celebrating communion. There are
powerful alternatives that could be used. Holy Thursday not only marks the
beginning of the Lord’s Supper but remembers Jesus washing the feet of his
disciples. Might we use water simultaneously in creative ways to remember this
profound moment of humble, self-giving love? The Love Feast, found in our United
Methodist Book of Worship, might also be shared on-line. Bread and drink are
brought together by all participants as the grace of God is celebrated in remembering
how Jesus shared meals with all, inviting those often excluded. Perhaps we would do
well to celebrate communion when we are all together, face to face, again. God will understand and extend grace to us generously.
In offering these worship possibilities as alternatives to communion I am aware that some already offer communion on-line and
others are considering it. As followers of Jesus who challenged traditions and rules when they seemed to stand in the way of grace,
as followers of Jesus in the stream of John Wesley who took to the fields to preach and ordained Thomas Coke, I recognize
extraordinary times invite extensions of grace that might not be needed in ordinary times.
I also encourage your continued generosity to your church. The Michigan Conference is here to help your church set up on-line
giving. For more information please contact Roy Pentilla, EUMC treasurer. For those who write checks, these can always be sent to
your church. An office staff person can still pick up mail and pay bills for our churches even under the new executive order.
The coronavirus pandemic has arrived during the church season of Lent, a time for spiritual introspection, a time when we
remember Elijah’s forty-day sojourn at the end of which he encountered God in the sound of sheer silence, a time when we
remember Jesus’ forty days in the wilderness where he encountered wild beasts and angels. This can feel like wilderness time, and
our God is a God who brings the wilderness to blossom. Our God is the God whose raising of Jesus we celebrate at the end of
Lent. Easter is coming. Even if Lent is extended, Easter is coming. Whatever day we come together again, no matter when, it will be
Easter. I will declare it to be Easter Sunday, and Easter is coming.
Thank you. Be well. Know God is with you.

Michigan Area Bishop

=================================================
SPAM EMAIL – DO NOT OPEN
The “spam” email (supposedly from me) is going around again.
[The first clue that it’s spam: says email is from REV Melody –
Pastor does not use REV in her emails]
Please, do not open an email from me unless it is from my email
melodyolin@yahoo.com. You can check to see if it is from me by
placing your cursor () over the sender's name and the email
address will flash up on the screen.
Remember, I will not send you an email asking you to help a friend of mine by purchasing gift cards.
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KITCHEN REMODEL IS DONE!
All appliances, dishes, pots and pans and supplies are back in our remodeled kitchen. The two
new dishwashers got major workouts on moving day as every dish in the church was washed,
sanitized, dried and consigned to the newly painted cupboards. By early afternoon, the
kitchen was ready for duty! Many thanks to all who participated – a job well done! [Editor’s note:
Completion date – 3/7/20]

In our Backyard:
A Christian Perspective on Human Trafficking in the U.S.
By Nita Belles

This book is now in our Library. Feel free to borrow it.
As you travel by car, bus, plane or cruise ship, shop, eat out, walking, or
staying in hotels beware of these red flags (listed below).
If you encounter anyone adult, child, male or female who exhibit any of these red flags call
the National Human Trafficking Resource Center Hotline at: 1 (888) 373-7888 to report the situation.
Michigan is the number 2 state when it comes to human trafficking in the U.S.

Below are a list of potential red flags and indicators of human trafficking:
Common Work and Living Conditions for individual(s) in question
• Is not free to come and go as needed
• Is under 18 and providing commercial sex act
• Is in the commercial sex industry under a manager
• Is unpaid, paid very little, or paid only through tips
• Works excessively long or unusual hours
• Is not allowed breaks, suffers unusual work restrictions
• Owes large debt and unable to pay it off
• Recruited through false promises concerning the nature and conditions of work
• High security measures present at work or living conditions (opaque or boarded up windows, bars on windows or
security cameras)
• Poor mental health or abnormal behavior
• Fearful, anxious, depressed submissive, tense paranoid
• Shows unusually fearful or anxious behavior at the mention of “law enforcement”
• Avoids eye contact
• Poor physical health
• Lacks health care
• Looks malnourished
• Show signs of physical sexual abuse, physical restraint confinement torture
• Lack Of control
• Has few or no personal possessions
• Has no control over own money, no financial records or bank account
• Has no personal ID or documents such as passport or under someone else’s control
• Person not allowed to speak for themselves, a third party may insist on being present.
• Claims to be just visiting, unable to clarify living address
• Has no knowledge of whereabouts, state or city they are in
• Loss of sense of time
• numerous inconsistencies in their story

Next UMW meeting: To Be Determined
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For APRIL

#982532

Changing the way we farm in the United States
Heifer USA works with small-scale farmers to help them transform their communities. Farms
become strong, community-focused businesses that support their families and spark economic
growth in rural America. With hands-on learning and access to livestock and horticulture
experts, we teach farmers how to grow their sustainable farm enterprise while caring for the
Earth. Farms become strong, community-focused businesses that support their families
Funds collected will be dedicated on the last Sunday of the month
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A PRAYER CALENDAR TO FOCUS YOUR DAYS

28 Day Covid-19 Prayer Calendar
Day
Day 1
Day 2
Day 3
Day 4
Day 5
Day 6
Day 7
Day 8

Focus
Book Chapter/Verse
Sickness
James 5:14
Death
John 14
Families
Isaiah 35: 4
Nurses
Isaiah 40: 28-31
Doctors
Jeremiah 1: 8
Caregivers
Jeremiah 29: 11-13
Isolated
Romans 5: 1-3
1st Responders Galatians 5: 22-23

Day 9
Day 10
Day 11
Day 12
Day 13
Day 14
Day 15
Day 16
Day 17
Day 18
Day 19
Day 20
Day 21
Day 22
Day 23
Day 24
Day 25
Day 26
Day 27
Day 28

Shopkeepers
Students
Researchers
Parents
Children
Pastors
Teachers
Loneliness
Newlyweds
Technicians
Gov. Leaders
Orphans
Congregations
Military
Elderly
Anger
Grandparents
Fear
New Life
Restoration
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Ephesians 4:32
Philippians 1: 3-6
Philippians 3: 12-14
Philippians 4: 12-13
Colossians 3: 12-14
Psalm 119: 108
Proverbs 3:5-6
Proverbs 12:25
Psalm 37: 4-5
Matthew 11:28
Nehemiah 6:16
Deuteronomy 1: 21
Psalm 46:1, 10
Joshua 1: 5-6
Psalm 91
Philippians 4:8
Hebrews 12:1
Isaiah 41:10
Luke 24:6
Psalm 23

Quotation
Let the elders anoint and pray for those who are sick
A place is prepared for us...do not be troubled
Be strong, do not fear
God will bear you up, you will run and not be weary
Do not be afraid, I am with your and will rescue you
Plans for you, a hope and a future
Suffering, perseverance, character, & hope
Fruits of the Spirit; love joy, peace, patience, kindness goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control,
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving
God who began a good work in you will complete it
Pressing toward the mark
We can do all things through Christ who strengthens us
Be clothed with compassion, kindness, patience
God’s Word is a lamp to our feet, a light to our path
Trust in the Lord…let God direct your path
Anxious heart weighs a person down; a kind word cheers us up
Desires of your heart, commit ways to him
Come those who are weary, I give rest, my burden is easy
All did their part… it was done with the help of God
Do not fear or be dismayed
God is our refuge & strength … Be still …
God will not leave or forsake you, be strong and courageous
God holds and protects you.
Whatever is true, noble right pure, lovely, admirable
Surrounded by a cloud of witnesses…run the race...
Do not fear…I will uphold you
He is not here…He risen
God leads beside still waters…and restores our soul S

APRIL 2020

CELEBRATING EASTER AT HOME
Posted on 3.25.2020
CINDY SOLOMON, Resource UMC
Usually, Holy Week involves multiple trips to church for special activities. But this year we look forward to a Stay-atHome-Easter. That doesn’t mean it can’t be glorious!
Holy Week and Easter traditionally provide a wealth
of opportunities for remembering, meditating and
celebrating at church.
Adults may set aside time for more intense prayer,
study, and service. But what do families, especially
those with younger children, do at home for Holy
Week and Easter?
“While many families celebrate Advent in the home,
it may be harder to observe Holy Week at home,”
acknowledged Lynn Gilliam.
“After all, it’s much easier to talk with our children
about the baby in the manger than it is to discuss
Jesus’ death and the events leading up to it. But just
as the observance of Advent helps us to prepare for
the celebration of Christmas, observing Holy Week
helps prepare us for the joyous celebration of Easter.”
Gilliam, senior editor of Pockets, a magazine for children published by The Upper Room, shares additional ideas to help families journey toward
Easter together and then to make Easter a season-long, rather than one-day, celebration.
Have simpler meals. Fasting, one of the most ancient spiritual disciplines, is not appropriate for everyone, certainly not for young children. But
simplifying meals can remind everyone of the solemnity of the week leading up to sunset on Holy Saturday. Simply eliminating desserts is an easy
way to do this. Talk to your children about how giving up something we enjoy can remind us of Jesus’ giving up his life for us.
Read together about the events of the last weeks of Jesus’ life in your Bible. Children who are old enough and enjoy reading can read some of the
passages to the family.
Add the events of Holy Week to your family prayers. For example, you could pray, “God, we remember today how Jesus served his friends by
washing their feet. Help us to serve others, too.”
On Easter Sunday, celebrate at home in a big way. Make “Christ is risen!” banners to hang around the house. Have a special food. If fresh flowers
— a colorful symbol of new life — are available, bring some in to decorate the spaces where your family gathers. Teach your children the
traditional Easter greeting, “Alleluia! Christ is risen!” and the response, “The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!”
Lent- and Easter-related craft ideas can be found on Pinterest and online blogs.
Host an at-home foot washing ceremony on Maundy Thursday using the account of the Lord’s Supper in John 13:1-11. Washing someone else’s
feet, especially for children to wash their parents’ feet and each other’s, can be a powerful experience.
Watch the sunrise together on Easter morning (the time of day the Resurrection was discovered). Remember that Easter is a season.
Create a family worship space. To continue the celebration throughout the Easter season, Gilliam suggested setting up praise space–a table, a
corner of the family room, wherever the family can gather. Decorate the space for Easter with symbols of new life — flowers, a budding branch,
pictures of butterflies or baby animals (invite children to draw these or cut them out from old magazines), etc. In the days following Easter Sunday,
gather there each day as a family to pray together and read a short passage of scripture about the events following the Resurrection.”
Practice kindness and helping others. Write notes or make phone calls to other homebound people in the community. Let them know your family
is praying for them. The number of people who could use Easter cheer is almost limitless and the joy of Easter is good news for all.
Hide a chocolate egg. Burrows offered an interesting idea. “When I was a kid,” he said, “one of the coolest things after Easter was to find that one
chocolate egg that had gone unnoticed. It was like a little bit of Easter had snuck into the following week.
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MONTHLY CALENDAR
1ST Sunday of every month:
Holy Communion served – “Take communion as often as you can. It’s food for the journey.” All are
welcome.
▪
Leelanau Area Food Pantry Collection
Donations of canned goods and packaged food are collected for the Leelanau Area Food Pantry. The
pantry is always in need of volunteers. Please contact Elaine Pentilla for more information.
▪
Men’s Breakfast – 2nd Saturday of the month at 8:30 AM
▪ United Methodist Women meet – 2nd Tuesday of the month at 11:00 AM
▪ ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL – 4th Sunday after worship - Your participation and service is appreciated!
Mission of the Month – donations are collected every Sunday for a wide variety of ministries and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
(for local families in need). Just look for the “pails.”

Our Vision Statement:
A community who goes out, serving in love, sharing Christ.
“Go, Serve. Share Christ.”

DATE

COUNTER

HOSTS

USHERS

READERS

April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26

Please continue to support the church by mailing your offerings to:
Empire United Methodist Church, PO Box 261, Empire 49630
or by contacting Roy Pentilla [erpentilla@aol.com]
for on-line giving
(we still need to pay for the utilities, staff and other bills to keep the
church going). If you wish to contribute to the Pastor's Discretionary
Fund, or this month’s Mission – Heifer International #982532,
please make the notation on your check.
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Serving as the Hands & Feet of Christ
136 Years in Empire
1884 – 2020

EUMC Mission Statement
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to hear others,
share in God’s truths, join in worship, and celebrate in the Joy of God’s
grace.”
SUNDAYS
10:00 AM
Worship Service
8:00 PM
AA Group
MONDAYS
9:00-1:00
Church Office open
10:00 AM
Worship Team
WEDNESDAYS
9:00-1:00
Church Office open
8:00 PM
NA Group
THURSDAYS
9:00-1:00
Church Office open
10:00 AM
Worship Team

The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH. Our mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street,
Empire, MI 49630. We can be reached at 231.326.5510 or
www.empireumc@centurytel.net. Information and items for publication
must be received at the church office by the 3rd Wednesday of the month.

CHECK YOUR EMAILS
FOR UPDATED DATES & TIMES
OR
CALL THE OFFICE 326-5510

EMPIRE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PO Box 261 - 10500 Michigan Street
Empire MI 49630
TO:
Rev. Melody Olin, Pastor
(231) 326-5510
Cell: (989) 560-1667
empireumc@gmail.com
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church
Website: www.empiremiumc.org
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