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The Pastor’s Page            
 Number of School Shootings Over Time 

             

 
 This is one person’s interpretation of the data. 
 

What causes a young person to take a weapon and shoot 
his fellow students? There is a lot on the news about gun 
control, and arguments that limiting certain weapons will 
make us safer.  I can agree to some level that this is a critical 
issue, but I can’t help but believe that there is another 
question of greater importance that seems to get little 
attention.  That question has to do with why a young person 
would use any weapon to kill his or her classmates to begin 
with.  What causes a person to commit such a crime?   

A weapon is but a tool.  It is harmless until it is picked up 
and aimed. When I was in school I knew of classmates who 
owned guns and went hunting.  Quite honestly some of them 
were not that advantaged but using a weapon on other 
classmates never happened.  Truly there have been tragedies 
in the past, but why have these acts now become too 
common.   

I expect that various reasons can be given: including 
issues of mental illness, social conditions, a failure to socialize 
or find friends, bullying, harsh teachers, a desire for 
notoriety, a lack of community, a broken family life, grafting 
within of a violent world, confusing violence with masculinity, 
violent video games, or ill effects of social media.  I am not 
saying all of these are valid reasons, but some certainly are.   
Most likely the cause is due to multiple reasons, but what 
reason are we missing?  

I must feel that at the heart of some of this is a general 
loss of hope.  The image of a young person voiding his life 
through such a violent action must represent a logic that 
insist that tomorrow is without promise.  There is no land of  
 

opportunity, or path to a better and meaningful life.  
In essence, life isn’t worth living.  I wonder if such 
shootings are done in anger or just hollowness?   

I believe that Christ recognized that great emptiness 
within the life of the world.   That is why he stopped to 
talk and heal the sick.  He touched the lepers and brought 
sight to the blind.  He argued with the powerful and 
refused to be crowned as an earthly king.  He walked 
among those who were his own people and with those 
who were not.  He crossed boundaries and sent his 
disciples out to all the world.   Christ came to fill the 
emptiness, and give people hope and life.  In return the 
world crucified him, and yet he lives.  This is the Easter 
message; through which we are now traveling.  The cross 
and the grave, he transformed into a place of hope.  
There is no place of darkness without light.   

In these days of Lent share the word through 
conversation, letters, and deeds that there is hope.  There 
is a better day.  There is life, and a plan for life.   These are 
the blessings and gifts of God to us.  Everyone needs to 
know that God is about to change even your life too.    
 

Blessings, 

Pastor Russell Logston 
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GOVERNANCE BOARD MEETING  
Tuesday, February 27, 2018 
 

PRESENT:  Pastor Russell Logston, Roger Noonan, Jan Lyon, Tom and Jean Petersen, Sandy 
Mallory, Jim and Gerri Sorbie, Kay Coombs, Gwen Denny 
 
After sharing a delicious potluck dinner, Kay Coombs – chair called the meeting to order 
at 5:45 PM; Pastor Russell led us in prayer. 
 
NURTURE 
• WORSHIP – Sandy discussed goals for the Worship team (copy attached).  In summary, 
the team will promote creativity in the worship service using skits, mission moments, 
stewardship moments, special music, recruiting readers, special music and a worship style 
that is “seeker friendly,” and assist in the Noonan Summer Speaker series.  Preparations are 

being made for Holy Week services including a Seder Meal on Maundy Thursday, Tenebrae service on 
Good Friday, April 1 Easter Sunday: 8:30 AM – Breakfast - 10:30 AM services. 

• SUMMER WORSHIP – Update from Kay Coombs: For July and August there will be one service at 9:30 AM.  This year’s 
theme is “Crossing the Waters: Hearing God’s Voice Amidst the Waters.”  Jim Sorbie will create Facebook ads for the series.  
Pastor Russell has created the brochures and posters; just waiting for last-minute additions before printing. 

• EDUCATION – Update from Jan Lyon:  Candy Hasselbeck will be away until the end of May and Pat Smith will be gone for 
three weeks.  Jan has recruited Sara Guffey, JoAnne Beare and Bill Lyon to help with Sunday School during their absence.  
Goals for education are to encourage the children to sing and play the hand bells during worship, hold classes for acolytes 
and confirmation.  

• NURSERY – no update; volunteers to serve needed 
• VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – Update from Gwen Denny:  Vacation Bible School will be at EUMC this year.  The theme is 

“Heroes.”  Material will be ordered soon; Laurie Taghon will be coordinator when she returns from Florida. 

 

OUTREACH 
• MISSIONS – Valentine sales totaled $435 for Church World Service Blanket Sunday.  Monthly Loud Offering designations 

have been made until July 1.  
• HOSPITALITY – Jan Lyon:  Goals (copy attached); a meeting will be scheduled for the end of March for outside greeters, 

ushers and greeters.  We need to define a “go to” person-church host and find people willing to commit to serve for a 
month at a time in that position. 

 

OPERATIONS 
• PROPERTY/TRUSTEES -  One vacancy has not been filled; a vendor “who to call” list was compiled by Jim Sorbie (copy 

attached).  A church/parsonage task list from Sue Palmer was discussed and will be prioritized.  Wheelchair/walker 
accessibility was discussed. 

• SANCTUARY IMPROVEMENTS –sound system proposals: Roger has called a meeting of the Governance Board to meet with 
a representative from Marshall Music to discuss their proposal.  Abscom has not submitted a proposal to date.   

• FINANCE/STEWARDSHIP – Gerri Sorbie reported that giving is way down; a deficit of approximately $8,000 total for Jan. 
and Feb.   

• SPRC – Lay Leader vacancy tabled 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

• ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW, MAY 19 – Update: received 16 vendor applications (12 for interior; 4 exterior).  There is room in the 
Narthex for 3 tables and 2 tables in fellowship hall.  Advertising will be in the Empire Area Chamber of Commerce Calendar, 
Empire Asparagus Festival advertising and in four newspapers.   

• A decision was made not to hold a QUILT SHOW this year.   

• We will participate in the Anchor Day parade.  Roger will supply a wagon.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:35 PM. 
Next meeting of the Governance Board:  April 24th at 5:00 PM. 
          Sandy Mallory, GB Secretary  
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When the Spirit Moves (Acts 4:31-32) 
March winds are part of our normal weather pattern.  We anticipate spring.  We fly kites.  A new 

season is “blowing in.”  How thankful we are when we sense the Spirit of 

God moving among us like a refreshing wind.  The early church 
experienced it, and Luke recorded it in Acts 4:31-32 (NIV): “After they 

prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken.  And they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.  All the 
believers were one in heart and mind.  No one claimed that any of his 

possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had.”  When we 
recognize God’s ownership of all we have, pray and witness boldly, and 

sense a desire to minister to others through giving, be assured: the wind 
of the Spirit is moving in us.  May the breezes of spring come and may the 

Spirit of God bring spiritual refreshing to our life and church. 

 
Karen Vo-To, Viet Nam Missionary      

Although the government has not yet recognized The 

United Methodist Church in Vietnam, the church in this 
Southeast Asian country is experiencing phenomenal growth, 

in part because of the commitment of its local leadership.  
Karen is dedicated to the Women’s Ministry - offering 

shelter, family and health education, a literacy program and job 

training. 
Her salary is supported by the West Michigan Conference Six Lanes of  

The Advance.  
Donations from EUMC members will help further her projects. 

 THANK YOU FOR SHARING on March 25!!! 

 
 

 
 

UM Women’s Meeting  
March 13 
All women are cordially invited to attend our meeting 
on Tuesday, March 13 at 11:00 AM, for a time of 
prayer, program, planning and fellowship.  

 
 

 

Monday Morning Men’s Group @ 9:00 AM  
THE LECTIONARY study with Pastor Russell 

 Tuesday Morning Group Study @ 9:30 AM 
 WHY I BELIEVE by Chip Ingram 
 Pastor Russell, leader 

Thursday Bible Study @ 2:30 PM  

Books of the Bible:  Numbers, Deuteronomy        Pastor Tom Petersen, leader 
 

Everyone welcome!!!  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://s3.amazonaws.com/static.ragamuffinsoul.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/small_group20logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://carloswhittaker.com/2009/12/small-groups-is-it-time-for-a-change/&h=496&w=921&tbnid=WNsbNAO5b-AutM:&docid=Ku58KMVbk-oBdM&hl=en&ei=CpIFVp_3E8_lervFgogM&tbm=isch&ved=0CCwQMygPMA9qFQoTCJ-kmP3nksgCFc-yHgodu6IAwQ
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     Men’s Breakfast 
 Saturday, March 10 at 8:30 AM 

     2nd Saturday of each month 

        Fellowship Hall  
              Invite a friend or two! 

 
 

 

 
For the Prayer Chain 

Sue Palmer is filling in for Laurie Taghon during the winter months.  Please email Sue at 
Sioux.palmer@gmail.com with information for the prayer chain. 
 

 

 
 

The Heart of a Woman presents:  
PRAYER CHANGES EVERYTHING 
Saturday, April 7 at 10 AM - 3 PM 
Mosaic Church – 1249 Three Mile Road S, Traverse City 
Gather for a day focused on prayer. What is prayer? How do we pray?   
Join us for the day, just the ladies.  Enjoy time together with worship, 
fellowship, food, crafts, prayer, discussions and lots of fun.   
Draw closer to God and spend some time with some amazing women. 
   
$25 per person includes lunch. RSVP to Juleslawhead@yahoo.com  
The Heart of a Woman ministry is for all women of faith who would like to strengthen their relationship with Christ, be 
encouraged & pray for each other.  
 
 

From north to south and east to west,  

Michigan’s new districts are coming together this spring. 

On July 1, 2018 the nine new districts of the Michigan Conference will be fully functioning. That means there is some 
organizing to do in the next few months leading up to the 2018 Michigan Annual Conference. 

To that end, new district gatherings are scheduled for April and May around the state: The incoming Superintendent will 
preside at these gatherings. The agenda will include Worship/Devotions, selection of the new district name, election of 
officers, visioning, budget issues, and initial planning.   

• District # 2:  April 22nd, 3:00 – 5:00 pm at Gaylord First UMC  - SAVE THE DATE! 

  

mailto:Sioux.palmer@gmail.com
mailto:Juleslawhead@yahoo.com
http://design.michiganumc.org/design-team/districts-michigan-conference/district-2/
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Church World Service  

BLANKET SUNDAY 
Thank You for 

Blanketing the World  
with Love 

 
       

 
 
 
 

 

UMCOR SUNDAY – 
MARCH 11 
UMCOR SUNDAY, a United 
Methodist Special Sunday, 
enables the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to 
respond to disasters around the 
world by covering its operational 
and administrative costs. Unlike 
other mission programs, UMCOR 
receives no World Service or 
other apportionment (ministry 
shares)  money. By giving to 
UMCOR Sunday, you enable 

UMCOR to keep the promise that 100% of designated gifts, will go to support the designated PROJECTS. 
Please continue to give generously to the UMCOR Sunday on SUNDAY, MARCH 11. Your gift can make 
a difference in the lives of those who are hurting. 
 
 
 

 
A PRAYER FOR LENT 
Father God, help us never forget that Jesus knew his time was 
coming.  The rest of us pass blissfully through life knowing we will 
die “someday.”  Jesus knew the time was near, yet he continued to 
show love and faith.  He continually put himself on the line, when 
most of us would have run away in fear.  God, during this time of 
Lent, give us just one small taste of what it must have been like for 
him.  Help us appreciate the great love your Son had for us -- a 
love that kept him living for others, even when he knew he was 
going to die.  Amen. 

 

 

         Daylight Saving Time  
                 Begins March 11 
             Turn your clocks  
                        ahead!  
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PASSION/PALM SUNDAY … MARCH 25  
Palm Sunday (also called Passion Sunday) is the beginning of the Christian 
observance of Holy Week. It begins with the celebration of Jesus' entry into 
Jerusalem before the Passover Festival (see Mark 11:1-10, Matthew 21:1-11, 
Luke 19:28-40, John 12:12-19). The name, Palm Sunday, comes from this same 
story. "A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds . . . were 
shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord." (Matthew 21:8-9, NRSV) 
 The Palm Sunday service also includes references to what is to come 
during the somber week to follow, when Jesus' Crucifixion takes place. The 
celebration and loyalty of the entry into Jerusalem turns into the pain and 
betrayal of Good Friday. 
 In the "Palm" portion of the service, we remember Jesus' joyous entry 
into Jerusalem. Palm branches are handed out; festive hymns are sung which 
remind us of this triumphant story. (See Mt. 21:1-11, Mk. 11:1-11, Lk. 19:28-40.) 
 In the "Passion" emphasis of this Sunday, we look ahead to the events 
of Holy Week, to the suffering and crucifixion of Jesus. The origin of passion is the 
Latin pati meaning "to suffer." Passion refers to the suffering of Christ between 
the night of the Last Supper and Christ's death. This story is told in Mt. 26:14-
27:66, Mk. 14:1-15:47, and Lk. 22:14-23:56.    

-- Mary Jane Pierce Norton. General Board of Discipleship, UMC; Tennessee, USA 
 
 

 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
SEDER MEAL …  
MARCH 29 
Join us on Thursday, March 30, 

for a Seder Meal (Passover 
Meal) at 6:00 PM in Fellowship 
Hall. 

 
Our Christian Passover 

celebration is … 
• a simplified version of the 
traditional Passover Meal. 

• a time of worship in 
which Holy Communion  will be 

served. 
• related to the meal like 

that which Jesus shared in with his disciples as the Last Supper.   

This is a meal that costs you nothing and does not require you to bring anything.  The menu 
includes unleavened bread, hardboiled eggs, lamb stew, chicken vegetable stew, potato & leek 

soup, and charoseth (mixture of honey, walnuts and apples).  Add your name to the RSVP list 
on the table in fellowship hall. 
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GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE SERVICE  
MARCH 30  -  1:00 PM 
 The word "Tenebrae" comes from the Latin meaning "darkness." The Tenebrae is an 
ancient Christian Good Friday service that makes use of gradually diminishing light through the 
extinguishing of candles to symbolize the events of that week from the triumphant Palm 
Sunday entry through Jesus' burial.  
 This increasing darkness symbolizes the approaching darkness of Jesus' death and of 
hopelessness in the world without God. The service concludes in darkness, sometimes with a 
final candle, the Christ candle, carried out of the sanctuary, symbolizing the death of Jesus. A 
loud noise may also sound symbolizing the closing of Jesus' tomb. The worshipers then leave in 
silence to ponder the impact of Christ's death and await the coming Resurrection.  
 
 

MONTHLY CALENDAR 
1ST Sunday of every month: 
Holy Communion served – “Take communion as often as 
you can.  It is food for the journey.”   All are welcome. 
 

Leelanau Area Food Pantry Collection 
Donations of canned goods and packaged food are collected for the Leelanau Area Food Pantry.  The pantry is 
always in need of volunteers.  Please contact Pastor Russell, Barbara Foged or Sue Palmer for more 
information. 
Last Sunday of every Month:  
Loud Offering – to help a wide variety of charities and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for people in need). 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   COUNTERS: 
 3.04 Bill Lyon  Sandy Mallory 
 3.11 Jan Lyon     Beth Noonan 
 3.18 Marilyn Johnson Gerri Sorbie 
 3.25 Rod Meade  Kay Wilcox   
  
 

          USHERS/GREETERS:      READERS:   
 3.04 Bill Lyon Jan Lyon  3.04 Tom Petersen 
 3.11 T Egeler  Pete Mallory  3.11 Meredith Goodrick 
 3.18 JoAnne Beare Mary Horney  3.18 Sandi Flack 
 3.25 Jim Dorsey Jack Gardner  3.25 Jean Petersen 
  

Our Vision Statement:   
Be a Companion in Faith to All, That Jesus Christ May Live in All. 
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The Hands & Feet of Christ 
134 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2018 
The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH.  Our mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street, 

Empire, MI 49630.  We can be reached at 231.326.5510 or 
www.empireumc@centurytel.net.  Information and items for publication 
must be received at the church office by the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to hear others, 
share in God’s truths, join in worship, and celebrate in the Joy of God’s 
grace.”  
 
10:30 AM  Worship Service 
10:45 AM                Sunday School & Nursery  
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
9:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study - Pastor Russell Logston 
10:00 AM  Worship Team 

TUESDAYS 
9:30 AM  Bible Study with Pastor Russell Logston 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
10:00 AM  Worship Team  
1:00 PM  Choir rehearsal 
2:30 PM  Bible Study – Rev.  Tom Petersen 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

 
 
                 EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
PO Box 261 - 10050 Michigan Street 
        Empire  MI  49630 
 
Rev. Russell K. Logston, Pastor 
(231) 326-5510              
empireumc@centurytel.net 
pastor_empireumc@centurytel.net  
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church    TO: 
Website: www.empiremiumc.org 

 
 

http://www.empireumc@centurytel.net
mailto:empireumc@centurytel.net

