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The past few weeks on Tuesday we have been
viewing and studying a video series by Chip Ingram,
titled, “What | Believe.” Rev. Ingram argues that a
Christian does not need to suspend their ability to think
critically to accept the tenants of faith. Although we
have almost completed this series it is still available to
you through your RightNow Media account. (which our
church can freely provide to all who attend our church
as members and visitors) Rev. Ingram provides a good
basis for considering the information within the Bible
from a factual point of view. He argues for the literal
reality of the Jesus bodily resurrection, life after death,
our universe being God’s creation, the truth within the
scriptures, and our Christian understanding of God. He
differentiates opposing views and examines the
weakness of some current thought that is often
proclaimed as fact.

This month we have once again celebrated and
proclaimed the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.
How can we know that this really happened? | think |
find the greatest proof of the resurrection within
myself. | believe that the Spirit of Christ dwells within
me, because at one point in my life | prayed that Jesus
might be part of my life. | believe that my life was
changed from that point on, and the reality of that
change has continued to be made known time and
again in the years that | have lived. Basically, Christ is
alive within me, and if Jesus is alive today, then he rose
from the grave in the past.

The eyewitness accounts of that time tell us this
happened, and we can either choose to believe them or
not. Jesus said blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have come to believe.

However, there is also other evidence. One
such evidence of the resurrection may be the Shroud of
Turin. Recently | was viewing an on-line article about
some scientist who have used the shroud to create a 3-
D image of the person whose body was in the shroud.

If that person was Christ, then they have a sculpture of

his image in death. The shroud’s unique
properties allowed for the creation of this sculpture,
because the image captured on the shroud carries
with it a translatable depth. The image is not just
flat.

Although, there has always been a lot of
controversy over the authenticity of the shroud, to
my knowledge there is perhaps more that proves
the shroud came from the time of Christ than not.
No one has yet to disprove that the shroud is not
possibly the grave cloth of Christ. It seems highly
likely that the image represents that of a man who
was crucified. It bears the marks and real blood of a
person who suffered and died. This person’s death
mirrors the suffering of Christ as described in the
scriptures. The shroud may in fact be the linen
cloth used to bury Jesus. If this cloth is what many
claim it to be, then it represents a tangible artifact
from the resurrection. This too we can choose to
believe or not.

Within these personal experiences,
eyewitness accounts, real places and real things, is
as close as a person may ever come to capturing a
miracle of God. God has given us a lot to think about
if we need it.

John's gospel tells us that everything was
written down so “That [we] may believe that Jesus is
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing
[we] may have life in his name.” | hope you have
given this miracle and gift of God some thought this
Easter. Remember to always really think about what
God has done and is doing for you.
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The foolishness of God:
APRIL

When Easter falls on April
Fool’s Day

2018
By Polly House

<Tm peaple of The United Methodist Church®

God is the creator of comedy, according to the Rev. Jerry Herships,

s’ LR pastor of After Hours Church in Denver, Colorado, and former
NO fO Olln- L lt S EaSter- stand-up comedian. “God has to have a sense of humor when you
think about it. Just look at the hippos, the giraffes, or the
Kardashians!” “Add to that the fact that Easter is on April Fool’s Day this year. It almost makes it twice as funny; like the
resurrection wasn’t already hard enough to accept. But seriously, I think Jesus came back saying, ‘No, guys. I’'m not kidding. It’s me.
I’m back. I have overcome death.””

How did this happen?

Easter always falls on the first Sunday following the first full moon of the spring equinox, so while the day of the week, Sunday, stays
the same, the date can vary by almost six weeks. This year Easter falls on April 1. Yes, April Fool’s Day, a combination that hasn’t
happened since 1956.

Within the United Methodist Church, the focus is always to be on the Christian observance rather than the secular holiday when the
two coincide. But that doesn’t mean there can’t be some humor. Just look at the irony.

The origin of April Fool’s Day is unclear. One theory is that it came into being when the Julian calendar, which placed the new year
around the March equinox, was replaced with the Gregorian calendar, which placed the new year January 1. People who didn’t know
about the change or refused to accept it and continued to celebrate the new year in the spring were called April fools.

The Rev. Taylor Burton-Edwards, a specialist in United Methodist worship, said the resurrection really was a joke on those in power
at the time of the crucifixion. “They thought once Jesus was dead, he would be out of their way, things would go back to normal and
they would continue to reign forever. The joke was on them. They may have been used as the instrument of death for Jesus, but they
couldn’t make him stay dead!”

— 1 Cor. 1:25 (CEB)
“Jews ask for signs, and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, which is a scandal to Jews and
foolishness to Gentiles. But to those who are called—both Jews and Greeks—Christ is God’s power and God'’s
wisdom. This is because the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is
stronger than human strength.” (CEB).

Herships reminds us that with Jesus’ resurrection, God has the last laugh over death and suffering: “Every Easter really is April Fool’s
Day. For three days, the whole world, all of humanity, thought that hope and love were dead. But God came back to say, ‘Surprise!””

THE BEACON April 2018


https://afterhoursdenver.org/

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN Reading Program: 2018

The Reading Program encourages members to think critically about current issues through an
annual selection of member-reviewed books. It offers an excellent opportunity to deepen
United your spirituality and to broaden your understanding of our mission work.

Methodist The Reading Program Leads to Action!

Womeﬂ For almost 150 years, United Methodist Women have been involved in mission that
includes prayer, study and action. The Reading Program is a study opportunity, but it
should also lead to action. The purpose of the program is to encourage United Methodist Women members to:

e Expand understanding of and participation in God’s mission.

e Increase sensitivity to all human beings—their needs, interests and concerns.

e Encourage critical thinking about issues facing humanity today.

e Grow in understanding of Scripture as it relates to Christian faith in contemporary life.
e Enhance self-knowledge and act from that knowledge.

e Strengthen involvement in local and global Christian mission.

Kay Coombs read “Boundless” by Byran Bishop which is on the UMW Reading Program List. She found it to be a
book full of hope when it comes to spreading the good news of Jesus Christ to Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, Native
Americans and American youth. Bryan Bishop, in his travels around the globe, has discovered hidden movements among
these groups who are experiencing a new-found faith in Jesus outside the confines of traditional Christianity.

She stated this book will challenge us and allow us to help our neighbors who might be struggling or feeling disillusioned
with the traditional teachings of the Christian church today. Within the Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, Native American and
American youth we have new believers in Jesus who are discovering alternative paths of discipleship to Jesus. Since the
word Christianity has some negative stereotypes these groups have adopted a new identity: Buddhist - Children of God,
Muslims -Followers of Jesus; and Native American - The Jesus way. Each group has found a way to follow Jesus while
remaining a part of their culture.

Check out the book rack in the UMW Corner for 2018 books to read!

A
fs SAVE THE DATE
L Sat., May 19 ... 10 - 4
Empire United Methodist Church

Local Artisans
We will need volunteers — please contact:
Jan Lyon, JoAnne Beare or Laurie Taghon!
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REMINDER
District # 2 (formerly Grand Travers District) :
April 22nd, 3:00 —5:00 pm at Gaylord First UMC - SAVE THE DATE!
The incoming Superintendent will preside at an orientation gathering. The agenda will
include Worship/Devotions, selection of the new district name, election of officers,
visioning, budget i ssues, and initial planning.

Loving Money (1 Timothy 6:6 -10)

What do you think about genetic research? We have

already developed the ability to do things we only

imagined a few years ago. One lingering fear of this

research is expressed in the oft -repeated statement,
AfSomeday someone will creade a
that the research could become detrimental to

For the love of money humankind rather than make a positive contribution.

. . The Bible affirms love i the love of God, for God, and

IS a root Of a" klnds O’ for others 1 as perhaps the greatest attribute of God

evils. and His children. What about loving money? Th ink

of all the hospitals, church ministries, and mission

1 Timothy 6.10a (ESV) - efforts made possible by the giving of money. But

to love money is to ficreate a
a way of life that holds no promise for good. Holy
Scripture counsel s, i P erichpfdlle wh
into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and

harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and

destruction. For the love of money is a root of all

kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced

themse|l ves with many gr i-8fNW. Létls love God sugremely and use money

to help people and honor the Lord.

UM Women's Meeting UM.W.

April 10

All women are cordially invited to attend our
meeting on Tuesday, April 10 at 11:00 AM, for a
time of prayer, program, planning and fellowship.
Save the Date: May 7 — Lions Dinner — we will
need volunteers for pie making, preparing the
meal and setting up fellowship hall.

Sisters Wlth a Purpose
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_small nall L Ly
sgroups

X5 1

@ 9:00 AM

X Monday Morning Men’ s Group
THE LECTIONARY study with Pastor Russell

Tuesday Morning Group Study

@ 9:30 AM
WHY | BELIEVE by Chip Ingram
Pastor Russell, leader

Thursday Bible Study
@ 2:30 PM

Books of the Bible: Joshua, Judges and Ruth Pastor Tom Petersen, leader

Everyone welcome!!!

NORTHPORT INDIAN MISSION

Loud
Offering

this
M n}‘

For over 140 years this congregation has worshiped at its present site 0 n
N. Manitou Trail (M -22) just west of the village of Northport. Over 90%

of the congregation is Native Americans. As the only Protestant Native
American Chu rch in the Leelanau Peninsula, Northport Indian Mission
provides a significant ministry to those who live on and around the tribal

land of the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians at
Peshawbestown.

Your support, by donating on April 29, is greatly appreciated!!!
THANKS!

GOVERNANCE BOARD MEETING
TUE®AY, APRIL 24- 5:00 PM

Please bring updates on your plans and projects.

Xm o\f\"\\«’ .leSKTBJ éHMMDQX

one additi

The Governance Board also consists of 2017
teams/committee members, who were asked to serve

onal vyear until the new governi nRleasee't

plan to attend the meeting! Your input is vital.
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Holy Humor / Laughter Sunday

Ever heard of Laughter Sunday?

The idea of setting aside one Sunday each year to celebrate God’s gift of laughter and joy may be new to us, but it’s got

a long and rich history in many congregations around the
world.

G.K. Chesterton once wrote:
a!yasSta Oly Fte 06SOI dza ¢
Never forget that the devil fell by force of gravity.
IS K2 KlFra GKS FFrAGK KI

Laughter Sunday (also known as Holy Humor Sunday, Hilarity
Sunday, God'’s Laughter Sunday, Bright Sunday or Holy Fools
Sunday) has its roots in several different Christian traditions.

Churches in 15" century Bavaria used to celebrate the
Sunday after Easter as Risus Paschalis (‘God’s Joke,” or ‘the
Easter laugh’). Priests would deliberately include amusing
stories and jokes in their sermons to make the faithful
laugh. After the service, people would gather together to
play practical jokes on one another and tell funny stories. It
was their way of celebrating the resurrection of Christ —the
supreme joke God played on Satan by raising Jesus from the
dead.

The observance of Risus Paschalis was officially outlawed by
Pope Clement X in the 17" century. Perhaps people were
having too much fun. In the Orthodox tradition, people
would gather on Easter Monday to tell jokes and funny
stories, and to dance and eat together.

o

Well, T cectainly
hope You kegt the
receipt for these
bucial Spices !

2008 Cusler Black inhericchemirth.com

In 1988, the Fellowship of Merry Christians began encouraging churches to resurrect some of these Christian
traditions—to celebrate the grace and mercy of God through the gift of laughter and joy.

t A3K

At EUMC, Holy Humor Sunday is a time for musicians, choir, worship leaders and the congregation to let down their
hair and “yuk it up.” Funny songs, jokes and gags are shared, and everyone is encouraged to participate.

Everyone is invited to join the fun on April 8 at 10:30 AM

Come for the jokes and hilarity, stay for the coffee and fellowship after the service. We are looking forward to

another great Holy Humor Sunday. Who knew you could have so much fun in church? Bring “stuff” that makes you

laugh: bring clean, good, humor to church. Bring a cute story that fits a theme (children’s comments, pet stories, church

bulletin bloopers, etc.) or anything that strikes your fancy. Join us on April 8t for Holy Humor Sunday at EUMC. Come,

have fun and ENJOY!
MAY THE GOD OF HOPE
fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him,
s0 that you may overflow with
hope by the power of the HOLY SPIRIT. - Romans 15:13
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.~ MONTHLY CALENDAR

Men’s Breakfast — 2"? Saturday of the month at 8:30 AM
United Methodist Women meet —

@2dz Olyo

L

15T Sunday of every month:
Holy Communionserved—-G ¢ | { S O2 Y Ydzy/ A 2
A & Alfar2 @eRRome. 2 NJ

Leelanau Area Food Pantry Collection
Donations of cannedoodsand packaged food are collected for theelanavAreaFoodPantry. The pantry is
always in need of volunteers. Please contact Pastor Ras&ghine Pentillafor more information.

2"d Tuesday of the month at 11:00 AM

7

2T 0
2 dzN
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Last Sunday of every Month: Loud Offering — to help a wide variety of charities and the Pastor’s
Discretionary Fund (for people in need).

mshmsaéf: :

Our Vision Statement:

Be a Companion in Faith to All, That Jesus Christ May Live in All.

n
[ |
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|
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USHERS/GREETERS:
4.01 JoAnne Beare Mary Horney
4.08 Tim Egeler Pete Mallory
4.15  Bill Lyon Jan Lyon
4.22  Jim Dorsey Dan Davis
4.29 Tim Egeler Pete Mallory

4.01
4.08
4.15
4.22
4.29

COUNTERS:
Bill Lyon Sandy Mallory
Jan Lyon Beth Noonan
Marilyn Johnson Gerri Sorbie
Kay Coombs Roger Merillat
Rod Meade Kay Wilcox
READERS:

4.01
4.08
4.15
4.22
4.29

Tom Petersen
Meredith Goodrick
Sandi Flack

Jean Petersen

Kay Coombs

Seder Meal on Holy Thursday photos by Jan Lyon
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The Hands & Feet of Christ
134 Years in Empire
1884 - 2018

The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH. Our mailing address is: PO Box 261 — 10050 Michigan Street,
Empire, MI 49630. We can be reached at 231.326.5510 or
www.empireumc@centurytel.net. Information and items for publication
must be rece

NP

ived at the church office by the 3" Wednesday of the month.
S - llialle

ac2
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10:30 AM
10:45 AM
8:00 PM

9:00-1:00
9:00 AM
10:00 AM

9:30 AM

9:00-1:00
8:00 PM

9:00-1:00
10:00 AM
2:30 PM
4:00 PM

EUMC Mission Statement

2 dzii | thr@ughiolir kefforksyfo heds Gthezal

GNHziKazZ 22Ay A

Worship Service
Sunday School & Nursery
AA Group

MONDAYS
Church Office open
Men’s Bible Study - Pastor Russell Logston
Worship Team

TUESDAYS
Bible Study with Pastor Russell Logston

WEDNESDAYS
Church Office open
NA Group
THURSDAYS

Church Office open
Worship Team
Bible Study —Rev. Tom Petersen
Choir rehearsal

EMPIRE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PO Box 261 - 10050 Michigan Street
Empire Ml 49630

Rev. Russell K. Logston, Pastor

(231) 326-5510

empireumc@centurytel.net
pastor_empireumc@centurytel.net
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church
Website: www.empiremiumc.org

TO:
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