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The Pastor’s Page            
  
(This thoughtful illustration came from a friend. I adapted it 

just a little, although the author was not given.) 

 

 A professor of philosophy walked into her lecture 

hall with a glass of water in hand. The hall was filled with 

antsy students who were eager to finish up class before 

heading home for the Christmas break. As she wound her way 

through the aisles, the professor raised the glass of water 

where everyone could see it; most of the students anticipated 

the predictable "half empty or half full" question. Instead, with 

a smile on her face, she inquired: "How heavy is this water?"  

 The students all went completely silent for a moment 

as they started thinking it through, then began calling out 

answers ranging from eight to 20 ounces. One astute student 

asked, "Does the glass matter?" 

 The professor replied, "The absolute weight doesn't 

matter; it depends on how long I hold the glass filled with 

water. If I hold it all up for a minute or two, it's not a problem. 

If I hold it for an hour, my arm will probably start to ache. If I 

continue to hold it for a day, my arm will go numb and feel 

paralyzed. The weight of the glass doesn't change, but the 

longer I hold it, the heavier it becomes."  

 She continued, "The stress and worries that you carry 

around in life are like that glass of water. Think on them for a 

minute or so and nothing happens... keep thinking about them 

for a bit longer, and they begin to hurt. And, if you think about 

them and hold them up all day long, you will feel paralyzed—

incapable of doing anything." 

 Remember to put the glass down. Christmas is a time 

of both letting go and picking up. Each year we have the 

opportunity to let go of past misunderstandings and mistakes. 

We also have the opportunity to find clarity and practice 

forgiveness and love. The longer we focus on what is truly 

important, the more we feel relief at putting down our glass of 

worries and finding joy in today. 

  

I think there can be a lot of truth to this illustrative story. 

The scriptures show that God’s plan for salvation and 

forgiveness was a given from the first moments of creation.  

Even in the Genesis story God declares that Adam and Eve’s 

offspring would crush the head of the snake (who by 

deceiving Adam and Eve caused them to sin) It is difficult not 

see Jesus as the fulfillment of that prophesy; as the one in 

whom every person might find forgiveness and a restored 

relationship with God.  Jesus birth was the end of darkness 

  
within every human life who seeks his light.   Perhaps we 

can argue that God’s only intention for us is that we should 

find that forgiveness and new life.  God chooses never to 

hang on to separation or pain within this life.   God only 

chooses to heal the brokenness and lift up that which has 

fallen down. God doesn’t expend energy holding a grudge. 

 Now I don’t think that doesn’t mean that there is 

never judgement, or consequences for a wrong done.  God 

is holy, and calls us to be holy, but it means that God has 

always made a way for us to unburden ourselves and truly 

live.  If we carry a heavy weight of ill will then it has been 

our choice not to set it down.  If we are separated from 

God, then it has been our choice not to seek God.  If we 

are even lost for eternity, then it is because we have failed 

to avail ourselves to all the love, mercy, and grace God has 

poured out upon our world and life.   

 This Christmas may we see within every light, 

present, and cookie a reminder of Jesus’ birth, and the 

grace of God that chose to be with us and for us, so that we 

might have life.  Then may we seek God’s grace even 

more that we may put down any glass of bitterness that we 

have been holding on to and lift up the cup of life that God 

has so richly filled for our eternal benefit. 

  Blessings, 

Pastor Russell Logston 
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SAVE THE DATE: 
December 4 – 12 Noon Annual Christmas Luncheon.  This year’s theme is: 

“Christmas Around the World.”  A tasty lunch of soup, salad, assorted breads, 
dessert, punch and coffee will be served.  A skit by Pat Smith is on the program.  

Ladies: Come, join in the fun!  Please let us know if you’re coming as there is limited seating (326-5510). 

Check out the new books on the book rack in the UMW Corner! 

 

 

Sunday Morning Group Study @ 9:30 – 10 AM 

 Advent Study Dec. 2 – Dec. 23 Pastor Russell, leader 

Monday Morning Men’s Group @ 9:00 AM  
 THE LECTIONARY study with Pastor Russell 

Thursday Bible Study @ 2:30 PM 
1 & 2 Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles  by Charles R. Britt 

Pastor Tom Petersen, leader 

Everyone welcome!!! 
 

          

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  
SHOEBOX PACKING  
 

On Sunday, November 11, 47 shoeboxes 

were packed.  Thank you, EUMC, for supporting 
this annual mission.  Many children around the 

world will receive shoebox gifts this year.   
 
 

 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 

December’s  loud offering will go for numerous needs of people in our community. Your coins and cash 
that crash into the cans help relieve the stress of rent and utility payments, car maintenance, gas costs, 
etc.  It’s a blessing to those who receive and to those who give.                
                 THANK YOU FOR SHARING on December 30!!! 
 
 

 

20th Annual children’s Book Drive  
through December 17 
     You could give the wonderful gift of a book to a child whose family needs assistance this 
Christmas season.   
     Choose a child from categories listed at Glen Lake Library and The Cottage Book Shop.  The 
book can be purchased anywhere and brought back to the library or book store.  
     At The Cottage Book Shop you can buy the book (at 20% discount) and have it wrapped for 
you.  See the poster on the bulletin board with more information. 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://s3.amazonaws.com/static.ragamuffinsoul.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/small_group20logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://carloswhittaker.com/2009/12/small-groups-is-it-time-for-a-change/&h=496&w=921&tbnid=WNsbNAO5b-AutM:&docid=Ku58KMVbk-oBdM&hl=en&ei=CpIFVp_3E8_lervFgogM&tbm=isch&ved=0CCwQMygPMA9qFQoTCJ-kmP3nksgCFc-yHgodu6IAwQ
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Jubilee House Homeless Shelter Collection  (“SOX BOX”) 
Christmas is coming, and colder conditions continue.  Adults, who use the shelter between 10 AM - 2 PM and then walk 
the streets until an area church opens to provide supper, are in desperate need of hard-soled shoes and boots for 
support, dryness and warmth.  Hand warmers would be appreciated.  
     Other needs at this time of year include jeans, jackets, gloves, scarves, hats, sweatshirts, underwear and, as always, 
sox (five pairs a day are given to clients).  Backpacks or sturdy big bags (such as store bags for .99 or sturdier for $1.99) in 
which to carry their belongings are blessings.  Items can be placed in the SOX BOX (in Fellowship Hall) at any time. 
Monetary donations are also welcome for shelter staples. Thanks to Ron Meade who, over the years, has transported 
the items to Jubilee House. 
     Jubilee House celebrates Christmas with their “friends” by decorating the house, having a Christmas service and by 
giving each one a “Goodie Bag” as a Christmas gift.  We can help with this celebration by donating a variety of items that 
will be put into the goodie bags: new “sox”, candy bars, small packages of dried fruit and/or nuts, gift card (McDonald’s, 
coffee house, etc.). 
     Please bring any of the above items to church and place in the “SOX BOX –  Goodie Bags.” Monetary donations are 
also welcome.        THANK YOU for sharing Christmas! 
 

  
Thanks to all Sunday Worship Readers in 2018! 

Are others ready to be readers? 

If you’d like to take an active part in the church service by reading scriptures during 2019, please 
 your place name on sign-up sheet (on table) in Fellowship Hall.                                                                                          

                                            

 
God Has Given You a Gift  -  2nd 
Corinthians 8:9  
“Do we have to buy her a present?  Him, too?”  “You don’t 
need to get him/her a real expensive gift.”  “Well, they 
gave me a gift last year.”  Have you heard any of those 
comments during the Christmas season?  Our motives for 
buying some gifts may be based on courtesy, duty, or 
tradition – all of which may not be bad but certainly fall 
short of motives such as love or “because I want to.”  
Sometimes we may not be sure what our motives are; we 
just think we have to give a gift.  The Bible makes clear 
that Christ’s motive for giving Himself to and for us was 
that we “might become rich.”  The gift has been given – 

verified in history, recorded clearly by all the Gospel writers, and experienced by multitudes of believers.  God gave His 
Son, who willingly gave Himself for us.  His motive: that we might become rich – rich in faith, rich in Christ, rich in hope, 
rich in eternal life, and rich in love.  There is only one explanation for such giving: grace, unearned and undeserved love 
of God for us.  What a gift!  
 

   Men’s Breakfast  
 Saturday, December 8 at 8:30 AM  
   2nd Saturday of each month 

       Fellowship Hall  
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The Micki Barr Memorial Giving Tree 
 

"This year, the Missions Team will collect “gift cards” (from Meijer’s, Walmart or other 
big box stores)and “gas cards” (from EZ Mart, Meijer’s) for the Micki Barr Memorial 

Giving Tree.  Mittens designated “gift card” and “gas card” will be hung on the 
tree.  Please take a mitten (or as many as you wish), purchase a card (as 
designated on each mitten) and place your donation in the container, labeled  

“The Micki Barr Memorial Giving Tree” in Fellowship Hall.  The cards will be 
distributed to local families by the Missions Team.  Please place all donations in the container 
labeled “The Micki Barr Memorial Giving Tree” by December 16." 

 
 

Celebrating the Christmas Story in Song 
 We love to sing at Christmas!  On Sunday, December 16, the choir, the Sunday school children and 
readers will present the annual Christmas Cantata.    Christmas carols are at the very heart of observing 
Christmas.  They are a rich heritage that has been passed on to us through the years.  We celebrate the birth of 
Jesus, as we sing these carols, and listen to the scriptures telling that wonderful story.  Come, join us for 
worship and the Christmas Cantata on December 16. 
 

 
Benefit Dinner for The Egeler Family . .  

 

Spaghetti “Bolognese” 

 
Friday, Dec. 7 

5:00 to 7:00 PM 
Dinner includes salad, rolls, dessert and beverage 

Free will Offering 
Volunteers Needed  

(Sign up Sheet on Table next to Kitchen) 
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All who entered into the story of Jesus’ birth ended their journey in worship before the Christ:  

Mary, Elizabeth, Joseph, the shepherds, the magi. 

 

What provokes joy and wonder in the Christmas season for us? 

What do we worship?  

Jesus is the center of our worship for the season. 

 

December 2 
1st Sunday of Advent 

9:30 AM  Advent Bible Study Gathering 
10:30 AM Worship 

 

December 9 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

9:30 AM  Advent Bible Study Gathering 
10:30 AM Worship 

 

December 16 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

9:30 AM  Advent Bible Study Gathering 
10:30 AM Worship 

Christmas Cantata: “Singing the Christmas Story” 
Christmas musical presented by the choir, readers and children 

 

December 23 
4th Sunday of Advent 

9:30 AM  Advent Bible Study Gathering 
10:30 AM Worship 

 

December 24 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
7:00 PM Worship 

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-0koF2UQ0aE0/ULYpQ6-4mxI/AAAAAAAACQ8/_v4umTl53cg/s1600/holiday%2Bservices.jpg&imgrefurl=http://kifumc.blogspot.com/2012/11/december-2012-newsletter.html&h=1185&w=1600&tbnid=QsUb_YajwjwcpM:&docid=K4F1Pg_taic6dM&hl=en&ei=YY5LVrzoKZPToAS67rr4BQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CAUQMygCMAI4yAFqFQoTCPycyKqmmMkCFZMpiAodOrcOXw
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GOVERNANCE BOARD MEETING   
NOVEMBER 27, 2018   5:00 pm – Potluck Dinner   
PRESENT:   Jan & Bill Lyon, Barb & Jim Fowler, Pastor Russell, Roy Pentilla, Sandy 
Mallory, Kay Wilcox, Tom & Jean Petersen, Rod Meade, Beth & Roger Noonan, Kay 
Coombs 
 Pastor blessed the food and opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Minutes of the October 23 Meeting were read; motion to approve by B. Lyon, 
second by J. Fowler 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Roy stated that the equitable compensation form is being 
worked on; an internal annual audit to be completed this week.  Discussion re: Income/Expenses to 10.31.18 (copy 
attached).  At the December meeting, we will discuss balance due on ministry shares. 
 
Pastor/Parish Team:  no report 
 
Mission Team:  Rod said the team will meet on Thursday at 1:00 PM.  Will work further on plans for the Egeler benefit 
dinner.  Packed 47 shoeboxes on the 11th, 12 more than last year. 
 
Trustees:  Jean reported that the parsonage’s new refrigerator is working well.  Clean, wax and polish the tiles 
floors is planned after the holidays.  Tim Egeler has been awarded the contract for snow plowing.  The mouse problem is 
being worked on. 
 
United Methodist Women: The annual women’s Christmas luncheon is next Tuesday 
 
Worship: Will finish decorating the sanctuary this week.  The Christmas Cantata is planned for December 16, with 
the choir, readers and Sunday school children participating.  Christmas Eve worship service is at 7:00 pm.  Comment 
made that the Hanging of the Greens in last Sunday’s service was a worshipful experience.  Others expressed that they 
liked seeing congregation participation. 
 
Hospitality: Need volunteers for ushering during the winter months.   
Compassionate Care Givers: They will hold their last meeting for this session tomorrow.  Kay Coombs felt this a good 
missional outreach.  Invitations were sent to local churches but no response, as yet.  Several EUMC families are 
participating.   
 
Nominations Team: Pastor reported that the team has prepared a slate of 2019 Administrative Council officers to be 
presented at our charge conference, tentatively scheduled for December 17 at 12 Noon, with the District 
Superintendent.  The congregation must vote on the question of returning to the “Administrative Council” format for 
governing the church and on the slate of officers for 2019.  The congregation’s attendance is requested. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:   

• Family medical issues:  Pastor will be traveling to Grand Rapids tomorrow.   Jane has 
surgery there on Thursday.  Pastor will be taking care of his medical concerns on the 

12.4, with surgery on 12.6 (outpatient).  Tom Petersen will preach on the 9th.    

• Guidelines will be provided to the new Memorial Committee chair.  
 

Motion to adjourn by Bill Lyon; Jim Fowler, Seconded. Adjourned at 6:22 PM.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sandy Mallory, secretary  



THE BEACON                                                                                                                                                     DECEMBER 2018C 

 

 MONTHLY CALENDAR 

1ST Sunday of every month: 
Holy Communion served – “Take communion as often as you 
can.  It is food for the journey.”   All are welcome. 

▪ Leelanau Area Food Pantry Collection 
Donations of canned goods and packaged food are collected for the Leelanau Area Food Pantry.  The pantry is 
always in need of volunteers.  Please contact Pastor Russell or Elaine Pentilla  for more information. 

▪ Men’s Breakfast – 2nd Saturday of the month at 8:30 AM 
▪ United Methodist Women meet – 2nd Tuesday of the month at 11:00 AM 

Last Sunday of every Month:   Loud Offering (save your change) – to help a wide variety of charities and the 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for people in need). 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
     
   

          
   USHERS:     HOST: 
   12.02 Pete Mallory Tim Egeler  12.02 Kay Coombs 
   12.09 Dan Davis Jan Lyon  12.09 Jim Sorbie 
   12.16 Jim Sorbie __________  12.16 Sue Palmer 
   12.23 Pete Mallory Tim Egeler  12.23 Jan Lyon 
   12.24 __________ __________ 
   12.30 __________ __________  12.30 Kay Coombs 
 
 

   COUNTERS:     READERS: 
   12.02 Bill Lyon  Sandy Mallory    12.02 Tom Petersen 
   12.09    Jan Lyon  Beth Noonan       12.09 Meredith Goodrick 
   12.16 Tom Petersen Gerri Sorbie          12.16 Sandi Flack 
   12.23 Kay Coombs Roger Merillat  12.23 Kay Coombs 
   12.30 Rod Meade Kay Wilcox  12.30 Kay Coombs 
 
 

             

  

Our Vision Statement:   
Be a Companion in Faith to All, That Jesus Christ May Live in All. 
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Serving as the Hands & Feet of Christ 
134 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2018 
The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH.  Our mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street, 

Empire, MI 49630.  We can be reached at 231.326.5510 or 
www.empireumc@centurytel.net.  Information and items for publication 
must be received at the church office by the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to hear others, 
share in God’s truths, join in worship, and celebrate in the Joy of God’s 
grace.”  
   SUNDAYS 
9:30 – 10:00 Advent Bible Study 
10:30 AM  Worship Service 
                Sunday School after Children’s Moment 
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
9:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study - Pastor Russell Logston 
10:00 AM  Worship Team 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
10:00 AM  Worship Team  
2:30 PM  Bible Study – Rev.  Tom Petersen 
4:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 
                 EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
PO Box 261 - 10050 Michigan Street 
        Empire  MI  49630 
 
Rev. Russell K. Logston, Pastor 
(231) 326-5510              
empireumc@centurytel.net 
pastor_empireumc@centurytel.net  
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church    TO: 
Website: www.empiremiumc.org 
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