
The Beacon                                                                                                                                                      January  2016 

 

The Beacon 
 

Volume V      No. 1  
   

JANUARY   2016 
  

 

According to an 
article on TIME.com 
the top 10 commonly 
broken resolutions 
were to:  Lose 
Weight and Get Fit, 
Quit Smoking, Learn 
Something New, Eat 
Healthier and Diet, 
Get Out of Debt and 

Save Money, Spend More Time with Family, Travel to 
New Places, Be Less Stressed, Volunteer, and Drink Less.  
I don’t think it matters that this list was a couple of 
years old.  People are bound to still seek their 
betterment along similar avenues.  Life remains about 
the same compared to the past 

 As we begin a New Year we often pause to think 
about what would make life better and hope that the 
old trials of the past will stay in the past.  Not every year 
is a good year… But not many years are absent of some 
reasons to celebrate and be glad.  It is just a matter of 
how we make up our minds to look at our situations in 
life.   

 Perhaps the best choice to improve our 
situation in life is to lean into the future with a positive 
attitude.  There is something to be said about being 
optimistic and believing that God is in the midst of our 
joys and sorrows and is directing our lives according to a 
useful purpose. 

 The Apostle Paul once wrote in Romans 8, “We 
know all things work together for good for those who 
love God, who are called according to his purpose.”  
Sometimes I think people read the first part of this text 
and overlook the last part.  It tells us that all things work 
for good, but it doesn’t say that only good things will 
happen to us.  The hope is that God being present in the 
good and the bad is able to redeem any situation and 
bring meaning and purpose into life.  However, all of 
this is contingent upon being in a relationship with God 
and being within the will of God.  To encounter God’s 

redeeming action within the moments of life we are to 
love God and be bound within God’s purpose for our 
lives.  Ultimately this means we are destined to fully 
know the salvation of God, and our lives will manifest 
that truth in every circumstance.   Ever circumstance 
may not be good, but every outcome in God’s sight will 
rise toward a good purpose.   

 One day, when my son was quite young, we 
went to a Sam’s Club and I intended to purchase some 
tires for our car.  I left James with his mother.  Jane 
turned her attention toward something and asked our 
older daughter to watch him for a moment, and James 
immediately disappeared.  Before I got to the back of 
the store they were announcing a “Code Adam” for my 
son.  I immediately turned around and began searching 
and found him in the arms of one of the employees 
toward the front of the store.   

“Code Adam” was implemented and named 
after Adam Walsh, who went missing from a store on 
July 27, 1981, and was later found dead.  His story was 
tragic, but the legacy of his life has perhaps saved many 
others.   Nothing can replace the child who was lost, but 
something even really bad can be multiplied into 
something good.   I think even if a person doesn’t 
openly profess a belief in God, it is a God moment when 
a person can come out of a tragedy and find a vision for 
something greater because of that tragedy.  Our world 
is renewed in such moments and “Code Adam” keeps 
another child safe. 

As the New Year begins may you be filled with 
every reason to have hope.  May you make a New 
Year’s resolution, because this year is the year that will 
be blessed, but most of all, may you love God and move 
according to God’s great promise and hope of salvation.  
In this love and hope God will be at work in your life 
through every circumstance to bring about the truth 
and manifestation of God’s salvation within your life; 
both now and every time to come! 

   Blessings and peace,  
  Pastor Russell 

 

 
 

http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2040218_2040220_2040221,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2040218_2040220_2040221,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2040218_2040220_2040375,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2040218_2040220_2040340,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2040218_2040220_2040340,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2040218_2040220_2040225,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2040218_2040220_2040225,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2040218_2040220_2040226,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2040218_2040220_2040226,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2040218_2040220_2040286,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2040218_2040220_2040376,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2040218_2040220_2040376,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2040218_2040220_2040336,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2040218_2040220_2040342,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2040218_2040220_2040377,00.html
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MISSION MADE IN 

MICHIGAN 

WEST MICHIGAN AND DETROIT 

SHARED ANNUAL CONFERENCE: 

JUNE 2016 

Imagine what’s possible when United Methodists in 
Michigan come together for the first time in faith for 
Made in Michigan: SEND.   For six historic days in June 
2016, clergy and lay members from the Detroit and West 
Michigan Annual Conferences will share time together in 
East Lansing.  SEND is a once-in-a-lifetime mission 
event that will celebrate our coming unity through 
fellowship, worship and mission.  We will also honor the 
career of a remarkable servant of God, Bishop Deborah 
Lieder Kiesey, upon her retirement. SEND is a unique 
event that will reignite our passion for mission, and 
prepare us to return home ready to share new ideas for 
bringing God’s love into the world. 
 

WEST MICHIGAN CONFERENCE DATES 

Members of the West Michigan Annual Conference will 
gather the evening of Thursday, June 9, 2016 with 
Clergy and Laity Sessions.  The next two days, Friday 
and Saturday, will be shared with the Detroit Annual 
Conference and feature mission based worship, learning 
and fellowship.  On Sunday, the business sessions of 
the annual conference will begin and conclude on 
Monday afternoon, June 13.   The two annual 
conferences will join together to celebrate an historic 
joined Ordination Service on Sunday. 
 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

The home for this entire event will be the Brody 
Residential Neighborhood of Michigan State University 
(MSU). This northwest corner of MSU's community is 
very similar in size to the Calvin College campus where 
past annual conferences have taken place.  Members of 
annual conference may stay on campus in 
Residential Housing for $30 per night.  Members may 
also stay at one of the many hotels in the Lansing Area 
where special room block rates have been secured. See 
the following information on hotels where special rates 
are currently available. Because this is a new venue we 
strongly encourage everyone to take the time to register 
early this year.  On campus housing, subject to 
availability. 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 
Monday, February 1, 2016  
Legislation due for Annual Conference 
 
Monday, March 28, 2016  
Online Registration opens 
We strongly urge you to register early. 
 
Monday, May 2, 2016  
Response Petitions Deadline 
 
Monday, May 2, 2016  
Online Early Bird Registration ends.  
Program Fee increases to $200. 
 
Monday, May 16, 2016  
Online registration closes.  Onsite housing may not be 
available after this date. 
 
Thursday, June 9, 2016 
West Michigan Annual Conference begins 
 
BUDGETING FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Here are estimated costs for annual conference 
members who choose to stay on campus in residential 
housing while at the event.  Estimate includes four nights 
in a shared double dormitory room, with three daily 
meals on campus, plus Early Bird Registration $155 fee. 
 
Estimated cost per person for entire event: $380 
plus travel expenses. 
 

 
 

 
Monday Morning 
Men’s Group @ 9:00 AM  
 

Tuesday Morning Group 
Study @ 9:30 AM  
 

Thursday  
Bible Study @ 3:00 PM 
 

Everyone welcome!!!  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://s3.amazonaws.com/static.ragamuffinsoul.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/small_group20logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://carloswhittaker.com/2009/12/small-groups-is-it-time-for-a-change/&h=496&w=921&tbnid=WNsbNAO5b-AutM:&docid=Ku58KMVbk-oBdM&hl=en&ei=CpIFVp_3E8_lervFgogM&tbm=isch&ved=0CCwQMygPMA9qFQoTCJ-kmP3nksgCFc-yHgodu6IAwQ
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Men’s 
Breakfast   
 
Saturday,  
January  
     9  
        

 
 2nd 

Saturday  
of every month 

8:30 AM   
 

Fellowship Hall  
Bring a friend… Or two, or three! 

 
 

 
WASH Clean 

Water  

WATER, SANITATION 

AND HYGIENE            
WASH is in Lane 4 under 

Global Projects of the 

West Michigan 

Conference Six Lanes of 

The Advance. Donations 

are used to drill wells so 

people have water for 

drinking, irrigating crops 

and raising animals and 

to educate people about 

hygiene. Water, what we take for granted 

within our houses, is a luxury at a pump 

outside for many people. Your gift of water 

will “wet” them with happiness! 

THANK YOU!!! 

         

  

 

The Micki 
Barr 
Memorial 
Giving 
Tree 
 

Gifts in abundance 
surrounded The Micki 
Barr Memorial Giving Tree this year.  Two families from 
the Women’s Resource Center were beneficiaries of 
EUMC generosity.  Thirteen Bibles were also distributed 
to our Church family children.  Thank you for your loving 
generosity in remembrance of Micki Barr.  
 

 
 

     Thank you to all who 

participated as scripture 
readers in 2015 worship 
services.   
     In 2016 the scheduled 
readers are Tom Petersen 
(1st Sunday of month), 
Meredith Goodrick (2nd), 

Sandi Flack (3rd) and Jean Petersen (4th).  
     Others will be needed for the 5th Sundays in some 
months and possibly at other times.  
     If you would like to be blessed in this way please 
place your name in open space on orange “Readers 
2016” poster on Fellowship Hall table. Thanks! 
 

 
 

Empire UM Women will conduct a 
pledge ceremony at its first meeting of 
2016 on Tuesday, Jan. 5.  All women of 
the church are encouraged to attend.  
The purpose of the United Methodist 
Women “shall be a community of 
women whose purpose is to know God 
and to experience freedom as whole 
persons through Jesus Christ; to 

develop a creative, supportive fellowship and to expand 
concepts of mission through participation in the Global 
ministries of the church.”  The pledge service will 
highlight the history of the UMW and its predecessor 
organizations, and the work being done today.  A light 
lunch will be served.  

Monthly Loud Offerings are collected as 
part of our Six Lanes giving.   
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 

Dec 6 & Dec 30, 2015 Meetings 
(Prior to Approval) 

12.06.2015 - Present:  Pastor Russell, Jan Lyon - Chair, Bill 
Lyon, Carole Merillat – Lay Leader, Jim Coombs – Trustee co-
chair, Gerrie Sorbie – Financial Secretary, Roy Pentilla – 
Treasurer, Jeanette Daniel – Recording Secretary, Sandy 
Mallory – Pastor-Parish Chair, Pat Smith – Education, Gwen 
Denny – Music Director. 
 
Jan called the special meeting to order at 11:50 AM.  The 
purpose of the meeting was to wrap up year-end matters.  
Pastor Russell led us in prayer. 
Minutes of the last meeting were accepted without any 
changes. 
FINANCIAL:   
1.  Roy recommended to Ad Council that Quick Books for Non-
profits (computer software program) be purchased to update 
financial recordkeeping for the church and data to be stored 
on the computer server in the church office.  A “hard line” 
linking the treasurer’s computer to the church office 
computer will be installed, if possible.  If this is not physically 
possible, treasurer will use church office computer for 
financial work.  Quick Books for Non-profits (computer 
software program) has been generously donated for financial 
recordkeeping.    
2. Quick Books for Non-profits does not have a payroll 
application, so Roy recommended to the Ad Council that we 
establish a monthly payroll checking account and process the 
monthly church payroll through Huntington Bank at an 
annual fee of $600.  Motion made by Bill Lyon to establish a 
monthly payroll checking account and process the monthly 
church payroll through Huntington Bank at an annual fee of 
$600; seconded by Carole Merillat.  Approved. 
3.  Gerrie recommended to the Ad Council that a computer 
software program for the financial secretary position be 
purchased.    Monthly financial reports would be generated 
more efficiently and membership data/reports would also be 
kept in a more efficient way.  She needs time to explore it 
more fully and will report at the next Ad Council meeting.   
4.  Roy presented the proposed 2016 annual budget:  Total 
expenses - $134,500; Estimated Income - $124,250 leaving a 
deficit of $10,250.  Treasurer recommended that the Ad 
Council strive to pay at least 75% of Ministry Shares in 2016.  
He is waiting to hear about the application for 2016 equitable 
compensation funding from the Conference.   

a) 2015 Ministry Shares:  we paid $5,800 of $17,578 (leaving a 
balance owed of $11,778) as of this date; will pay more based 
on donations received – we have until 1.18.2016 to send in 
2015 ministry shares. 
b) Christmas offering will go to ministry shares. 
c) Roy asked for approval to issue check for the 2016 TC 
Beach Bums advertising.  

 Minutes with Financial reports as of 11/30/15 
attached filed. 

 
Next Meeting:  Wednesday, Dec. 30 at 10:00 AM for 
additional wrap-up of year-end financial matters. 
Motion to Adjourn:  At 12:45 PM Jim Coombs made a motion 
to adjourn; second by Gwen Denny.  
 
12.30.15 MEETING:   
PRESENT:  Rod Meade, Jan Lyon, Bill Lyon, Jeanette Daniel, 
Gerrie Sorbie, Roy Pentilla, Sandy Mallory, Carole Merillat 
OPENING PRAYER -  Jan Lyon 
MINUTES OF DEC. 6 MEETING - Approved as corrected. 
 Correction:   Motion made by Bill Lyon to establish a 
monthly payroll checking account and process the monthly 
church payroll through Huntington Bank at an annual fee of 
$660; seconded by Carole Merillat.  Approved. 
FINANCE: Roy Pentilla, Treasurer and Gerrie Sorbie, 
Financial Secretary reporting. 
   Ministry Shares:   

 Donations to pay 100% of our 2015 ministry shares 
have been received.  Thanks be to God!   

 2016 Ministry Shares have been reduced $1,430 to 
$16,170. 

 Endowment Fund - 2015 balance -$101,000; 
principal will remain intact; we can withdraw up to 
5% per year.  A written spending policy must be 
established by the Ad Council. 

   Financial Secretary software: 

 Software has been donated.  Testing the software 
applications for reports and membership records. 

 Electronic Funds Transfers – trying to set up for 
monthly EFTs for church members if requested.  
There is a bank fee of 45¢/transaction. 

 Have received $87,00o in pledges for 2016 

 2016 wages:   Motion by Gerrie Sorbie, seconded by 
Sandy Mallory to approve 1% wage increase for 
office administrator and custodian; Grounds 
maintenance contract wage to remain the same; 
and Music Director wage will increase by 
$5/service.   Approved. 

LAY LEADERSHIP: Carole Merillat, Lay Leader and Sandy 
Mallory, Staff-Pastor /Parish chair 

 2016 leadership roster -  Discussion:  new 
positions (1) nursery coordinator and (2) website 
administrator  - tabled until next meeting 

 
 (continued on next page) 
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 ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 (continued) 
VCI: 

 Review year-end evaluations; focus on completion of 
items past due.  

 Prepare for the planning and goal setting meeting on 
January 12 at 11 AM (meeting requires 2 to 4 hours). 

 Committees/Teams chairs need to establish 2016 
goals. 

ALL TEAMS/COMMITTEES GOAL SETTING: 

 Jan will send an email to all committee/team chairs 
to hold formation meetings with their 
team/committee members and to start work on 
2016 goals before Jan. 12. 

STAFF-PASTOR/PARISH ISSUES: 

 Sandy’s term ends 12/31/15.  Files and guideline 
books will be given to new chair and new members. 

TRUSTEE ISSUES: None 
Motion to adjourn at 11:50 AM by Bill Lyon, seconded by 
Sandy Mallory. 

Minutes recorded by S. Mallory 

 
 
Christianity and 
World Religions 
By Adam Hamilton 

 
 The Tuesday Morning Bible Study group will 
begin a 6-week study dealing openly and honestly with 
questions people ask about other religions, including 
why we should believe the claims of Christianity over 
those of other faiths.  As part of the study, author and 
presenter Adam Hamilton interviews a religious leader 
from each tradition.  He treats the world religions with 
great respect, recognizing the unique contributions of 
each. 
 In examining these major world religions and 
the beliefs of their followers, the Reverend Hamilton 
urges us as Christians to build bridges with others so 
that we might grow in our faith, seek peace in our 
world, love our neighbor, and find positive ways to 
share the Gospel. 
 Six 15-minute video segments feature 
Hamilton’s message on world religions and comments 
from leaders of those faiths. 
 Everyone is invited to come and join us for this 
relevant study. 

 

Valentines on sale 
Handcrafted valentines, made by the Missions 
Commission, will go on sale Sunday, Jan. 10. Proceeds 
will go to the Church World Service’s Blankets+ 
Program.  

 
During the past year, in the 

U.S., Church World 
Service provided 
lightweight and 
heavyweight 
blankets to people 
affected by 
emergencies or 

economic hard times.  CWS blankets were also 
distributed internationally to families who were 
displaced through natural disasters, homelessness, wars 
or other catastrophes.   
 
EUMC’s support began in 2004, under the recom-
mendation and direction of Mary Jo Meade, and it is in 
her memory that we continue this commendable 
mission.  Through 2015 you have generously donated 
$5,540 for blankets.  Thank you for your generous and 
open-hearted support! 
 

Church World Service 
BLANKET SUNDAY    FEB 14 

 
  

ALL CHURCH 
TEAMS/COMMITTEES 

JAN 12, 2016 - 11:00 AM 
2016 GOAL SETTING MEETING 

Lunch provided 
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2016 CHURCH LEADERS 
LEADERSHIP: 
Jan Lyon, Administrative Council Chair 334-4387 
Sandy Mallory, Adm Council Vice Chair 882-0440 
Carole Merillat Lay Leader  326-5809 
Gwen Denny Membership Secretary 709-6902 
Jeanette Daniel Recording Secretary 326-5682 
Meredith Goodrick Staff/Pastor-Parish Chair  
 

WORSHIP & EDUCATION 
Pastor Russell Worship Chair  326-5510 
Gwen Denny Director of Music  709-6902 
Pete Mallory Head Usher  882-0440 
Pastor Russell Education Chair  326-5510 
Pat Smith Children’s Coordinator 334-3301 
 

MISSION & MINISTRY 
Rod Meade Missions Chair   
Jim Sorbie Habitat for Humanity Rep 326-5728 
Marilyn Johnson Prayer Chain Contact 326-2081 
Steve Miller Adopt-A-Highway  463-2648 
Mary Horney Empire Area Food Pantry 326-2121 
Gerri Sorbie UMW President  326-5728 
Jim Sorbie Men’s Group  326-5728 
 

FINANCE & PROPERTIES 
Roy Pentilla Church Treasurer   
Gerri Sorbie Finance Chair/Secy 326-5728 
Jan Fulton Asst Finance Secy  334-5022 
Jim Coombs Trustees Co-chair  326-5852 
Pete Mallory Trustees Co-chair  882-0440 
Marilyn Johnson Memorial Comm Chair 326-2081 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 LAY LEADERSHIP 
STAFF/PASTOR-PARISH COMMITTEE 
Meredith Goodrick Chair  326-5809 
Carolyn Pelky Lay Member WMC 325-5712 
Carole Merillat Lay Leader (ex-officio) 326-5809 
Jan Lyon     334-4387 
 

LAY LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Pastor Russell Chair   326-5510 
Carole Merillat Lay Leader (ex-officio) 326-5809 
Gwen Denny    790-6902 
Meredith Goodrick   326-5809 
Kay Coombs    326-5852 
Gerri Sorbie    326-5728 
Sandy Mallory    882-0440 
 

TRUSTEES 
Carole Merillat Lay Leader (ex-officio) 326-5809 
Eric Foged    326-5998 
Gerri Sorbie    326-5728 
Bill Lyon     334-4387 
Mary Horney    326-2121 
Jerry Denny    709-6902 
Rod Meade    325-8472 
Don Sowa    325-2381 
 

WORSHIP TEAM 
Pastor Russell Chair   326-5510 
Carolyn Pelky Communion Steward 325-5712 
Gwen Denny Director of Music  709-6902 
Carole Merillat Lay Leader (ex-officio) 326-5809 
Sandy Mallory    882-0440 
Jan Fulton (May-Nov)  334-5022 
Ann Pelham (May-Oct)  334-6147 
 

FINANCE TEAM 
Gerri Sorbie Fin Secy/Chair  326-5728 
Pastor Russell    326-5510 
Roy Pentilla Church Treasurer   
Carolyn Pelky Lay Member WMC 325-5712 
Jan Lyon   Administrative Council Chair 334-4387 
Meredith Goodrick   SPPRC rep  326-5543 
Carole Merillat Lay Leader (ex-officio) 326-5809 
To be named Trustee rep 
 
 (Continued on next page) 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Each chairperson shall be present to give a report 
at the monthly Administrative Council meeting.  
 If you cannot be present, please submit a written 
report to the Administrative Council chair before 
the meeting. 

All team/committee members are a part of the 
Administrative Council meetings and are 
encouraged to attend and participate. 

 

The Congregation is encouraged to attend and 
participate in the Administrative Council meetings 
– where decisions and recommendations are 
made regarding the ministry and operation of our 
church. 

 

The Administrative Council meets the 4
th

 
Sunday of each month, after worship, 

in the Adult SS classroom. 

The 2016 slate for Church leaders and lay leadership 
positions was presented at the Annual Church 
Charge Conference held on 9.26.15 at Lake Ann 
UMC and approved by voting  members present. 
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(2016 LAY LEADERSHIP continued) 

 
EDUCATION TEAM 
Pastor Russell Chair   326-5510 
Jeanette Daniel    326-5682 
Jan Fulton    334-5022 
Gwen Denny    709-6902 
Pat Smith    334-3301 
Candi Hasselbeck   (513) 659-5493 
Barbara Fowler    334-8113 
 

MEMORIAL TEAM 
Marilyn Johnson Chair   326-2081 
Roy Pentilla Church Treasurer 
Marcella Bodoh    326-5260 
Patricia Smith    334-3301 
Heather Stoddard   835-0561 
Rod Meade Trustees rep  325-8472 
 

MISSIONS COMMISSION TEAM 
Rod Meade Chair   325-8472 
Marilyn Johnson    326-2081 
Jim Sorbie Habitat rep  326-5728 
Steve Miller    463-2648 
Sandy Mallory    882-0440 
 

DREAM TEAM (VISIONING & PLANNING) 
Sandy Mallory    882-0440 
Bob Norris    228-6442 
Bob Manning    326-5384 
Linda Norris    228-6442 
Marilyn Johnson    326-2081 
Marcella Bodoh    326-5280 

& members of the congregation 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM 
Marilyn Johnson    326-2081 
Marilyn Bratt    334-3611 
Jenny Grooters    256-1369 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The Baptism of Jesus  
Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22; 

John 1:29-34 (NRSV) 
 “Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus 
also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven opened, 
and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”   Luke 3:21-22 
 

 
Baked Potato  
Smorgasbord 
Jan. 17 
 The Annual 
Baked Potato 
Smorgasbord will be 
held Sunday, Jan. 17 
after worship.  
Delicious baked 
potatoes, with an 
assortment of 
toppings, salads, 
desserts and 
beverage will be 
served.   
 Meet and 
greet 2016 church 
leaders and Mr. 
Potato Head, 
Tater Tot 
and Sweet 
Tater.    

 A sign-up sheet for food donations will be on a 

fellowship hall table.                  See you there! 
 

Quarterly meetings (JAN/APR/JUL/OCT) are 
required and chairs update the Administrative 

Council regarding goals and results  
when accomplished. 
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Moving into 2016:  
God is with us! 
A year consists of 12 months, 52 weeks, 365 days, 8,760 
hours, 525,600 minutes, and more than 31,000,000 
seconds. World, national, state and local events 
currently are being reviewed and evaluated in the 
media; and reporters, politicians, as well as ordinary 
folk are speculating as to whether or not the year will 
be classified as the best, good, or bad. 
So far the months, weeks, days, hours, minutes, and 
seconds of 2015 have been filled with ups, downs, 
twists, turns, trepidation and fear. Extreme violence, 
hateful political exchanges and devastating poverty 
have been among the issues at the forefront of this 
year. Overwhelming negativity has tried to dominate 
the news, but mercifully stories of community service, 
kindness and great generosity have served as a 
welcome relief from the proverbial bad news. As public 
events are reviewed, let’s remember to conduct a more 
personal review of the events that have taken place in 
our individual lives 
 
God is with us 
A year can be experienced as going by quickly or slowly, 
depending upon what is happening in a person’s life 
and his or her anticipation or dread of those events. 
When troubles and frustrations are present, one month 
can seem as long as 52 weeks. When life is running 
smoothly, 525,600 minutes can seem as short as one 
day. It is wise for Christians to conduct a personal 
review of the year in light of Christ’s presence and 
nature. It is helpful that Christmas comes so close to the 
end of the year and the approach of a new one. The 
close proximity reminds us that another name for Jesus 
is Immanuel, which means “God is with us” — through 

each of the 31,000,000+ seconds. Scripture records 
Jesus teaching that there would be trouble in the world, 
but that we should not be dismayed because he has 
overcome the world. As we look back over the past year 
and gain closure regarding the public and personal 
events of 2015, remember that the same Savior who 
was with us during 2015 will be with us as we move 
with hope into 2016. Matthew 29:20 reminds us, “Look, 
I myself [Jesus] will be with you every day until the end 
of this present age.” 
Question of the day: What will you remember most 
about 2015, and why?  
Focal Scriptures: Psalm 105:1-2; Luke 15:17-20; 
Philippians 3:13 

By Rose Taylor, MinistryMatters.com 

 
 
 

Sh’ma yisrael adonai elohaynu, 

adonai ekad! 

Hear, O Israel! 

The Lord our God, the Lord is One! 
~Deuteronomy 6:4 

 

 

 

Jubilee House 

Homeless Shelter Collection                                                             
(“SOX BOX”) 
Year-round the need for seasonal clothing exists! 

Jackets, work pants, sweatshirts, hats, under-

wear, belts, men’s shorts and sox are greatly 

appreciated by the people who make use of the 

shelter. Hand warmers to warm hands in cold 

weather, and backpacks or sturdy big bags in 

which to carry their belongings when the shelter 

is not open are needed, too!   

     Items can be placed in the SOX BOX (in the 

Fellowship Hall) at any time. Rod Meade delivers 

the items to the shelter where they are 

distributed. Monetary donations are also welcome 

for shelter staples.  

      THANK YOU for sharing!!! 
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The Season of Epiphany 
On January 3, the Christian 

church begins celebrating 
the Season of Epiphany.  
Epiphany means “revelation” 
-- the revelation of Christ to 
all the world.  On this day we 
remember the three Wise 
Men’s visit to the Christ 
child.   
 

A Star is Born.  Some 2000 years 

ago, a star was born.  It was like no other star that had 

brightened the night sky before … or since.  Some wise men 

from the East were so struck by this star that they packed up 

and went to where this star would lead them.  It led them to 

Jesus, the true and only Light, the Bright Morning Star of our 

lives.  In his light we can see the light of God’s love all around 

us.  We can see forgiveness streaming in.  And we can see the 

glow of the heavenly glory to come. 

 

Star Sightings.  Bible readings during the Season of Epiphany 

track the movements of a certain superstar named Jesus.  

Where had he been seen?   

At the Jordan River - This is the site of his baptism by John.  

Jesus’ ministry officially begins here.     

By the Fishing Boats - Many of Jesus’ first disciples were 

fishermen.  We are called to “fish for people” in Jesus’ name 

during Epiphany, spreading the Good News.   

In The Synagogue - Jesus made frequent trips to the 

synagogue to preach.  We are called to listen to his Word in 

worship during Epiphany. 

 

You Are A Star.  You already are the light of the world, Jesus 

says (Matthew 5:14).  Christ has put his light of love and 

forgiveness and salvation in you.  But so often we don’t let the 

light of Christ shine in us the way we should.  We often live 

instead in the darkness of hatred, anger and fear.  But your 

chance at “stardom” in Christ is never lost.  “A dimly burning 

wick [God] will not snuff out,” the prophet Isaiah promises 

(Isaiah 42:3).  So “let your light shine” (Matthew 5:16).  Let it 

shine bright - by forgiving, loving, and sharing the gifts of 

God with everyone you meet.                                
(Epiphany compiled by Mark Zimmermann  

for Creative Communications for the Parish) 

 

“Arise, shine; for your light has come!”  

 -- Isaiah 60:1 

 

 

MONTHLY CALENDAR 
 

1ST Sunday of every month: 
 Holy Communion 

 Empire Area Food Pantry 
Collection 

Donations of canned and packaged food are 
collected for the Empire Food Pantry.  The 
pantry is always in need of volunteers.  Please see Pastor Brenda, Jan 
Fulton, or Gwen Denny for more information. 
 

4th Sunday of every month:  
Administrative Council meeting after worship – all are 

invited to participate 
 

Last Sunday of every Month:  
Loud Offering – to help a wide variety of charities and the 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for people in need). 

 
JANUARY  USHERS: 
1.03  M Horney  
 J Beare  
1.10  B Norris   
 J Sorbie 
1.17  D Davis  J Gardner 
1.24 B Lyon  J Sorbie     
1.31 T Egeler  P Mallory 
 

JANUARY  Counters: 
1.03 B Lyon   S Mallory   
1.10 B Foged   S Palmer    
1.17 M Johnson G Sorbie 
1.24 K Coombs R Merillat 
1.31 R Meade K Wilcox    
 

      
 

JANUARY  
Nursery Care: 
1.03  
1.10  
1.17  
1.24  
1.31  
 

JANUARY READERS 
1.03 C Hasselbeck  
1.10 M Goodrick 
1.17 S Flack 
1.24  
1.31 R Meade 
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The Hands & Feet of Christ 
132 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2016 

 
The Beacon is published monthly by the Empire United Methodist 
Church.  Mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street, 
Empire, MI 49630.  Information and items for publication must be 
received at the church office by the 3

rd
 Wednesday of each month. If 

your email address changes please contact the church office.  Thank 
you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
10050 Michigan Street 
PO Box 261   Empire  MI  49630 
Rev.Russell K. Logston, Pastor 

 
(231) 326-5510        
empireumc@centurytel.net 
pastor_empireumc@centurytel.net  
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church                           
Website: empiremiumc.org 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
SUNDAYS 

10:00 AM Sunday school for children (during school year) 

  “Donuts & Dialogue” – adult conversations 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
9:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Russell 
10:00 AM Worship Team 

TUESDAYS 
9:30 AM  Tuesday Bible Study with Pastor Russell 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
10:00 AM Worship Team   
3:00 PM  Bible Study with Rev Kay Coombs 
4:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
TO: 

 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“Growing in Christ, Reaching the Community, 

Reaching the World and Winning Souls for Christ” 

 

mailto:empireumc@centurytel.net

