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And Then There is Jonah 
Matthew 12:38-4 tells of Jesus contending with the religious 
leaders of his day: 
 
“38 

 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to him, 
"Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you."  

39 
 But he 

answered them, "An evil and adulterous generation asks for a 
sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the 
prophet Jonah. 

40 
 For just as Jonah was three days and three 

nights in the belly of the sea monster, so for three days and 
three nights the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth. 
41 

 The people of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with 
this generation and condemn it, because they repented at 
the proclamation of Jonah, and see, something greater than 
Jonah is here! 

 
For some reason despite the many deeds Jesus did 

among the people and the public stage he walked upon while 
teaching the masses, the scribes and Pharisees still wanted 
Jesus to perform some miracle or healing on demand.  They 
wanted to watch a magic show and be entertained.  They 
wanted to serve as judges as to whether God was present, or 
see if Jesus could convince them of who he said he was.   

To all who came in disbelieve Jesus only offered them 
the one sign that from a worldly point of view is probably the 
easiest to doubt.  He offered to them the story of Jonah.  This 
time through Lent we have been talking about and studying 
the book of Jonah.  We have enjoyed a weekly Bible study.  
We have preached on the subject and our worship has been 
filled with fishy tales and a skit.  But, the bottom line is that 
Jonah is about a reluctant prophet who met his match in the 
stomach of a great creature of the sea.  Jonah tried to run 
from God, but God’s relentless love for Jonah and the city of 
Nineveh would not let either of them go.  Amid Jonah’s sour 
and recalcitrant stance and Nineveh’s wayward direction, 
God’s word was nonetheless proclaimed and salvation was 
found.  All the elements of the story led to this saving grace.  
The storm blew Jonah back in the direction he was supposed 
to go and caused the crew to worship the “the LORD, the God 
of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” (Jonah 1:9). 

The fish which swallowed Jonah was ultimately his salvation 
from drowning. (Jonah 1:17). 

 However, there was a price to be paid in the belly of a 
“Whale.”  Jonah 2 is filled with images from the Psalms.  The 
images are a perspective on death and turning again toward 
God.  Sometimes people argue that Jonah can’t be a real story, 
because no one could survive in the belly of a giant creature of 
the sea of three days.  This begs the question: Maybe Jonah 
didn’t survive.  At least any more than Jesus survived the cross.  
Really both images are that of a person who died and was raised 
back up.  The great fish unceremoniously spit Jonah back up 
upon the beach where he was supposed to have gone, and the 
empty grave testifies to the resurrection of Jesus.  Jesus tied 
these “unbelievable” stories together.  What before God had 
shown to some, now God made real for all in Christ. 

 Jonah reluctantly preached to the Ninevites.  Maybe 
the seaweed around his neck and his appearance after being in 
the digestive system of that fish served to scare the people 
straight.  Perhaps the fish played a part in Jonah’s effectiveness.  
This is all tied to God providence and will.   

 Jesus rose in glory and revealed to his followers a life 
beyond death.   Those who testified, could do no other than to 
truly believe and worship God when they saw him. 

I wonder if the scribes and Pharisees he spoke with on 
that day ever figured it out.  Did they ever look deeply enough 
into this miracle of God to find God’s relentless love and 
salvation? Did they ever turn in the right direction. 

 I hope you have spent time within the questions of the 
season.  Who is this God who will not let us go; no matter how 
far we run or where we try to hide?  How is the miracle of 
salvation found in the oddest of places; in the tomb or the belly 
of a great fish?  Finally, what direction are we moving in; toward 
God or away from God? 

 Lent is a time to consider God’s love for us that just 
never wants to let go. No matter who we are or what we have 
done, God is still calling us to know life and hope.  God is always 
a God of second chances. Consider the sign of Jonah. 

 

Blessings, 
Pastor Russell Logston 
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PASSION/PALM SUNDAY … APRIL 9 
Palm Sunday (also called Passion Sunday) is the beginning of the 

Christian observance of Holy Week. It begins with the celebration of 
Jesus' entry into Jerusalem before the Passover Festival (see Mark 11:1-
10, Matthew 21:1-11, Luke 19:28-40, John 12:12-19). The name, Palm 
Sunday, comes from this same story. "A very large crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread 
them on the road. The crowds . . . were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord." (Matthew 
21:8-9, NRSV) 
 The Palm Sunday service also includes references to what is to 
come during the somber week to follow, when Jesus' Crucifixion takes 
place. The celebration and loyalty of the entry into Jerusalem turns into 

the pain and betrayal of Good Friday. 
 In the "Palm" portion of the service, we remember Jesus' joyous entry into Jerusalem. Palm branches are handed out; 
festive hymns are sung which remind us of this triumphant story. (See Mt. 21:1-11, Mk. 11:1-11, Lk. 19:28-40.) 
 In the "Passion" emphasis of this Sunday, we look ahead to the events of Holy Week, to the suffering and crucifixion of 
Jesus. The origin of passion is the Latin pati meaning "to suffer." Passion refers to the suffering of Christ between the night of the 
Last Supper and Christ's death. This story is told in Mt. 26:14-27:66, Mk. 14:1-15:47, and Lk. 22:14-23:56.    

-- Mary Jane Pierce Norton. General Board of Discipleship, UMC; Tennessee, USA 
 

 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 
SEDER MEAL … APRIL 13 
Join us on Thursday, April 13, for a Seder Meal 

(Passover Meal) at 6:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. 

 
Our Christian Passover celebration is … 

 A simplified version of the traditional Passover 
 Meal. 

 A time of worship in which Holy Communion will be 
 served. 

 Related to the meal like that which Jesus shared in 
 with his disciples as the Last Supper. 
 

 A meal that does not cost you anything, and does not require you to bring anything. 
The menu includes unleavened bread, hardboiled eggs, lamb stew, chicken vegetable stew, potato & leek soup, and charoseth 
(mixture of honey, walnuts and apples). 

 
 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service  
April 14  -  1:00 PM 
 The word "Tenebrae" comes from the Latin meaning "darkness." The Tenebrae is 
an ancient Christian Good Friday service that makes use of gradually diminishing light 
through the extinguishing of candles to symbolize the events of that week from the 
triumphant Palm Sunday entry through Jesus' burial.  
 This increasing darkness symbolizes the approaching darkness of Jesus' death and 
of hopelessness in the world without God. The service concludes in darkness, sometimes 
with a final candle, the Christ candle, carried out of the sanctuary, symbolizing the death of 
Jesus. A loud noise may also sound symbolizing the closing of Jesus' tomb. The worshipers 
then leave in silence to ponder the impact of Christ's death and await the coming 
Resurrection.  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://gralefrit.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/palm-sunday.jpg&imgrefurl=https://gralefrit.wordpress.com/2014/04/10/glimpsing-glory-through-palm-sunday-sentimentalism/&h=281&w=450&tbnid=UgEU6FQuo-KwJM:&zoom=1&docid=mvWrqkXv6muf2M&hl=en&ei=LcnPVI2tCZGtabf-gbAF&tbm=isch&ved=0CEEQMygQMBA
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING   March 27, 2017 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   Jan Lyon, Bill Lyon, Sandy Mallory, Kay Coombs, Kay Wilcox, Roy 
Pentilla, Barb Foged, Sue Palmer, Carole Merillat, Russell Logston 
 
Pastor Russell opened the meeting with Prayer. 

 Minutes of the last meeting (February 27, 2017) were read and corrected.  
Bill moved to approve and Sue seconded the motion.  Passed by consensus. 
 
PASTOR’S REPORT - Pastor Russell reported that he is enjoying the Jonah series that 
we have been doing for Lent.  It has been good having the children participating in 
the worship services (skits, candle lighting, offerings).  We need to be looking 
forward to summer and things that need to be accomplished with the help of 
people returning from the south.  Pastor would like to offer an adult Confirmation 
Class.  We will take our tri-fold brochures to campgrounds and area businesses so 

that vacationers will know where we are and the times of our services and activities.  It 
was also suggested that we print posters that can be posted at local businesses. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Roy stated we have balance of $18,059 in checking and $29,462 total liabilities and equity.  There is a $6700 
shortfall for the first three months of this year’s budget projection. (see attached) 
TRUSTEES’ REPORT:  Sue reported that a new refrigerator and garbage disposal were purchased and installed at the parsonage.  
Tom Petersen fixed the “on” button for the parking lot flood light. The timer is now set to turn light on at 7pm and will go off by 
9:30pm.  Adjustments will be made as daylight changes.  We need to think about getting some banners printed to advertise Bible 
School and Summer 9:00 AM services.  These can hang below our permanent sign.  I suggested we contact Britten Media for a price. 
 
LAY LEADERSHIP: Carolyn Pelky would like someone to go to conference this year for her.  Pastor said that we will work on finding a 
replacement for her.  It is at the Grand Traverse Resort this year and the person could drive in daily to attend sessions.  Other 
congregation members are welcome to attend. 
 
SPRC – no report 
EDUCATION – no report 
 
TEAM REPORTS 
HOSPITALITY – Jan said that we need to do two Bridge Events which involve the community 
and do not cost the participants money (community outreach).  The Elder Law workshop and 
Advanced Planning for funerals with Reynolds Jonkoff Funeral Home met the criteria as Bridge 
Events.  These were advertised to the community and people from outside our church attended 
these events at no cost.  June 3

rd
 is the first Empire Community Garage Sale.  It was suggested 

that we offer the church grounds for people to set up and sell their treasures.  It was agreed 
that it was a good idea.  Greeters will start on Palm Sunday and continue through summer and 
fall. 
MISSIONS – no report 
MEMORIAL – no meeting, but candle lighters for acolytes were purchased and are being used by the children.  
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN – next meeting is April 11

th 
at 11:00AM.  May 23

rd
 we will be hosting a Grand Traverse District UMW 

Social Justice Day event. 
MEN’S GROUP:  need to invite them to come to next AD Board meeting to talk about their plans for the kitchen up-grades. 
WORSHIP – no report 
VCI – Pastor Russell reported that there are still a few things to complete and Mark Fielder is still willing to help us accomplish the 
incomplete items. 
SUMMER CHURCH – Kay reported that she has all five speakers scheduled; three are local and two are from out of town and will 
need housing for 2 nights each. 
COMPASSIONATE CARE – if you know of anyone who has needs, let Barb Foged or one of the committee members know so that we 
can contact them.  Yogi has been sending out a lot of cards.  She could use some help with stamps. 
ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW – scheduled for May 20

th
 and we have started receiving applications and checks for spaces. 
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OLD BUSINESS 
~Empire Anchor Day on July 15

th
 – table until next month when Candy Hasselbeck and Pat 

Smith are here.  People have requested that we have another quilt show and Kay agreed to 
coordinate it. 
~Alternate Gift Giving will be November 25

th     
 

~Community Benefit Dinners – no one is in need at present 
~Next Ad Council meeting is Monday, April 24th 
Sue moved we adjourn meeting.  Bill seconded the motion.  Passed by consensus. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED 8:02 PM 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carole Merillat, Secretary 
 

========================================================================================= 

 

The Heart of a Woman 

 

Quilted Together in Friendship 
 

Saturday, April 29, 2017 
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

Grawn United Methodist Church 
1260 S. West Silver Lake Road 

Grawn, Michigan 
 

This Heart of a Woman Gathering is for all women of faith 

Who would like to strengthen their friendships with other Christian women 

and their relationship with Christ. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

$15 per person before April 22, 2017 (includes lunch).  Make check payable to Julie Lawhead 
and send to Julie Lawhead, 1117 Mill Road, Kingsley, Michigan 49649 

Or $20 per person at door (includes lunch). 
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NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES SUNDAY 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

JUBILEE HOUSE 

“Sox Box” 
 

 
 

Spring is here, but warm clothing is still needed by 

adults who use the shelter during its open time of 10 

AM to 2 PM and then walk the streets until an area 

church opens to provide supper! Jeans, sweatpants, 

sweatshirts, long-sleeved T-shirts, sweaters, jackets, 

coats, gloves, scarves, hats are welcome, and always 

underwear, belts, and sox are greatly appreciated. In 

fact Peggy, the house manager, stated that the most 

needed items at the shelter are under garments for 

men and women. Warm shoes and boots are 

particularly needed when the snow flies. Backpacks or 

sturdy big bags (such as store bags for .99 or sturdier 

for $1.99) in which to carry their belongings are 

blessings. Items can be placed in the SOX BOX (in the 

Fellowship Hall) at any time. Rod Meade delivers the 

items to the shelter where they are dispersed. Monetary 

donations are also welcome for shelter staples.  

 

                   THANK YOU for sharing!!! 
 

 

 

 
 

Monday Morning Men’s Group 
9:00 AM 

Lectionary Study with Pastor Russell 

 
 
 

Thursday Group Study 
2:30 PM    
“Exodus” 

Rev. Tom Petersen, Leader 
 
 
 
 

 

 

FAIR 
Sat., May 20 … 10 - 4 

Empire United  
Methodist Church 

 
Local Artisans 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

 
 

 

 
 

“The Sign of Jonah” 
LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 

Soup & Sandwich  
served 

6:00 PM  Tuesdays:  March 7 – April 5 

 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://s3.amazonaws.com/static.ragamuffinsoul.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/small_group20logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://carloswhittaker.com/2009/12/small-groups-is-it-time-for-a-change/&h=496&w=921&tbnid=WNsbNAO5b-AutM:&docid=Ku58KMVbk-oBdM&hl=en&ei=CpIFVp_3E8_lervFgogM&tbm=isch&ved=0CCwQMygPMA9qFQoTCJ-kmP3nksgCFc-yHgodu6IAwQ
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Please continue to contact 
Sue Palmer or Barb Foged,  
with information for the  
Prayer Chain. 
Please email:  

sioux.palmer@gmail.com  or 
           barb.foged@gmail.com  

Thanks and God Bless, Sue Palmer 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  

 
 

Empire 
United Methodist Women   

Meeting 
April 11 at 11:00 AM 

 

 
 

 

Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday, April 8 

2nd Saturday of each month 

8:30 AM 
Fellowship Hall 

 
Invite a friend or two! 

 

 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 

MEETING 
6:30 PM - all committee chairs &  

 members meet separately 

7:00 PM – Full Council meets  
MONDAY, APRIL 24 

Please bring updates on your 

projects/work.         Thanks! 
 

 
Easter Sunday 

 
8:30 AM  Son Rise Worship 

 
10:30 AM  Easter Worship 

 

mailto:sioux.palmer@gmail.com
mailto:barb.foged@gmail.com
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MONTHLY CALENDAR 
1ST Sunday of every month: 

Holy Communion served 
Empire Area Food Pantry Collection 

Donations of canned goods and packaged food are 
collected for the Empire Area Food Pantry.  The pantry is always in need of 

volunteers.  Please contact Pastor Russell, Barbara Foged or Sue Palmer for more information. 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETS MONTHLY – 4th Monday: all committees meet at 6:30 PM;  
  7:00 PM Administrative Council.    Your participation and service is appreciated! 
Last Sunday of every Month:  
Loud Offering – to help a wide variety of charities and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for people in need). 

 
 
 
 
 
   

APRIL  Ushers:      
04.02   JoAnne Beare Pete Mallory 
04.09   Tim Egeler Pete Mallory   
04.16   Bill Lyon  Jan Lyon 
04.23   Mary Horney Jim Dorsey 
04.30   Pete Mallory Tim Egeler 
 
 
 

APRIL  Counters: 
04.02 Bill Lyon          Sandy Mallory   
04.09 Barb Foged    Sue Palmer    
04.16 Marilyn Johnson Gerri  Sorbie 
04.23 Rod Meade Kay Wilcox 
04.30 Kay  Coombs  Roger Merillat  
 
 
 
 

APRIL  READERS: 
04.02 Tom Petersen  
04.09 Meredith Goodrick 
04.16 Sandi Flack 
04.23 Jean Petersen 
04.30 Jan Lyon 

                       

 
 

 

NORTHPORT INDIAN 

MISSION 
 

For over 140 years this congregation has 
worshiped at its present site on N. Manitou 

Trail (M-22) just west of the village of 
Northport. Over 90% of the congregation is 
Native Americans. As the only Protestant 

Native American Church in the Leelanau 
Peninsula, Northport Indian Mission provides a 

significant ministry to those who live on and 
around the tribal land of the Grand Traverse 
Band of Ottowa and Chippewa Indians at 

Peshawbestown.  
 

Your support, by donating on April 30, is 
greatly appreciated!!! THANKS!! 
 

 

Our Vision Statement:  Be a Companion in Faith to All, 
That Jesus Christ May Live in All. 
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 EUMC Mission Statement 
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to hear others, 
share in God’s truths, join in worship, and celebrate in the Joy of God’s 
grace.”  
 
10:30 AM  Worship Service 
                Sunday School & Nursery (during worship service) 
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00 C Church Office open 
9:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study - Pastor Russell 
10:00 AM  Worship Team 

TUESDAYS 
6:00 PM  Lenten Study – “Signs of Jonah” w/Soup & Sandwich 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
10:00 AM  Worship Team  
2:30 PM  Bible Study – Rev.  Tom Petersen  
4:00 PM  Choir rehearsal 

 

The Hands & Feet of Christ 
132 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2017 
The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH.  Our mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan 
Street, Empire, MI 49630.  We can be reached at 231.326.5510 or 
www.empireumc@centurytel.net.  Information and items for 
publication must be received at the church office by the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month. 
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pastor_empireumc@centurytel.net  
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