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The  
Beacon 

 
  

 
Are You Ready 
for the Journey? 
February tends to be a 
cold month.  It reminds 
me of some words I 
once read. 

 

 
 

Blow, Blow, Thou Winter Wind 
by William Shakespeare 

Blow, blow, thou winter wind, 
thou art not so unkind 
as man's ingratitude; 
thy tooth is not so keen 
because thou art not seen, 
although thy breath be rude. 
Heigh-ho! sing heigh-ho! unto the green holly: 
Most friendship is feigning, most loving mere folly: 
Then, heigh-ho! the holly! 
This life is most jolly.  

 
Freeze, freeze, thou bitter sky, 
thou dost not bite so nigh 
as benefits forgot: 
Though thou the waters warp, 
thy sting is not so sharp 
as friend remember'd not. 
Heigh-ho! sing heigh-ho! unto the green holly: 
Most friendship is feigning, most loving mere folly: 
Then, heigh-ho! the holly! 
This life is most jolly.  
 

Shakespeare’s words are from a poem in his play, As 
You Like It from Act II, Scene 7.    

 I didn’t look up the context of the poem, but it 
seems Shakespeare was voicing that a greater coldness and 
sting comes from ingratitude and friendships ignored, than 
from even the most bitter of winters. I expect that he has a 
point. 
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However, we are fortunate.  For the corollary of his 

thinking may be that no greater comfort may be found in a  
life of thankfulness to God and one another, and no greater 
warmth may be found than in a friendship well lived.   

Despite the present cold, February is quickly leading 
us to Ash Wednesday on February 10.  Our Ash Wednesday 
Service will be at 7:00 PM.  It is here that we begin our yearly 
Lenten journey.  

The word Lent is from an old English word that 
speaks of the season when we see the lengthening of our 
hours of daylight.  (lengthen and lent are similar) 

 In our church life, during this time, we seek to 
stretch ourselves spiritually.  Lent is a time to consider God’s 
presence in our life, and what that presence means.  Without 
the journey through Lent we cannot really appreciate the full 
meaning of Easter morning. 

Easter reassures us of the great thankfulness and 
friendship we have in God and one another.  It is the church’s 
wonderful and joyful task to push back the cold and its icy 
sting of indifference.  We do this as we live out the 
possibilities of life within the community of believers.  We as 
a people are called to worship, to care, and to believe in God 
and in one another. When we take part in worship, Bible 
studies, prayer, meetings, services of the church, and in so 
many other activities, we are not just being busy, but we are 
warming our world as a place where others can belong.  We 
are sharing the warmth of life that comes from the very Spirit 

of God. 
Perhaps in this sense the concept 

of a global warming is a positive idea.  I 
think that evangelism will permeate 
that nature of a caring church.  A church 
that likes to be together is a church that 
others will be attracted to, and a church 
that may influence the world.  

Therefore, in this Easter season, come and share in the joy of 
warming your world through your prayers, your presence, 
your gifts, your service and your witness.   

Join us in worship, take part in opportunities for ministry 
and service, practice stewardship, and pray at all time.  By so 
doing we can make the world a different place. 
                         (continued on next page) 
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Symbols of Lent 
Our Christian tradition is rich 

in symbols. To name but a few, 
we have the star, symbolizing 

Christ's birth; the cross, symbolizing His life, death and 
resurrection; the fish, symbolizing the early Christians' faith in 
Jesus. During Lent, we use symbols that relate to the themes 
of the season - the themes of repentance, renewal, hope, and 
joy. Following are some of our Lenten symbols: 

Ashes symbolize death and grief as well as the 
unworthiness and repentance.  We feel that because we have 
not lived up to being the person God intends us to be.  But 
out of the ashes of our past we can, with God's help, be 
renewed spiritually and journey to a new life of faith and 
trust. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of our journey. 

Colors are symbolic. Violet signifies suffering and 
sorrow; white - purity and glory; green - growth and hope of 
eternal life; pink or rose, joy. 

A bare branch symbolizes Jesus' death on a wooden 
cross. It also reminds us that out of seeming lifelessness 
comes new life, both in nature and in the resurrection. 

The butterfly dramatically symbolizes new life and is 
commonly used to help children begin to understand the 
meaning of Easter. Out of a dead looking cocoon emerges a 
new creation, free and radiant. 

Salt is necessary to sustain life and is a symbol of 
wholeness. We use salt as a preservative to keep food 
wholesome. We also use it as a flavoring that permeates the 
whole of whatever is added to it. 

Water has always been a symbol of cleansing and 
life giving in the Church and is commonly associated with 
Baptism. In Scripture, Jesus speaks of Himself as the "life-
giving water" (John 4:14), the one who quenches our spiritual 
thirst. 

Light is a universal religious symbol, which reminds 
us that Jesus is the light who shows us the way. "I am the 
light of the world," (John 9:5) Jesus tells us. "He who follows 
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." 
(John 8:12) 

Seeds symbolize the emergence of new life. 
Seemingly lifeless seeds grow and flower. Like the emerging 
butterfly, the emerging plant symbolizes the new life that 
follows Christ's death and resurrection. 

Palm branches symbolize Jesus' triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem the Sunday before His crucifixion. The branches 
remind us that there are both triumphs and defeats in our 
lives but that if we maintain our friendship with God, we will 
ultimately triumph. 

The Easter lily, with its waxy flowers shaped like 
trumpets, symbolizes the glory of the risen Lord and the joy 
of the faithful who believe in God's promise of a new life. 

 
Young children may not understand the meaning of 

symbols. They do, however, value what we value.  Our 
attitudes toward the use of symbols at home and in church 

prepare children to seek a deeper meaning as they grow 
older. 

May you be strengthened and blessed in 
your walk through this Lenten season. 
 

Blessings and peace, 
Pastor Russell 

 
 
 
 

 

FEB. 10 – 7:00 PM 
Worship Service 

Imposition of Ashes 
 

 
 

 
Monday Morning 
Men’s Group @ 9:00 AM  
Study of the Lectionary Readings for Worship 

 
Tuesday Morning Group 
Study @ 9:30 AM  
Christianity and World Religions  
 by Adam Hamilton 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://s3.amazonaws.com/static.ragamuffinsoul.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/small_group20logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://carloswhittaker.com/2009/12/small-groups-is-it-time-for-a-change/&h=496&w=921&tbnid=WNsbNAO5b-AutM:&docid=Ku58KMVbk-oBdM&hl=en&ei=CpIFVp_3E8_lervFgogM&tbm=isch&ved=0CCwQMygPMA9qFQoTCJ-kmP3nksgCFc-yHgodu6IAwQ
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Men’s Breakfast 

 
Saturday, Feb. 13 

2nd Saturday 
of each month 

8:30 AM 
 

Fellowship Hall 
Bring a friend… Or two, or three! 

 
 

TOILETRIES 
FOR JUBILEE 
HOUSE 
Jubilee House is a local mission to 
which EUMC members have 
donated clothes, etc. over the 
years. This shelter is used as a 
home by the homeless and 
therefore in need of toiletries.  
 

The cash and coins 
tossed into the LOUD 
offering cans on 
February 28 will be used 
to buy a variety of 
toiletries.  Soap, shampoo, deodorant and tooth 
brushes/toothpaste may also be placed in the SOX BOX.   
THANK YOU for supplying these necessities. 

 
        
 
 

Transfiguration  
of Jesus 
On February 7, we will celebrate Transfiguration Sunday at 
EUMC.   The Transfiguration of Christ is the culminating point 
of His public life, as His Baptism is its starting point, and His 
Ascension its end.  Moreover, this glorious event has been 
related in detail by St. Matthew (17:1-6), St. Mark (9:1-8), and 
St. Luke (9:28-36), while St. Peter (2 Peter 1:16-18) and St. 
John (1:14), two of the 
privileged witnesses, make 
allusion to it.                                 
(From Wikipedia, the free 
encyclopedia) 

Transfiguration by Lodovico 

Carracci, 1594, depicting Elijah, 

Jesus, and Moses with the three 
apostles.      

According to the Gospels, 
Peter, James, son of Zebedee 
and John the Apostle were 
with Jesus upon the mountain. 
The transfiguration put Jesus 
above Moses and Elijah, the 
two preeminent figures of 
Judaism. It also supports his identity as the Son of God. In 
keeping with the Messianic Secret, Jesus tells the witnesses 
not to tell others what they saw until he has risen on the third 
day after his death on the cross. 
In the narrative, after the voice speaks, Elijah and Moses have 
disappeared, and Jesus and the three apostles head down the 
mountain, Jesus telling his apostles to keep the "vision" a 
secret until the "Son of Man" had risen from the dead. The 
apostles are described as questioning among themselves as 
to what Jesus meant by "risen from the dead" (Mark 9:9-10). 
 

 
February 15 

Monthly Loud Offerings are collected as part of 
our Six Lanes Missions giving.   

http://www.emanuelumc.org/wiki/File:Transfiguration_by_Lodovico_Carracci.jpg
http://www.emanuelumc.org/wiki/Lodovico_Carracci
http://www.emanuelumc.org/wiki/Lodovico_Carracci
http://www.emanuelumc.org/wiki/Elijah
http://www.emanuelumc.org/wiki/Jesus
http://www.emanuelumc.org/wiki/Moses
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NEW TIME  
FOR MEETING 

Empire UM Women will meet at 11:30 AM on Tuesday, 
Feb. 2.  All women of the church are encouraged to 
attend.  Lunch will be served. 
     The purpose of the United Methodist Women “shall 
be a community of women whose purpose is to know 
God and to experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive 
fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through 
participation in the Global ministries of the church.”   
 
 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 

Jan. 31, 2016 – Meeting Minutes 
(To be sent in a separate email!) 

 
2016 

 
 

Jubilee House 

Homeless Shelter Collection                                                             
(The “SOX BOX”) 

Year-round the need for seasonal clothing 

exists! Jackets, work pants, sweatshirts, hats, 

underwear, belts, men’s shorts, and sox are 

greatly appreciated by the people who make use 

of the shelter. Hand warmers to warm hands in 

cold weather, and backpacks or sturdy big bags 

in which to carry their belongings when the 

shelter is not open are blessings. Items can be 

placed in the SOX BOX (in the Fellowship Hall) at 

any time. Rod Meade delivers the items to the 

shelter where they are dispersed. Monetary 

donations are also welcome for shelter staples.  

             
THANK YOU for sharing!!! 

       
 

 
 

Valentines on sale 
 

Handcrafted valentines, made by 
the Missions Commission, are 
on sale until February 14.  
Proceeds will go to the Church 
World Service’s Blankets+ 

Program.  
 

 

Church World Service 
BLANKET SUNDAY 

FEB 14 
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ALL CHURCH GOAL SETTING 
MEETING HELD 

 
On Thursday, Jan. 21,  an 
All-Church 2016 goal 
setting meeting was held.  
Pastor Russell led the 
opening prayer and 
discussed our 2015 
“celebrations.”  “We 
accomplished a lot in 

2015, but we have more to do,” he stated.   
Among team/committee goals for 2016: 

 Address the Vital Church Initiative (VCI) 
prescriptions – in process 

  Planning The Glen and Ella Noonan Summer 
speaker series  in July; theme “Grains of Sand.”  
- in process 

 Seder Meal on Maundy Thursday, March 24 at 
6:00 PM, and Good Friday Service, March 25 at 
1:00 PM 

 Hospitality Team to be formed 

 All teams/committees to hold quarterly 
meetings; review/update 2016 goals and  report 
to Administrative Council. 

 2 Community outreach (free) dinners; speakers  

 Church signage - installation 

 Hold All-Church Visioning meeting 

 Install/debug new financial 
accounting/membership software; add 2 
positions for backup: treasurer and financial 
secretary 

 Run payroll accounting through Huntington 
Bank system – in process 

 On-line giving – in process 

 Worship evaluation team, 12-month worship 
planning, visit 2 UMC in area – in process 

 
 Team/Committee chairs and members who attended 

were:  Kay Coombs, Candi Hasselbeck, Sandy Mallory, Sue 
Palmer, Carole Merillat, Barb Foged, Jan and Bill Lyon, Gwen 
Denny, JoAnne Beare, Gerri and Jim Sorbie, Jeanette Daniel, 
Rod Meade, Roy Pentilla, Pat Smith, and Pastor Russell.  

 Time was well-spent; the goal setting was valuable and  
productive. Many thanks to all who participated. 

 
Helpful Hints: 
Defining objectives, goals and measures in ministry 
Take time for each ministry position from the pastor to staff to 

volunteers to define objectives, goals and measures. 

Set objectives: A pastor may need several objectives to meet 

the span of his or her role. For a volunteer, it will likely be 

one. Objectives focus on what truly matters. The goals and the 

measures indicate whether you are moving toward that 

objective. In addition, look at each person's number of 

objectives. Is it too much for one person to do? Who will 

support them? Clear objective setting can also measure 

workloads and if people more time, support or resources to get 

it done or if the task should be given to someone else. 

 

Define goals and measures: Goals and measures must be 

tangible. Take the time to establish measures that assess both 

the quality (the impact or effectiveness of the program) and 

the quantity (number of people or the efficiency of the 

program) related to the objective. Once they are agreed upon, 

what goals do you want to achieve for each? 

Measure progress: For measurements to work, they must be 

taken and shared on a regular basis. How will you collect and 

compile data? How will you share it? How will you use it to 

improve your progress toward the goal? 

 

Objectives, goals and measures build community 

Providing clear direction and measures can help everyone be 

more effective and provide a common way to understand if 

people and programs are on track or need corrective action.  

By focusing on what you can do to help others succeed, this 

can create community and not destroy it.  Together, people 

can solve a problem that would otherwise be invisible. 

 

In addition, sometimes measuring effectiveness is the only 

way you can identify if a person is in the wrong position to 

leverage their gifts and graces. Everyone wants to do a good 

job, but may not have the skills or abilities to succeed. 

Churches can identify ways that person can better serve and 

feel they are strongly contributing to the body of Christ. 

 

When used properly, objectives, goals and measures can help 

the church to be more effective and efficient in its 

mission. When combined with the love of God, the grace of 

Jesus Christ and the insight of the Holy Spirit, it can lead to 

radical transformation of our faith community and our world. 
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Forming a Hospitality Team 

The general rule is that a person will decide within 7 
minutes of entering the church whether or not they 
may wish to return.  Their first impression will most 
likely come as they drive up to the church.   The 
opportunity to encourage a person toward being a part 
of our church begins in the parking lot.  These initial 
minutes have been shown to be most important.  

The need is to shift our thinking from having church 

visitors to church guests.   We are to practice hospitality 

--That is make people feel welcome and anticipate their 

needs and help them to be comfortable within our 

church.  To make a good first impression it is important 

for the church to involve a church guest in three personal 

contacts from the parking lot to the door.  We must offer 

good information and friendly connections.  We need to 

have a follow-up ministry.  These areas are the concern 

of the Hospitality Team.   

 

General Concerns  
The hospitality team will be responsible for 

exploring, recommending changes or creating the 

following: 

Church Sign –Money has already been collected to 

begin building and creating a sign for the front of our 

church.  The hospitality team will be responsible for 

continuing the work of making recommendations to the 

trustees with regard to the completion of this project.   

 Parking Lot Condition and Lines –The hospitality 

team will review the condition of the parking areas 

around the church and make recommendation to the 

Administrative Council with regard to their upkeep and 

the painting of lines to lay out parking spaces. There 

should be guest parking as well as handicap parking 

close to the doors. 

Church Cleanliness and Layout – The hospitality 

team will review the general condition of the church 

with regard to the impression that our church 

environment gives our guests. Are the rooms and 

entrance ways clean and well ordered?  Is there 

unneeded clutter or items left lying around?  Are the 

walls painted and the carpets in good order?  What 

information is immediately available to our guest as they 

enter the church?  Does this information inform them 

who we are, ways that they can become involved in our 

church, or simply where to go?  Is there a visitor 

information center? 

Church Guest’s Packet –The hospitality team will 

create a guest packet to be given to guests within our 

church.  The packet could contain: basic information 

about our church, an FAQ, our ministries and time of 

events; contact information of a church member and the 

pastor; a guest card and the promise of a follow up visit.  

A welcome gift should be included.  A card to be filled 

out by the guest; general information about our 

community and community events; perhaps any coupons 

or invitations to events or opportunities happening 

around our community.   

Sound System and Hearing –The hospitality team is 

responsible for assessing the quality of our sound system 

and hearing assistance devices.  Recommendations for 

any improvements and changes are to be made to the 

Administrative Council. 

Follow Up Gift –The hospitality team will be 

responsible for creating and providing a follow up gift to 

be taken to the home of our church guest.  The gift 

should be something simple, non-perishable, and easily 

kept in supply, such as a coffee mug with the church’s 

name on it. 

Website –The hospitality team will be responsible for 
making recommendations for: finding a webmaster for 
our website, developing the website, and keeping the 
website updated.  (The website is the first place younger 
people will go to learn about who we are.  If the website 
is a failure, they may never come to begin with.) 
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Pasta  Potluck 
After Worship 

February 14 
WHAT TO BRING?? 

FAVORITE PASTA DISH 
TOSSED SALAD W/DRESSING 

DESSERT - ROLLS/BREAD 
 

SPONSORED BY THE MISSIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

 
Start gathering 

 your “stuff” 
EUMC’s ANNUAL 

YARD SALE 
Saturday, MAY 21 

9 AM  - 2:00 PM 
An all-church fund raiser 

(for general operating expenses) 

 

MONTHLY CALENDAR 
1ST Sunday of every month: 

 Holy Communion 

 Empire Area Food Pantry 
Collection 

Donations of canned and packaged food are 

collected for the Empire Food Pantry.  
The pantry is always in need of 
volunteers.  Please contact Pastor Russell, Barbara Foged or 
Sue Palmer for more information. 
 

4th Sunday of every month:  
Administrative Council meeting after worship – all are 

invited to participate 
 

Last Sunday of every Month:  
Loud Offering – to help a wide variety of charities and the 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for people in need). 

 
February  USHERS: 
02.07 Jim Sorbie
 Pete Mallory 
02.14 Pete Mallory
 Tim Egeler 
02.21 Dan Davis Jack Gardner 
02.28 Bill Lyon  Jan Lyon 

 
february  Counters: 
2.07 B Lyon   S Mallory   
2.14 B Foged   S Palmer    
2.21 M Johnson G Sorbie 
2.28 K Coombs R Merillat 
 

 
februarY  
Nursery Care: 
 
We are in need of volunteers 
to staff the Nursery. 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY READERS 
2.07 T Petersen  
2.14 M Goodrick 
2.21 S Flack 
2.28 J Petersen 
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The Hands & Feet of Christ 
132 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2016 

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
10050 Michigan Street 
PO Box 261   Empire  MI  49630 
Rev.Russell K. Logston, Pastor 

 
(231) 326-5510        
empireumc@centurytel.net 
pastor_empireumc@centurytel.net  
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church                           
Website: empiremiumc.org 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
SUNDAYS 

10:00 AM Sunday school for children (during school year) 

  “Donuts & Dialogue” – adult conversations 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
9:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Russell 
10:00 AM Worship Team 

TUESDAYS 
9:30 AM  Tuesday Bible Study with Pastor Russell 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
10:00 AM Worship Team   
4:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
TO: 

 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“Growing in Christ, Reaching the Community, 

Reaching the World and Winning Souls for Christ” 

 

mailto:empireumc@centurytel.net

