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The Pastor’s Page    
 

 This past week the United Methodist Church held a 
special session of the General Conference to address the 
rules within our Book of Discipline that exclude people who 
live gay lives from celebrating marriage and being ordained 
within our church.  
 The Council of Bishops put forth a plan title the “One 
Church Plan” that allowed for individual conferences, 
churches, and pastors to make different choices about this 
question without suffering direct repercussions.  A minister 
could choose whether to perform a wedding ceremony for a 
same sex couple and his or her choice would be considered 
acceptable. The decision for who should be ordained would 
be decided at the conference level.  A church could decide if 
it was open or not open to receiving a minister based upon 
the minister’s viewpoint.     
 Another proposal offered was titled “The Traditional 
Plan.”  This plan is a continuance of the wording currently 
within our Book of Discipline that excludes “practicing 
homosexuals” from being ordained and forbids clergy from 
taking part in same sex wedding ceremonies.  This plan went 
further to strengthen this language and the penalties for 
violating the disciplinary rules.   
 I was not a part of this General Conference, but one 
can read descriptions of the meeting online.  At the final call, 
the One Church Plan was voted down and the Traditional 
Plan was accepted by a vote of 438 to 384. This was 
accomplished largely on the growing strength and traditional 
understandings of those within our United Methodist Church 
who live beyond the boundaries of the United States. While 
our church within our country has been in a decline since the 
early 1970’s, the church in areas around the world 
(particularly in Africa) have been growing.   Therefore, the 
rule of the church has become based upon a global majority 
and not just on what has been developing as our political and 
cultural norm.  
 The arguments and counter arguments are too 
numerous and detailed for me to address in this simple 
article, but the implications and consequences of this action 
may be great.  What happens when it becomes obvious that 
full acceptance of people within our church’s rules, regardless 
of gender identification and sexual orientation, is never going 
to occur?      What happens when no middle ground can 

be agreed upon?  Does the fight just continue forever, 
until mostly everyone is gone?   What gain is that?  Do we 
finally agree to separate and allow people to follow their 
conscience?  
 I can’t say that I really know, but the rules of our 
church that have existed since we merged together and 
called ourselves the United Methodist Church (back in 
1968) have been maintained once again by this General 
Conference. Time and actions will tell what will become of 
the United Methodist Church.   
 Now personally, I think God works within the 
church regardless of our contemporary political and 
cultural flaws.  The question should never be why we are 
losing members, but rather, how have we ever been able 
to keep our doors open in the first place.  The answer is 
that we are the recipient of God’s grace.   God is not 
present because we are here, but we are present because 
God is here.  This will never change.  Probably the answer 
to our problems is found somewhere in the place where 
we set aside ego and ownership and turn towards a love 
for God and service to others.  Jesus told us simply to take 
up our cross and follow him.  Then there is life. 
 
  

  Blessings, 

Pastor Russell Logston 
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SAVE THE DATE: March  11 at 11 AM  
 

The Empire unit of United Methodist Women will meet on Tuesday, March 11.  All women of 
the church are invited to attend.  The purpose of the United Methodist Women “shall be a 

community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through 
participation in the Global ministries of the church.”  We will celebrate United Methodist Women’s 150th birthday.  
Lunch will be served. 
 
 

========================================================= 

 

Monday Morning Men’s Group @ 9:00 AM  
 THE LECTIONARY study with Pastor Russell 

Thursday Bible Study @ 2:30 PM 
“Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther”  

Pastor Tom Petersen, leader 

Sunday Lenten Bible Study @ 9:15 AM  

 Begins March 10 with Pastor Russell 
   “It Is Finished” – a 6-weel study 

Everyone welcome!!! 
 

========================================================= 

                                             PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Your coins and cash that crash into the collection cans on the fourth Sunday of March (3/24) will  
help relieve the stress of rent and utility payments, car maintenance, gas costs, etc.  What a blessing  
to those who receive and to those who give.                

                                    THANK YOU FOR HELPING!!! 
 

  
    Loud Offering:      Sunday, March 24              

======================================================================= 
 

 
LENT BEGINS  - ASH WEDNESDAY  MARCH 6 – 7:00 PM Worship Service 

Imposition of Ashes 
 
A PRAYER FOR LENT 
Father God, help us never forget that Jesus knew his time was coming.  
The rest of us pass blissfully through life knowing we will die “someday.”  
Jesus knew the time was near, yet he continued to show love and faith.  
He continually put himself on the line, when most of us would have run 
away in fear.  God, during this time of Lent, give us just one small taste of 
what it must have been like for him.  Help us appreciate the great love 
your Son had for us -- a love that kept him living for others, even when 
he knew he was going to die.  Amen. 

 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://s3.amazonaws.com/static.ragamuffinsoul.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/small_group20logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://carloswhittaker.com/2009/12/small-groups-is-it-time-for-a-change/&h=496&w=921&tbnid=WNsbNAO5b-AutM:&docid=Ku58KMVbk-oBdM&hl=en&ei=CpIFVp_3E8_lervFgogM&tbm=isch&ved=0CCwQMygPMA9qFQoTCJ-kmP3nksgCFc-yHgodu6IAwQ
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3rd Annual Arts & Crafts Fair planned for May 18 
Preparations for EUMC’s 3rd Annual Arts & Crafts 
Fair has begun!  Laurie Taghon is in the process 
of recruiting vendors and the team is looking for 
volunteers for planning and to work the event 
(advertising, “café,” event staff, set-up, clean 
up, etc.).  A sign-up sheet will be in fellowship 
hall.  This is a major fundraiser for EUMC, and 
your participation is vital.  If you have 
suggestions to improve  the event in any way, 
please contact a team member:  Jan Lyon, Sandy 
Mallory or Laurie Taghon.  If you know of 
possible vendors, please contact Laurie by email 
at:  artsfundraiser@hotmail.com.   

 
 

Make Your Life Count 
“In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha … 

She was always doing good and helping the poor.” 

Acts 9:16 

Annie J. Flint penned the wonderful words to this well-known poem. 
 Christ has no hands but our hands to do his work today; 
 He has no feet but our feet to lead men on their way; 
 He has no tongue but our tongues to tell men how he died; 
 He has no help but our help to bring them to his side. 

Jesus needs you and me to tell the world about him!  He doesn’t ask us to do this all alone; he promises that he will be 
there, helping us along the way.  It is our responsibility to change hearts, but it is our responsibility to share the Good 
News.  God will take it from there. 
 Make your life count – be the hands, the voice, the feet of Jesus to somebody today.   [Power For Life Bible] 

 
 

Thank you, EUMC, for your generous support 
of Church World Services’ Blanket+ Program.  
Contributions totaled $355 to date.   
    The Missions Commission 

 
     
        
 
Daylight 
Savings  
Time 
Begins 
Sunday,  
March 10 

Begin each day this Lenten Season with a 

meditation.  Find a quiet place where you can 

be open to the peaceful presence of God.  

Allow time for the words to sink in, for the 

message to unfold.  Consider how the ideas 

might change your life, challenge your 

attitudes and beliefs, and inform your heart.  

Lent is a season of conversion.  This is the 

journey of Lent and Easter. 

mailto:artsfundraiser@hotmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P_ShTxdnY8WxEcDRmwfy3PpOIz3PgtQ7l1K1l99W7FY
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Jubilee House Homeless Shelter Collection 

                                       (“SOX BOX”) 
The season of spring will soon be here , but in the meantime Friends, who use the shelter during its open time of 10 AM 
to 2 PM and then walk the streets until an area church opens to provide supper, need hard-soled shoes and boots for 
support, dryness and warmth. Constant needs include jeans, jackets, baseball caps, sweatshirts, underwear and, as 
always, sox (five pairs a day are given to clients). Backpacks or sturdy big bags in which to carry their belongings are 
blessings. Items can be placed in the SOX BOX (in the Fellowship Hall) at any time. Monetary donations are also 
welcome for shelter staples. Ron Meade continues to deliver the items to Jubilee House.  

                                   THANK YOU for sharing. 
 

 

 

Transfiguration of Jesus  
 On March 10, we will celebrate Transfiguration Sunday at EUMC.   The Transfiguration of Christ is 
the culminating point of His public life [His Baptism is the starting point, and His Ascension its end].  
This glorious event has been related in detail in Matthew 17:1-6, Mark 9:1-8, Luke 9:28-36, Peter  
1:16-18 and John 1:14. 
 According to the Gospels, Peter, James, son of Zebedee and John the Apostle were with Jesus 
upon the mountain. The transfiguration put Jesus above Moses and Elijah, the two preeminent figures 
of Judaism. It also supports his identity as the Son of God. In keeping with the Messianic Secret, Jesus 
tells the witnesses not to tell others what they saw until he has risen on the third day after his death 
on the cross. 
 In the narrative, after the voice speaks, Elijah and Moses have disappeared, and Jesus and the 
three apostles head down the mountain, Jesus telling his apostles to keep the "vision" a secret until 
the "Son of Man" had risen from the dead. The apostles are described as questioning among 
themselves as to what Jesus meant by "risen from the dead" (Mark 9:9-10). 
 
 

 
 

 

2019 Lenten Calendar for March 
 

 

 
 

DATE 

 
 

TIME 

 
 

NOTES 

 
Ash Wednesday 

 
March 6 

 
7:00 PM 

 
Worship Service 
 

 
Sunday Morning 
Lenten Bible Study 
 

 
March 10 – April 14 

 
9:15 AM 

 
Before Worship 
 

 
 

http://www.emanuelumc.org/wiki/File:Transfiguration_by_Lodovico_Carracci.jpg


THE BEACON                                                                                                                                                          MARCH 2019 

 
All are invited to attend the Lenten Bible Study that begins on 
Sunday, March 10 at 9:15 AM.    
 
“It Is Finished” is a 6-week study about Christ’s final words. 
 
The weekly study can be found on www.RightNowMedia.com 
[EUMC is a subscriber].  If you need access to this website, 
please see Pastor Russell for instructions. 

 
“Sometimes seeing God at work in the world requires us to see what shouldn’t be 
here but is.” 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 ========================== 
       

      Saturday, March 9 
       at 8:30 AM  
                                    2nd Saturday of each month 
 

                              Fellowship Hall 
  

                          Invite a Friend, or 2! 

  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjTqNz9397gAhWBr4MKHY3pA4sQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fs3.amazonaws.com%2Fgiftfunez%2Flent-clip-art-free.html&psig=AOvVaw1JY7vPVh2noBqUGpzFFBgN&ust=1551454309253717
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 ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL NOTES 
The next scheduled meeting is THURSDAY, MARCH 7 AT 1:00 PM.   

The February 24th Administrative 
Council meeting was cancelled due to 
inclement weather.   
PLEASE NOTE:  The following paragraph 
was omitted from the January 20th 
minutes: 
“Education Report: Pat reported that 
Sunday school had steady attendance 
and they were studying the disciples. 
They studied Peter today and had the 
children wrap a rock in cloth, 
symbolizing Peter as the Rock on which 
Christ built his church. They were to 
place it under their pillow to remind 

them to pray and to place it on the dresser to remind them in the morning.”  

All Team/Committee Members in full membership are a part of the Administrative Council and are asked to attend 
and participate in the monthly meetings. 

 

• Each chairperson shall be present to give a report at the monthly Administrative Council meeting.  If you cannot 
attend, please submit a written report to the Administrative Council Chair prior to the meeting. 

• All within the Congregation are encouraged to attend and have a voice in the Administrative Council meetings. 
 

We meet the 4th Sunday of each month after worship! 
 
 

“When the Spirit Moves”     Acts 4:31-32 
March winds are part of our normal weather pattern.  We anticipate spring.  We fly kites.  A new season is “blowing in.”  
How thankful we are when we sense the Spirit of God moving among us like a refreshing wind.  The early church 
experienced it, and Luke recorded it in Acts 4:31-32 (NIV):  “After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was 
shaken.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.  All the believers were one in 
heart and mind.  No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had.”  When 
we recognize God’s ownership of all we have, pray and witness boldly, and sense a desire to minister to others through 
giving, be assured: the wind of the Spirit is moving in us.  May the breezes of spring come and may the Spirit of God 
bring spiritual refreshing to our life and church.” 
 

 

MARCH 31  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwip69KYjt3gAhXLzIMKHSUCBZUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wisconsinumc.org%2Fconnections%2Fconference-news%2Flatest-news%2F3965-celebrate-umcor-sunday-march-11&psig=AOvVaw1QZu2MdQALJ3wspAXBDYtV&ust=1551397993599631
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi2x_eTit3gAhWF4IMKHTzDDNcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fsuncityaz.org%252Frcsc%252Fboard-and-committee-meetings%252F%26psig%3DAOvVaw0t-tA1eAJRGkCaqb_bqXQx%26ust%3D1551396923444231&psig=AOvVaw0t-tA1eAJRGkCaqb_bqXQx&ust=1551396923444231
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MONTHLY CALENDAR 

1ST Sunday of every month: 
Holy Communion served – “Take communion as often as you can.  It is food for the 
journey.”   All are welcome. 
▪ Leelanau Area Food Pantry Collection 

Donations of canned goods and packaged food are collected for the Leelanau Area Food 
Pantry.  The pantry is always in need of volunteers.  Please contact Pastor Russell or 
Elaine Pentilla  for more information. 

▪ Men’s Breakfast – 2nd Saturday of the month at 8:30 AM 
▪ United Methodist Women meet – 2nd Tuesday of the month at 11:00 AM 
▪ ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL –  4th Sunday after worship 
▪  Your participation and service is appreciated! 
 

Last Sunday of every Month:   Loud Offering (save your change) – to help a wide variety of charities and the 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for local families in need). 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  
     
   

       
   

 
   USHERS:     HOST: 
   03/03 Margaret Hodge John Rude  03/03 Kay Coombs 
   03/10 Tim Egeler Dan Giddis  03/10 Pat Smith 
   03/17 Kay Coombs Jim Dorsey  03/17 Sue Palmer 
   03/24 Dan Davis Pete Mallory  03/24 Jean Petersen 
   03/31 Margaret Hodge John Rude  03/31 Jan Lyon    
 

   COUNTERS:     READERS: 
   03/03 Bill Lyon  Sandy Mallory    03/03 Jean Petersen 
   03/10    Jan Lyon  Beth Noonan       03/10 Meredith Goodrick 
   03/17 Tom Petersen Gerri Sorbie          03/17 Sandi Flack 
   03/24 Rod Meade Kay Wilcox  03/24 Kay Coombs 
   03/31 Kay Wilcox Rod Meade  03/31 Rod Meade 
    

  

Our Vision Statement:   
Be a Companion in Faith to All, That Jesus Christ May Live in All. 
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Serving as the Hands & Feet of Christ 
135 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2019 
The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH.  Our mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street, 

Empire, MI 49630.  We can be reached at 231.326.5510 or 
www.empireumc@centurytel.net.  Information and items for publication 
must be received at the church office by the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to hear others, 
share in God’s truths, join in worship, and celebrate in the Joy of God’s 
grace.”  
   SUNDAYS 
9:15 AM  Lenten Bible Study (March 10-April 14) 
10:30 AM  Worship Service 
                Sunday School after Children’s Moment 
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
9:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study - Pastor Russell Logston 
10:00 AM  Worship Team 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
10:00 AM  Worship Team  
2:30 PM  Bible Study – Rev.  Tom Petersen 
4:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 
                 EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
PO Box 261 - 10050 Michigan Street 
        Empire  MI  49630 
 
Rev. Russell K. Logston, Pastor 
(231) 326-5510              
empireumc@centurytel.net 
pastor_empireumc@centurytel.net  
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church    TO: 
Website: www.empiremiumc.org 
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