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A Talented organist before the days of motor-driven or electric organs gave a 

magnificent concert in which the big pipes sent forth glorious, thunderous tones.  After 
people finished congratulating him, the little boy who had worked away with all his 
might at the bellows behind the curtain remarked, “We did pretty well, don’t you think?” 

 The organist disdainfully replied, “And what did you do?”  He gave the boy no 
credit at all. 

 A month later, during another concert, the organist came to a stormy passage 
that required all the wind of which the bellows were capable.  Suddenly the organ began 
to fade away.  The organist signaled for more wind.  Just then the little lad pulled aside 
the curtain and bargained, “then shall it be ‘we’?” (Flynn, Leslie B., 19 Gifts of the Spirit, 
p. 9) 

 As the church and as individuals, we are something like that organ.  To play our music we must be filled by the Spirit’s wind.  
Without God’s presence the notes of life fall flat and silent.  At Pentecost, God breathed his life and nature into all who would ask.  
As we live life understanding the “we” that we are a part of, our lives are blessed.  

 This realization that we are never really alone in this life and that God is present, brought the Apostle Paul to remind people 
of the manifestation of God within their lives.  Paul spoke of the existence of Spiritual gifts.  You are gifted, and these gifts of the 
Spirit are present for the building up of the Body of Christ.  The gifts of the Spirit are present for the good of others.  In Christ you 
become a gift for another. 

 As we move through the next few weeks, in my preaching we are going to be considering the Spiritual Gifts, and how they 
lead us toward service within the church.  What are your spiritual gifts?  How has God blessed you, and how are you most able to be 
a blessing to others?  I want us to think about the meaning of our church membership in light of our spiritual gifts. 

 By the time you read this you may have already received an email from me giving you the opportunity to begin discerning 
your spiritual gifts, and to share this information with me.   As we learn from one another my hope is that the knowledge we gain 
may help the church in discerning our lay leadership needs.  Part of this email is a link to a 21 question spiritual assessment 
(http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/spiritual-gifts-online-assessment).  You may use this shorter assessment or use a longer 
questionnaire (140 questions) at http://www.kodachrome.org/spiritgift/. Email your results from the longer test to 
pastor_empireumc@centurytel.net.  Also I do have printed copies of the longer questionnaire.  These are available in the back of the 
church or you may ask me for one.  You may use these results (rather than the shorter questionnaire) to answer the questions in my 
email if you wish, but I think the shorter survey may be easier and about as informative as the longer survey. 

 I invite you to be a part of these weeks of learning and spiritual growth, as we reaffirm together how we are blessed and 
how God has filled our lives with the Spirit’s wind.   Come and be part of this process as we discern God’s call and the Spirit’s desire 
for your life.  Let us celebrate and use the gifts that God has given us. 

 ------------------------------------- 
What do you think? 
1. There are four basic lists of spiritual gifts in the New Testament: Romans 12:6-8, 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 1 Corinthians 12:28, 

Ephesians 4:11.  How many individual gifts are listed in these passages?  Does this represent all the spiritual gifts? 
2. Are spiritual gifts different than the Fruit of the Spirit from Galatians 5:22-23? 
3. Do the spiritual gifts always persist or do they end? 
4. Does everyone have a spiritual gift and can a person have more than one? 
5. What are your spiritual gifts? 

 

Blessings and peace, 
 
             Pastor Russell 

 

Our Vision Statement:  Be a Companion in Faith to All,  
That Jesus Christ May Live in All. 

http://www.kodachrome.org/spiritgift/
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6 Methodist historical figures 
The history of The United Methodist Church is filled with deeply 

spiritual people like John Wesley, people who devoted their lives to 
the cause of Christ. We stand upon their lives and work; they continue 
to challenge us.  Here are the stories of six Methodists that you can 
use in your lessons to help others hear the voice of God. 
 
Fannie Crosby 

Though her name may not be familiar to modern worshippers, 
her words are among the most well-known in all Christianity.  Fannie 
Crosby penned over 9,000 hymns. While her songs like Blessed 
Assurance became popular among many denominations, Crosby was a lifelong Methodist. 

At the same time she was sharing her incredible musical gifts, Crosby lived a life characterized by hope and generosity.  She 
followed Wesley’s example regarding possessions, constantly giving away all but what was required for her survival. 

Blinded by a treatment prescribed by a man pretending to be a doctor, Crosby could easily have become bitter. Instead, she 
chose a different path and wrote that her blindness allowed her to enjoy blessings that other people could not. 
 
John Fletcher 

When faced with the question of who would lead the Methodist movement after his death, Wesley had one person in mind: 
John Fletcher.  Though Fletcher died before Wesley, his considerable skill as a theologian helped craft the formidable works that 
included Wesley’s world-shaping ideals. 

A prolific writer, Fletcher’s pursuit of God provides a powerful example for the 21st-century church.   It was during a small group 
gathering that Fletcher shared that he believed he had received the gift of entire sanctification.  He went on to say that he had 
received it twice before but lost it because of false humility and failure to share the news of the incredible gift with others.  His 
teaching: When God does something for us; we must not shy away from praising to God and sharing what God has done. 
 
Sojourner Truth 

Born Isabella Baumfree, she grew up as a slave in New York.  She escaped in 1862, a year before Abraham Lincoln issued the 
Emancipation Proclamation.  A courageous and formidable woman, she took a slave owner in Alabama to court to get her son out of 
slavery.  She succeeded and blazed a trail as the first black woman to win a case against a white man. 

Her fierce obedience to God’s call continues to be an example.  She became a Methodist in 1843 and, on June 1 of that year, 
heard a clear call from God to become a traveling preacher speaking out against slavery.  With the call came a new name from God 
— Sojourner Truth.  It named her work of traveling and speaking the truth.  When asked why she was leaving the security of a good 
job and housing, she said, “The Spirit calls me, and I must go.”  She exemplifies the courage and confidence that God will provide as 
we follow God’s call. 
 
Richard Allen 

A part of American Methodism from its earliest days, Richard Allen witnessed the establishment of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church and saw Francis Asbury become a bishop during the historic Christmas Conference of 1784. 

The first black Methodist minister, Allen was a powerful preacher and incredible movement builder.   Restricted in his early 
years to preaching only at early morning services, Allen built congregations wherever he served.  After being continually held back, 
Allen left his appointment and established his own congregation.  As that congregation grew, he was ordained by Asbury.  Eventually 
— after continuing to experience and witness discrimination against black members — Allen left the Methodist Episcopal Church 
and established the first fully independent black denomination in the United States.  This year, the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church is celebrating its bicentennial. 
 
Selina, Countess of Huntingdon 

Lady Huntingdon became part of the Methodist movement as a member of one of its earliest expressions: the Fetter Lane 
Society.  Though much is written about the effect of the Methodist movement on the lower classes in England, her passion was 
bringing the fire of revival to England’s elite.   In service of that goal, she appointed George Whitfield as her personal chaplain.  She 
had him preach at dinners attended by the most influential members of British society.  She also used her considerable wealth to 
build 64 chapels and aid Methodist efforts to serve the poor.  After the Methodists were expelled from Oxford, she established a 
minister’s training college to educate preachers.  Her commitment to education inspired the founding of Huntingdon College in 
1854.  The United Methodist-related college is today in Montgomery, Alabama.  (continued on next page) 

 

http://www.umcom.org/learn/10-fascinating-facts-about-john-wesley-and-united-methodism?utm_source=email-D2942016&utm_term=&utm_content=newsletter&utm_campaign=MyCom-Apr
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-blessed-assurance
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-blessed-assurance
http://www.umcom.org/learn/leadership-lessons-from-john-wesley-and-successor-john-fletcher
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/roots
http://www.huntingdon.edu/
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6 Historical Figures … (continued from previous page) 
 
Clementine and William Butler 

Though they married later in life after he was twice widowed, William and Clementine Butler played a crucial role in planting 
Methodism in two countries.  In 1856, they traveled to India, where they endured the Indian Revolution of 1857, a bloody uprising 
against British rule.  In the aftermath, the Butlers began orphanages for children left homeless and parentless by the revolution and 
established the India Missionary Conference. 

Returning to the United States, Clementine met with women from both Methodist and Congregational churches to encourage 
the support of single women missionaries. That initiative developed into the Women’s Foreign Mission Society, a forerunner of 
today’s United Methodist Women. 

After their furlough, the Butlers traveled to Mexico.  In their years there, they established a printing press, school, orphanage 
and several churches that offered the gospel in both word and deed.  Their work and lives orbited around serving the hurting and 
poor. 

Fannie Crosby, John Fletcher, Sojourner Truth, Richard Allen, Lady Huntingdon and William and Clementine Butler — these 
incredible saints are part of the great “cloud of witnesses” that God provides to help us see the path forward. No matter where we 
are or how we are struggling, we can recall someone else who dealt with similar circumstances. 

By Jeremy Steele, UMCommunications 
 
 

 
 
The Michigan Area has three opportunities to meet  

Bishop David Bard  
and his family.  

 
Bishop David A. Bard arrives in Lansing to begin 
leadership among the United Methodists of 
Michigan on September 1. 
Getting to know the state –its regions, its gifts…its 
people – will be a priority in those first few months 
in the mitten. Each event will include a worship 
service, with Bishop Bard preaching, followed by a 
reception. 
So this is an invitation to pastors and laity from the 
four corners of Michigan to welcome Bishop Bard, 
his wife Julie and their family. 
 
Mark calendars now for one of these times and places: 
Saturday, September 24, 2016: Waterford Central UMC, 3882 Highlands Rd, Waterford, MI, at 10:30 am.  
Sunday, October 16, 2016: Kalamazoo First UMC, 212 S. Park Street, Kalamazoo MI, 3:00 pm 
Sunday, October 23, 2016: Indian River UMC, 956 Eagles Nest Road, Indian River, MI, 3:00 pm 
 
A brief introduction. Prior to election, the Rev. Dr. David Bard had been serving at First United Methodist Church in Duluth, Minnesota 
since 2005. He has been in ministry around the state for more than 30 years and is the first person to be elected bishop out of 
Minnesota. Bishop Bard received a BA from the University of Minnesota, Duluth in 1981; his Master of Divinity was earned at United 
Theological Seminary, Twin Cities 1984; and in 1994 he received a Ph.D. from Southern Methodist University with a focus on Christian 
ethics. He and his wife, Julie, have three adult children. In his free time, he enjoys music, reading, baseball, and walking outside. Learn 
more about Bishop Bard’s ministry and vision here. 
More details will be available soon Please plan ahead for this opportunity to meet and greet Michigan’s new shepherd. 

  

http://www.bu.edu/missiology/missionary-biography/a-c/butler-william-1818-1899-and-clementina-rowe-1820-1913/
http://www.bu.edu/missiology/missionary-biography/a-c/butler-william-1818-1899-and-clementina-rowe-1820-1913/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/methodist-women-sisterhood-of-grace
https://www.google.com/maps/place/3882+Highland+Rd,+Waterford+Twp,+MI+48328/@42.6485218,-83.3651155,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824bdbe9fe996a9:0xf26d933d1de889fd!8m2!3d42.6485179!4d-83.3629215
https://www.google.com/maps/place/212+S+Park+St,+Kalamazoo,+MI+49007/@42.2903159,-85.5900031,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88179d4211dd42f5:0xbad7073fab275f50!8m2!3d42.290312!4d-85.5878091?hl=en
https://www.google.com/maps/place/956+Eagles+Nest+Rd,+Indian+River,+MI+49749/@45.4484757,-84.61515,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4d357645a4a24fa7:0xccefa2226d170f4!8m2!3d45.448472!4d-84.612956?hl=en
http://news.michiganumc.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2016/08/Bard-Bio-8-1-16.pdf
http://news.michiganumc.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2016/08/Bard-Bio-8-1-16.pdf
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United Methodist Women of Michigan invite  
men and women to new growth at  

Mission u of the North. 
United Methodist Women of the Detroit and West Michigan 
Conferences will present Mission u of the North on October 
17-18, at First United Methodist Church in Gaylord, MI. 
 
Three studies are offered: 
1) The Bible and Human Sexuality  
 with Rev. Ellen Brubaker; 
2) Latin America: People and Faith with   
 Sonya Luna; 
3) Climate Justice: A Call to Hope and Action   
 with Nichea Ver Veer Guy 
 

Registration begins 9 am on Monday and the event adjourns at 3:30 pm Tuesday. Registration cost is $65 (includes 3 meals). Lodging 
is arranged by participants in local motels. 

Registration deadline is October 10; no refunds after that date. Limited scholarships are available for first time 
attenders. Check with Sandy Mallory and Gwen Denny for more information. 

        
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 
Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday, Sept. 10 

2nd Saturday of each month 

8:30 AM 
Fellowship Hall 

Bring a friend… Or two, or 
three! 

 

 
 

Monday Morning Men’s Group @ 9:00 AM 
Study of the Lectionary Readings for Worship  

with Pastor Russell 
 

 
Tuesday Morning Group Study @ 9:30 AM  

with Pastor Russell 
New Study begins Sept. 13 

 
 

Thursday Group Study @ 3:00 PM    
with Rev. Kay Coombs 

Philip Yancy's book "Vanishing Grace? –  
What Ever Happened to the Good News” 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://s3.amazonaws.com/static.ragamuffinsoul.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/small_group20logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://carloswhittaker.com/2009/12/small-groups-is-it-time-for-a-change/&h=496&w=921&tbnid=WNsbNAO5b-AutM:&docid=Ku58KMVbk-oBdM&hl=en&ei=CpIFVp_3E8_lervFgogM&tbm=isch&ved=0CCwQMygPMA9qFQoTCJ-kmP3nksgCFc-yHgodu6IAwQ


THE BEACON                                                                                                                              SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

ALL CHURCH & ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING 
AUGUST 1, 2016 
 
PRESENT: Rod Meade, Jan Lyon – chairperson, Pastor Russell Logston, Barb Foged, Sue 
Palmer, JoAnne Beare, Sandy Mallory, Carole Merillat, Roy Pentilla 
 
 
 
Pastor Russell opened with prayer. 
Viewed Right Now website.  Pastor Russell explained the benefits of this program.  It 
contains Ministry resources (kids, adults, Bible studies, leadership training, etc.) that can be used by anyone in the church and 
shared with others by invitation.  The cost to the church is $960 annually.  Free trial use will end by Aug. 14.  It was recommended 
that we try it for a year.   

Hospitality discussion.  A meeting will be scheduled for Tuesday, Aug. 9 

 
 
 
Temporary recording secretary appointed – S. Mallory 
Approved minutes of the June 20, 2016 meeting; one correction under Compassionate Care Team – change name of Barb Foged to 
Jo Anne Beare. 
 
REPORTS: 
Treasurer – It was recommended that reporting of financial status published, in the weekly bulletin, reflect a clearer representation 
of income.     $3,000 in apportionments (ministry shares) has been paid.   
 
Staff-Pastor/Parish Relations – Annual Church Charge Conference is scheduled for Saturday, October 29 at 10:00 AM at Leland 
Community UM Church.  All Annual Church Charge Conference forms are to be submitted to the District Superintendent’s office by 
October 15.  Pastor will meet with the District Superintendent on October 25; and SPRC meets with DS at 7:30 PM at Bear Lake UMC.  
Three people have shown interest in the custodian’s job, 1 application received.  All applicants must submit application by Aug. 5.  
Position to be filled by August 15.  A SPRC meeting will be scheduled. 
 
Trustees - “Adopt-a-Room” project going well.  Nursery and trim painted by Laurie and Pat Taghon; Narthex by Sandy Mallory; 
Sunday school room by Candi and Mike Hasselbeck.  Thanks to all!  The “Time Capsule” will be completed by August 15.  High on the 
work list are (1) repair electric outlet boxes; (2) purchase exterior trim paint for window and door frames; at the parsonage – paint 
exterior white trim and a $2,000 estimate received for replacing deck;  sound system needs attention; sanitizers. 
 
Missions – The benefit dinner for Bob Manning raised approximately $4,400 with money still coming in.  July loud 
offering to P.E.T. Project raised $367.  Received a thank you from Church World Service for $576 donation to the blankets+ program.  
It was suggested that the Missions team create a list of items that can be donated to Jubilee House. 
 
Compassionate Care – “thinking of you” cards sent; Jo Anne asked that we keep her informed of those who need cards and/or 
dinners. 
 
Pastor – He and Pastor Jane will swap pulpits on Sunday, Aug. 14; will be away from the Parish on September 4, - doing a family 
memorial service. 
 
Empire Area Food “fill-a-truck – Collected $1,500 and 18 boxes of food.  
Endowment Policy – motion by Roy Pentilla, second by Carole Merillat to accept revised Endowment Policy; motion passed.  To be 
filed. 
Cancellation Policy – motion by JoAnne Beare, second by Roy Pentilla, to accept revised Cancellation Policy; motion passed.  To be 
posted on bulletin board. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM.  
Respectfully submitted, 

Sandy Mallory - Recording Secretary Pro-tem 

ALL-CHURCH SESSION 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL SESSION 
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ALL CHURCH & ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING 
AUGUST 29, 2016 
 
PRESENT:  Pastor Russell, Candi Hasselbeck, JoAnne Beare, Meredith Goodrick, Tom and Jean Petersen, Bill and Jan Lyon, Carole 
Merrilat, Sandy Mallory, Roy Pentilla, Kay Wilcox, Gerri Sorbie, SuePalmer, Gwen Denny, Kay Coombs, Barb Foged 

 
 
Hospitality, Trustees, Missions, Finance, Staff-Pastor Parish Relations, Education, Compassionate Care: met with team members to 
update and discuss status of goals. 

 
 

 
Pastor Russell opened with prayer. 

 As Jeanette Daniel is no longer able to continue as recording secretary, a permanent recording secretary is required.  
Motion to appoint Sandy Mallory as recording secretary made by JoAnne Beare, second by Bill Lyon.  Passed 

 Reviewed August 1, 2016 minutes.  Motion to approve minutes made by Roy Pentilla, second by JoAnne Beare.  Approved 

REPORTS: 
 Summer Speaker Series – K. Coombs: The 2016 Glen and Ella Noonan Summer Speakers Series was held on five 
Sundays in July.  Average attendance for the 9:00 AM service was 50.  Speakers’ lodging (four weekends) was donated by Pat Smith 
and Rod Meade.  Fifth week lodging was an expense item.  For 2017, help is needed with advertising and mailing brochures.  
Possible fund raisers may be required to help finance the series.  Finding musicians for special music is also required.  Your prayers 
and financial support will be appreciated. 
 Finance – Roy Pentilla, Gerri Sorbie: Balance sheet reviewed (copy attached).  As of this date, our projected year-
end short-fall:  ($12,752).  2015 Stewardship Campaign was helpful for budgeting purposes in 2016.  Plans are to conduct a 
Stewardship Campaign this fall.  Funding for “Adopt-a-Pew” did not reach goal (-$1,170 short).  Recommend further promotion to 
cover the shortage.   
 Staff-Pastor/Parish Relations – Meredith Goodrick: Custodian hired August 15, 2016.  Jim Sorbie will act as custodian’s 
liaison with SPRC.  Meeting to be on August 31 to begin work on 2016 Annual Church Charge Conference forms and pastor 
compensation for 2017. 
 Trustees – Sue Palmer: We are updating job descriptions for custodian, groundskeeper and snow plowing services.  
Reviewed goals to date (copy attached).  Replacement of sanitizers (at a cost of $6,000 each) will not be pursued at this time.  
Received a $200 donation to purchase a new microwave for the kitchen.   
 Missions – Tom Petersen:  Team has met goals to date (including 2 benefit community dinners).  Published a list of 
items needed at Jubilee House (Sox Box) in bulletin and The Beacon newsletter.  Published information on assisting flood victims in 
Louisiana through UMCOR - in bulletin and The Beacon newsletter.  Print-outs of UMCOR Cleaning Kit items and Health Kit items are 
on table in Fellowship Hall.  If you wish to donate money, cleaning kits are $65 and health kits $12.  Please make check payable to 
EUMC with memo: UMCOR Advance #901440. 
 Worship – Pastor Russell:  We Have met goals to date.  A worship survey has been conducted and in the process of 
gathering responses.  Will compile them at our next meeting.  Sermon series on “Spiritual Gifts” began August 24 and will continue 
through mid-October.  Kay Coombs will preach on September 4. 
 Compassionate Care – Barb Foged, JoAnne Beare:  A care givers support group is being formed (new ministry).  It 
will be led by Kay Coombs and Barb Foged and the first session will be held September 15 at 10:00 AM in Fellowship Hall.  An 
invitation will be extended to all caregivers in the area through advertising. A “Soup Day” is planned this fall in our kitchen to 
prepare soups for our elders.  The soup will be frozen and stocked in the elders’ freezers for this winter.   
 Empire Area Food Pantry – Sue Palmer: Sign-up calendar for volunteers is on table in Fellowship Hall.  She will call 
workers to remind them when they are to serve. 
 Hospitality – Pastor, Jan Lyon: Will be holding a meeting tomorrow at 11:00 AM for further planning.  A parking lot 
attendant will begin November 20.  The Tom and Jean Petersen have agreed to serve as hosts during fellowship hour following 
worship services. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:33 PM.  
Respectfully submitted, Sandy Mallory - Recording Secretary 
  

ALL- CHURCH TEAMS MEETING – 6:30 PM 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL – 7:00 pm 
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Here is a list of items regularly needed for the homeless 
shelter SOX BOX. The shelter, Jubilee House in Traverse City, 
has some laundry, shower and personal hygiene items 
available.  

 Money donations are always 
  appreciated. 

 Socks-especially in winter 

 Underwear-both men’s and women’s 
  in medium sizes  

 Bluejeans/Slacks etc. gently worn  

 Sweatshirts, Polo & Tee shirts  

 Jackets Summer & Winter  Towels and Wash clothes    

 Bath Soap (and probably laundry soap) Deodorant 
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) is in dire need of Health Kits and Cleaning Kits since the flooding 
disaster in the southern part of the USA. If anyone is interested in putting together health kits for this effort, please 
provide them by the end of September.  Bring them to church and the Mission team will take care of mailing them to the 
Sager Brown Depot. 
The cleaning kits, in a five gallon bucket are heavy and awkward to ship at a reasonable price. Therefore the logical thing 
appears to donate the price of a kit and let them provide it at the Sager Brown Depot warehouse. 
In both cases, for those interested in donating is to contact the web site: www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/relief-

supply-kits/Health and obtain full instructions direct from UMCOR.   Monetary donations should go through Empire 
United Methodist Church to UMCOR Advance #901440. 
 

 

 

      New Life Center in Zambia 
     All the projects/ministries being implemented by the new Life Center are 

unique and exceptional to the United Methodist Church of Zambia. The handicap 
bikes (P.E.T.) are made and then distributed free. Orphans and vulnerable children 

have been granted access to education. A new church building is being constructed 
so the congregation’s size can be increased and the spiritual needs of people met. 

    For more information please see www.NewLifeZambia.com.  
 

Sunday, September 25 
 

PRAYER FOR THE ANNIVRSARY OF 9/11 
  O God, our hope and refuge, in our distress we come quickly to you. 
Shock and horror of that tragic day have subsided, replaced now with emptiness, 
Longing for an innocence lost. 
 We come remembering those who lost their lives In New York, Washington, DC, and 
Pennsylvania. 
 We are mindful of the sacrifice of public servants who demonstrated the  
greatest love of all by laying down their lives for friends.  We commit their souls to your eternal 
care and celebrate their gifts to a fallen humanity. 
 We come remembering and welcome in hope, not in ourselves but in you. 
 As foundations we once thought secure have been shaken, we are reminded of the illusion of security. 
In commemorating this tragedy, we give you thanks for your presence in our time of need and we seek to worship you in Spirit and in truth, our 
guide and our guardian.  AMEN.     The Rev. Jeremy Pridgeon,  

District Superintendent of the Pensacola District of the Alabama-West Florida Annual Conference. 

http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/relief-supply-kits/Health
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/relief-supply-kits/Health
http://www.newlifezambia.com/
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       CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP FORMING 
The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; 

He will never leave you nor forsake you. 

~Deuteronomy 3:18 NIV 

A caregiver support group is being formed at Empire United Methodist Church.  If you are 

a caregiver or are interested in being a part of this ministry, please join us on September 15 

at 10:00 AM, in Fellowship Hall.  We hope to provide a time of sharing, encouragement 

and emotional support for care givers living in the Empire area.  Group leaders are Barb 

Foged and Kay Coombs.    

      If you have questions, please contact Rev. Kay Coombs at 326-5852. 

 
 
 

 
 

The Empire Unit of United Methodist Women will meet on Tuesday, 
September 13 at 11:00 AM.   
See you there! 

  
    

   GRAND TRAVERSE DISTRICT  
   UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  
   
  ~ 2016 ANNUAL MEETING ~  
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2016  
LAKE ANN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

   Registration deadline – September 10, 2016 
 
COST IS $10.00 – includes lunch  
WELCOME, CHECK IN AND COFFEE  
Begin at 9:00 a.m.  
CHILD CARE PROVIDED  
Please bring sack lunch for each child  
 

PROGRAM 
Begin at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship 
Business Meeting 

Speaker: Anita Hahn 
OFFERING 

UMCOR food for justice 
SHOPPING OPPORTUNITIES 

A great supply of books will be available 
 
INGATHERING:  
Grand Rapids Community House:  
Any hygiene or household items not covered by food 
stamps, such as toothbrush / toothpaste, coffee 
creamer, soap, shampoo/conditioner, paper towels, 
etc. They use them as Bingo Prizes 
 
        Registration Form on UMW Shelf in Fellowship Hall 
 

 

To all EUMC Women 
 

 
 

Women’s Fall Luncheon 

 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Glen Arbor 
 

Thursday, September 22 
11:30 AM 

 
 

See Sign-up Form  
Table in Fellowship Hall 
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MONTHLY CALENDAR 
1ST Sunday of every 
month: 

 Holy Communion 

 Empire Area Food Pantry    
 Collection 
Donations of canned goods and packaged food are collected for the Empire Area Food Pantry.  
The pantry is always in need of volunteers.  Please contact Pastor Russell, Barbara Foged 
or Sue Palmer for more information. 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETS MONTHLY – Date will be announced in 

worship, on our website – www.empiremiumc.org, and on Facebook.com/Empire United 
Methodist Church; also via email.  Your participation and service is appreciated! 
 

Last Sunday of every Month:  
Loud Offering – to help a wide variety of charities and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for people in need). 
 
 
 

 

SEPTEMBER  USHERS:      
09.04 Jim Fowler Jack Gardner 
09.11 Tim Egeler Jim Fowler 
09.18 Bruce Alton Jim Dorsey 
09.25 Bill Lyon  Jim Dorsey 
 

SEPTEMBER  Counters: 
09.04 Bill Lyon          Sandy Mallory   
09.11 Barb Foged    Sue Palmer    
09.18 Marilyn Johnson Gerri  Sorbie 
09.25 Kay Coombs Rod Meade 
 

SEPTEMBER  
Nursery Care: 
We are in need of volunteers to staff 
the Nursery. 
 

SEPTEMBER READERS 
O9.04 Tom Petersen  
09.11 Meredith Goodrick 
09.18 Sandi Flack 
09.25 Jean Petersen 
  

 

“Adopt – A – Pew” 

 
We raised $1,462, 

but need $1,170 more 
to pay for the 

refinished pews! 
 

Any amount donated 
will be appreciated! 

 
Thank you 
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EUMC Mission Statement 
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to hear 
others, share in God’s truths, join in worship, and celebrate in 
the Joy of God’s grace.”  
10:00 AM  Donuts & Dialog (adults) 
  Sunday School 
10:30 AM  Worship Service 
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00 C Church Office open 
9:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study - Pastor Russell 
10:00 AM  Worship Team 

TUESDAYS 
9:30 AM  Tuesday Bible Study - Pastor Russell 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
10:00 AM  Worship Team  
3:00 PM  Bible Study – Rev.  Kay Coombs  
4:00 PM  Choir rehearsal 

 

The Hands & Feet of Christ 
132 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2016 
The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH.  Our mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan 
Street, Empire, MI 49630.  We can be reached at 231.326.5510 or 
www.empireumc@centurytel.net.  Information and items for 
publication must be received at the church office by the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month. 

 

 

 
 

 

    EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
10050 Michigan Street 
PO Box 261   Empire  MI  49630 
Rev.Russell K. Logston, Pastor 
 
(231) 326-5510              
empireumc@centurytel.net 
pastor_empireumc@centurytel.net  
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church    TO: 
Website: empiremiumc.org 

 

http://www.empireumc@centurytel.net/
mailto:empireumc@centurytel.net

