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I was recently telling 

someone about Monument 

Rocks in Kansas. 

According to one website, 

“Also referred to as the 

Chalk Pyramids, the site 

was the first National 

Natural Landmark 

designated by the U.S. 

Department of Interior in 

1968.”   Actually the site is an interesting but 

short series of natural formations rising about 90 

feet off of the flat arid plains of Kansas; out in 

the middle of nowhere.  They are actually located 

on private land.   If you know what dirt road to 

approach it by it is not so hard to get to, but as a 

visitor one usually doesn’t know where to 

start.   Each time I found it a small challenge to 

locate.  The first time my brother and I were 

traveling out west and I saw the location on my 

map.  Out of pure curiosity I had him turn down 

a series of dirt roads until we found the 

pyramids.  I don’t think I told him exactly how far 

off road I was taking us, and the trip took longer 

than it should have because some of the 

indicated roads were fenced-off private drives 

through people’s fields.   

    The last time, I made the mistake of forgetting 

that I had my GPS set to avoid dirt roads.  That 

did not help my situation.  Also most men might 

even like this fact – there is no one around for 

one to stop and ask directions.  For an off-the-

main-road adventure I think the chalk pyramids 

are great.   

    Maybe in some ways life is a bit like such a 

trip.  The children of Israel traveled for forty 

years through the wilderness without a map and 

maybe without a road.  Jesus’ disciples traveled 

through the Holy Land often going from village to 

village.  At times they traveled to Jerusalem, but 

ultimately that trip became associated with their 

one last trip that led to the cross.   

    These images are not unlike life in 

general.  Sometimes we know that life has a 

destination, but we are not sure of the trip or 

when we are going to get there.  The end of the 

trip is hidden from us, so I guess for the most 

part we have to see life as an adventure.   

    What is going to happen when we take that 

road less traveled?  Is there really any other 

choice?   We may perceive a more comfortable 

direction, but perhaps to move forward will 

always take us down a less traveled 

road.  Ultimately our true destination is down the 

road we have yet to take.  If we are to move at 

all it has to be movement in a new direction, and 

down an untested and unknown path.   

    As July closes our summer speaker series 

comes to an end for this year.  If you attended 

one of the early services then I think you found a 

moment of excellent preaching and music. Our 

new effort created some new energy within our 

church.  That is often the way it works. 

    As we begin to follow our prescriptions for the 

Vital Church Initiative I am sure we are going to 

encounter more changes and unfamiliar 

roads.  We might even get a little lost, but this is 

the journey.  This is the road forward.  If we 

choose wisely and travel carefully then we will 

certainly find ourselves on a great adventure.  I 

think it will lead us and others closer to 

God.   We just have to be ready to see something 

new.  Handle life with prayer and trust in God’s 

grace for all things.  

    What new wonders of life and the church do 

you want to see in the future?  What are your 

dreams?  I think that it is good to get to new 

places. 
 

     Blessings and peace,  
  Pastor Russell 
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 

July 26, 2015 Meeting 
(Prior to Approval) 

Present:   Jan Lyon, Bill Lyon, Gerri Sorbie, Roy Pentilla, 
Jim Coombs, Gwen Denny, and Jeanette Daniel. 

Meeting opened at 11:45 a.m. with prayer by Pastor 
Russell.  Minutes of last meeting were accepted without any 
changes. 

Financial update:  We remain the retainers of the Food 
Pantry funds for now, but the Leelanau Christian Neighbors 
may be able to take over this responsibility.  A decision will be 
made shortly.   The audit will be done in August.  A 
stewardship campaign is needed.  Roy Pentilla made a motion 
to use maintenance endowment funds to replenish the 
foodbank account when needed.  Bill Lyon seconded.  All 
approved.  

A suggestion was made that it would be helpful if the 
Memorial Committee could record designated desires of the 
families for those remembered. 

Pastor’s report:  Church conference is Sept. 26 at Lake 
Ann UMC.  Photo directory is being completed.  A brochure 
for our church is something Life Touch offers and we feel 
would be a good resource for information about our church.  
We agreed we should go ahead and order these pamphlets at 
$100 for 500.  He has been working on establishing 
committees and the Education Committee is asking for ideas 
for children’s ministry as they brainstorm.  There has been a 
delay in setting up meetings with our VCI coach Mark as he 
has been very involved with his son’s illness.  A workshop 
with Mark is tentatively planned for Sept. 23.  It is time to 
begin Extravagant Generosity and a leader and teams are 
needed. A resource is THE STEWARDSHIP JOURNEY … 
available via www.stewardshipjourney.org.  A Worship 
Evaluation Team will be appointed to study the Mystery 
Guest Report.  At least two churches providing high quality 
worship will be visited and their vitality noted. 

Signage grant money is available and we are going ahead 
with plan to meet the requirement as the Bates Family has 
asked the memorial donations for Vi be used for the sign and 
will make up any lacking difference in the requirement to 
match the grant.   

Other Business:   A blood pressure cuff is needed for 
emergencies.  Jim Coombs agreed to purchase. 

Jim Coombs made a motion to adjourn at 12:50 p.m.   
 
           Jeanette Daniel, recording secretary 

For supporting the 
Glen and Ella 
Noonan Summer 
Speakers Series in 
July. 
To Pat Smith and Rod 
Meade for donating 
the use of their 

cottages for all our guest speakers during the month of July.  
Thanks and appreciation to those who hosted coffee hour, 
tended the nursery, provided special music, served as ushers 
and greeters, and the church staff for serving.   

Many persons went the extra mile in giving to help make 
the Glen and Ella Noonan Speaker Series a success.  I have 
received only positive comments regarding this adventure.  If 
you have any comments (negative or positive) please come 
forth so they might be a part of our evaluation.  Perhaps the 
biggest issue for determining the future of this project will be 
a financial one.   

Thank you all for your support,  Kay Coombs 
 

 
 
 
 

Ragtime Piano Concert 
& 

Ice Cream Social 
St.  Philip Neri Catholic Church 

August 2 at 7:00 PM 
Peter Bergin, music director, will present a one hour ragtime 
piano concert.  Come ready to tap your toes to the 
syncopated charms of this truly original American music.  
 A freewill donation will benefit the Prayer Blanket Ministry 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://savoyehairstudio.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/waves.png&imgrefurl=http://savoyehairstudio.com/beachy-waves-with-aveda/&h=222&w=600&tbnid=zo_4wHC58iS10M:&zoom=1&docid=ma2HZk6gfLEt2M&hl=en&ei=65COVei7BYSvogTQlI1I&tbm=isch&ved=0CIEBEDMoRTBF
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Jubilee House in TC 

Homeless 

Shelter 

Collection 
Year-round the need for 

seasonal clothing exists! 

Jackets, work pants, sweatshirts, hats, 

underwear, belts, men’s shorts and socks are 

greatly appreciated by the people who make use 

of the shelter. There is also a need for backpacks 

and sturdy big bags (such as those sold for $2 

at Michael’s and JoAnne Fabric – coupons could 

save you 40-50% off) in which to carry their 

belongings when the shelter is not open. Items 

can be placed in the SOX BOX (in the Fellowship 

Hall) at any time. Monetary donations are also 

welcome for house staples. THANK YOU for 

sharing!!! 

 
 
 

Annual Church Charge 

Conference at 

“HUB” Connection 
 
     The fall West Bay HUB Connection and church 
charge conference for Empire UMC is scheduled for 
Saturday, September 26 at Lake Ann United 
Methodist Church. 
     The schedule for the day includes lunch, an 
outreach ministry display, workshops, worship and 
the church charge conference. 
 More information to follow.   
Mark your calendar now and plan to attend. 
 
 
 
 

Welcome 
Nella Ann Stoddard 

 
Born July 27, 2015 at 8:56 AM, 
weighing 6lbs 7oz and 19” long.  

Proud parents and big sister are Chad & Heather 
Stoddard and Naomi.  
 

 

 
 

RED BIRD MISSION 
        “Red Bird Mission, guided by Jesus Christ, 

empowers individuals and advocates justice by 

providing spiritual, educational, health and 

community outreach ministries since 1921.” 

       Red Bird Mission was 

founded in 1921 to bring 

education and evangelical 

Christianity to the people in 

and around Beverly, Kentucky. 

Their many ministries include 

an emergency food bank, adult 

education and job training, 

craft marketing and summer 

youth programs. The people of 

Bell, Clay and Leslie counties 

are fairly remote and spread 

out from each other. Red Bird 

Mission serves as a 

clearinghouse for social services and education. 

They also house an outpatient clinic and run a 

school with kindergarten through 12th 
grade.                                                                
 

Your prayers for and financial assistance to Red 

Bird Mission are appreciated!                              

THANK YOU!!! 

 
 

 

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://childcarecenter.us/static/images/providers/7/941757/logo-rbbanner_spring.png&imgrefurl=http://childcarecenter.us/provider_detail/red_bird_mission_early_childhood_development_beverly_ky&h=120&w=505&tbnid=OPYn-GY7ZksefM:&docid=x9QyeJT9gaLh8M&hl=en&ei=eRG8Vf3GNInxoAT-67PIBA&tbm=isch&ved=0CCYQMygJMAlqFQoTCL3npo3PhscCFYk4iAod_vUMSQ
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Grand Traverse 
 District  - UMC 

Words from our District Superintendent 
CONNECT & ENCOURAGE & THRIVE 

But how can people call for help if they don’t know 
who to trust? And how can they know who to trust if 
they haven’t heard of the One who can be 
trusted?  And how can they hear if nobody tells 
them?  And how is anyone going to tell them unless 
someone is sent to do it?     Romans 10:14 (MSG) 
  
Words from our DS Anita Hahn 
“What I want” was performed by City Harmonic this last 
June in Orlando, Florida at YOUTH 2015! “I want to sing, 
sing and mean every word cause what I’m singing is ‘Joy 
to the world!’     
     So how are you singing, “Joy to the World!” 

At Annual Conference this year, Adam Hamilton 
challenged me to “share Christ” with words to everyone 
I meet!  I’d like to say that I have had God conversations 
in tons of places—but I have been more aware and 
taken advantage of opportunities that open themselves 
up to me. 
     Casting Crowns sings, “Let my lifesong sing to YOU!  I 
want to sing Your name to the end of this day knowing 
that my heart was true!” 
How did you live true to God, today—where did you 
share your faith story? 
Hallelujah!  It’s a good thing to sing praise to our God; 
praise is beautiful, praise is fitting.  God’s the one who 
rebuilds Jerusalem, who regathers Israel’s scattered 
exiles.  He heals the heartbroken and bandages their 
wounds. God counts the stars and assigns each a 
name.  Our Lord is great, with limitless strength; we’ll 
never comprehend what God knows and does.  God 
puts the fallen on their feet again and pushes the 
wicked into the ditch. Sing to God a thanksgiving hymn, 
play music on your instruments to God…Psalm 147:2-7 
MSG 

At YOUTH 2015 (4,800 youth, leaders and 
leadership this last June in Orlando, FL), my greatest JOY 
was hearing the youth talk about going to the UMW 
room.  I was so proud of our women and their choice in 
creating space with a live DJ, comfy couches and space 
for dancing and playing games.  They led workshops 
passionately about reaching the least and the lost and 
doing something to transform the lives of youth living 
both near and far. They addressed issues of poverty, 

cutting, and human trafficking—and allowed young men 
and women to see beautiful women role models who 
shared the gospel song and gave them a tune to use in 
their own spaces back home.  When was the last time 
you heard your youth say, “Let’s go hang with the 
United Methodist Women?”  I’ve never been so proud 
of a group positioning themselves to engage our young 
with a new tune that sounded the traditional cords of 
justice and hope and love!  They equipped our young to 
take their faith stories and energy to transform their 
communities back home. 

     Well Church, we are going to find ourselves in 
lots of places and spaces this summer—take heart and 
take courage and share your faith –yes through actions 
and whenever possible with words, let folks know that 
you act as you do because of an amazing Savior, Jesus! 
Grace and Peace, 

Anita K. Hahn 
 

More GT District News … 
FALL HUB EVENTS 

CONNECT, ENCOURAGE & THRIVE 
Create a display and get ready to share your 

OUTREACH stories! 

 
Welcome to New Pastors: 

Lyle Ball:    Baldwin Covenant Community/Chase-Barton 
Theresa Fairbanks:                     Crystal Valley/Walkerville 
Steve Young:                                                                      Hart 
John Murray:                                                              Kalkaska 
Howard Harvey:                                                        Kewadin 
Sandra VandenBrink:                    Kewadin Indian Mission 
John Scott:                                                                Manistee 
Everett Harpole:                   New Hope of Emmet County 
Terry Wildman:                           Northport Indian Mission 

  
2016 Projected Health Care Rate 
     The Conference Board of Pension and Health Benefits have 
approved a slight increase of 4.7% in the Projected Billing 
Rate to the churches for 2016.   This rate increase compares 
favorably to the prevailing increases in the market of close to 
10%.  We are blessed by a good year with lower medical 
claims and we are thankful for the work of the Board in 
making adjustments to the Plan.      The 2016 Blended Rate 
that will be billed to each Charge will be $18,849 annually 
($1,571 monthly) for every clergy participant. Clergy who are 
appointed half-time or more are mandated to participate 
with exception of those who opt out because they are 
covered under their spouse’s employer plan.    
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Why churches are poor 
At a recent clergy retreat I attended, we prayed a prayer 

that went something like this: “O Lord, keep us far from the 
riches of the world.” Each of us was sincere in our prayers. 

Later it occurred to me that God is indeed answering that 
prayer! Many churches find that money is their limiting 
factor. I’m going out on a limb here. But I don’t think it’s 
because these churches are full of poor people. It’s because 
they act poor. 

I don’t believe this is a theologically necessary state of 
affairs. 

Jesus had a trade. So did his disciples. His later apostles 
did as well. When Jesus and his disciples were traveling, they 
were richly supported by a network of women who financed 
their material needs. 

While the author of 1 Timothy 6:10 writes, “For the love 
of money is a root of all kinds of evil,” we sometimes act as 
though money itself is the root of evil. The truth is money is 
simply a tool through which we express our values. 

What if we were to pray that God direct the riches of the 
world to us and through us to bring about healing, 
reconciliation, justice and wholeness in our communities and 
world? I wonder what might happen then? 

We need a new consciousness around money — one that 
allows us to be honest about our needs and the unlimited 
God we serve. Money is not in short supply. But if we believe 
it is, we will act, and ask, accordingly. 

The most awkward moment in many church services 
comes when the offering plates are passed. Rarely is an 
inspirational invitation to give offered. Instead, code 
language, which only church insiders understand, may be 
used. Ushers themselves are often undertrained in actually 
passing plates to the people. Many a time I’ve wanted to put 
something in an offering plate but it never made it to me. It’s 
almost as if the ushers are apologetic about bringing the plate 
around. Music may play during the offering. But this offertory 
music is not connected with the offering of our financial gifts 
or our lives. Sometimes I wonder if its real function is to 
distract from the embarrassing matter of collecting money. 
Finally, people stand while the doxology is sung. 

Money makes the world go ’round. And churches need it 
as much if not more than other organizations. We have holy 
business to attend to: acts of justice, works of mercy, support 
of denominational initiatives, paying the salary and benefits 
of leaders, mortgages, heat, light, etc. 

So why these mixed messages about money? Why 
awkward silences and the lack of clear direction or invitation? 
The truth is, many people want to express their gratitude to 
God, yet they don’t participate in the offering. 

Here are five reasons why: 
1. We don’t ask them to give. Yes, this may allow us to 

avoid awkward moments that make it seem like the church is 
“all about money.” But we also sidestep teaching moments, 
miss the opportunity for spiritual formation of lifelong givers 

and don’t give people a way to express their gratitude. 
Worse, we hinder spiritual growth. 

2. We ask them to give to the budget, but not to 
mission or ministry. Thus they don’t connect their giving with 
transformational activity. Don’t highlight the building or 
leadership salaries. Instead, highlight what buildings and 
salaries make possible! 

3. We don’t ask for enough. Have you ever noticed that 
some people are only deeply motivated to give when 
challenged? If the “ask” isn’t big enough, they won’t bother 
giving. Are you asking for enough to get the attention of 
these givers? If not, you are blocking their spiritual growth, 
and the church’s ministry. 

4. We have lost our vision for ministry and our passion 
for mission. They can tell the church is in maintenance mode 
or a downward spiral. In one church I served, we redirected 
“the Pennies from Heaven” offering from paying off the 
mortgage to specific missional opportunities. Giving 
increased dramatically. Same people. Bigger offerings. They 
were jazzed by the vision and passion. 

5. We don’t ask God to fully, richly, lavishly fund our 
ministries. Again, it’s that awkward relationship with money. 
And with vision. 

We have not because we ask not. It’s time to start asking: 
inspirationally, invitationally, intentionally. Stop making 
excuses for why our churches are poor. Instead, it’s time to 
open ourselves to all the gifts God wants to bless us with. 
Acting poor won’t get it done. 

 
Rebekah Simon-Peter blogs at rebekahsimonpeter.com. She 
is the author of "The Jew Named Jesus" and "Green Church."  
(MinistryMatters.com) 

 
 

 

http://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/5879/mixed-messages-about-money
http://www.rebekahsimonpeter.com/mixed-messages-about-money/
http://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/5695/the-secret-reason-why-good-churches-die
http://www.rebekahsimonpeter.com/blog/
http://www.ministrymatters.com/product/9781426760488
http://www.ministrymatters.com/product/9781426702921
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SMALL GROUP 
STUDIES 

 

 
Monday Morning 
Men’s Group @ 9:15 AM 
Following the Lectionary and led by Pastor Russell, this group 
studies the scriptures to be used for worship service on the 
coming Sunday.    
 

Tuesday Morning Group 
Study @ 9:30 AM 
What do you think are the 10 greatest prayers 
of the Bible? 
 Rev. Benjamin Reynolds wrote a small book, titled, 
“The Ten Greatest Prayers of the Bible.”  You can find it on 
Amazon.com.  Rev. Reynolds comes from an apostolic 
background, and he is attempting to help us learn about 
prayer by looking at great prayers within the Bible. 
 Why would a prayer be a great prayer and what can 
we learn about the person who prays?  What can prayer do 
for your life and how can it change you and the world around 
you? 
 I invite you to join me in this study.  Let us spend 
time being intentional about strengthening our life of prayer 

together.   Pastor Russell 

 
 

Thursday  
Bible Study @ 4:00 PM 
Professor Ehrman’s study examines the historical details of 
Jesus’ life and the development of the church’s under-
standing of Jesus as the divine Son of God.  What does it 
mean to speak about Jesus as being divine, and how did the 
early Christians arrive at this under-standing?  This study 
looks at early ideas concerning humanity and divinity and the 
differing views that were held by early believers, as well as 
how the church eventually determined what beliefs should be 
passed on to us. 

Everyone welcome!!! 

MONTHLY CALENDAR 

 
1ST Sunday of every month: 

 Holy Communion 

 Empire Area Food Pantry Collection 
Donations of canned and packaged food are collected for the Empire 
Food Pantry.  The pantry is always in need of volunteers.  Please see 
Pastor Brenda, Jan Fulton, or Gwen Denny for more information. 
 

4th Sunday of every month:  
Administrative Council meeting after worship – all are 

invited to participate 
 

Last Sunday of every Month:  
Loud Offering – to help a wide variety of charities and the 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for people in need). 
 

AUGUST  USHERS: 
08.02  J Gardner  
 B Norris  
08.09  B Alton   
 J Dorsey 
08.16  P Mallory J Sorbie 
08.23  J Fowler  B Lyon 
08.30 P Mallory           D Davis 
 

AUGUST  Counters: 
08.02 B Lyon   S Mallory   
08.09 B Foged   S Palmer    
08.16 M Johnson G Sorbie              
08.23 K Coombs R Merillat 
08.30 R Meade K Wilcox        
 

AUGUST  
Nursery Care: 
08.02 J Lyon 
08.09 L Norris 
08.16 A Pelham 
08.23 J Daniel 
08.30 B Foged 
 

AUGUST READERS 
08.02 S Giammalva 
08.09 M Goodrick 
08.16 S Flack 
08.23 B Alton 
08.30 ____________ 
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Why is worship 
important 
  By Jim Hawkins   (MinistryMatters.com) 

 
The heart of worship 

Worship is so integral to the life of the church that when 
we say we are “going to church,” what we most often mean is 
that we will be attending a worship service.  Worship is 
mentioned in Scripture, from the first book (the difference 
between how Cain and Abel worshipped God in Genesis 4, 
Noah and his family worshipping after the Flood in Genesis 
8:20-22, and more) to the last book, where much of 
Revelation is a vision of heavenly worship. Clearly worship is 
important. But what is worship? 

Worship includes proclamation of God’s Word, yet 
worship is more than Scripture lessons and a sermon. For 
some people, music is their favorite element of worship; yet 
even for music lovers, worship is more than a collection of 
songs. We pray during worship, yet worship is more than 
prayer. People need to gather for worship to happen, yet 
worship is much more than just a meeting.  Clearly worship is 
more than the sum of its parts. 

“The heart of worship, at least for Jews and Christians, is 
the celebration of God,” wrote John E. Burkhart in his book 
“Worship.” “True celebration of God is quite festive, 
sometimes almost playful, and conspicuous in its gladness as 
it takes delight in what God is about … Such worship 
celebrates God, the God known by prophets, psalmists, and 
apostles, and by multitudes of Jews and Christians, for whom 
worship is not a duty but a privilege, not a burden but a 
delight. Worship gladly celebrates the God whose character is 
caring and sharing, the God who is indecorously gracious.” 

Crucial for faith 
People of faith have realized for millennia that in 

worship, we remember who God is and who we are to be as 

God’s people. Worship was crucial to the first Christians. The 
Acts of the Apostles describes the early days of the church 
this way: “The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching, to the community, to their shared meals, and to 
their prayers. A sense of awe came over everyone.  God 
performed many wonders and signs through the apostles.  All 
the believers were united and shared everything.  They would 
sell pieces of property and possessions and distribute the 
proceeds to everyone who needed them.  Every day, they 
met together in the temple and ate in their homes.  They 
shared food with gladness and simplicity.  They praised God 
and demonstrated God’s goodness to everyone.  The Lord 
added daily to the community those who were being saved” 
(Acts 2:42-47). 

This passage describes an amazingly vibrant community 
life, including worship.  They met together every day in the 
Temple for worship, and most likely their home gatherings 
were not only shared meals but also a home-based worship 
service that included celebrating Holy Communion.  They 
were following Jesus’ direction during the Last Supper to 
share the bread and the cup “in remembrance of me” (Luke 
22:14-20).  The apostles understood the importance of 
worship for each individual believer and for the nascent 
community.  It was together as a worshipping, praying, 
sharing, learning, serving community that they were able to 
continue the work of Jesus Christ. 

John Wesley also believed that worship was crucial to the 
Christian life.  Wesley was concerned that people grow 
spiritually.  He wanted Methodists “to evidence their desire 
of salvation” by keeping the General Rules, three easy-to-
remember guidelines for the Christian life:  (1) Do no harm. 
(2) Do good.  (3) Attend upon all the ordinances of God. 
These ordinances of God are also known as means of grace or 
spiritual disciplines, practices that help us to grow spiritually. 
Wesley understood these means of grace to include “the 
public worship of God; the ministry of the Word, either read 
or expounded; the Supper of the Lord; family and private 
prayer; searching the Scriptures; [and] fasting or abstinence.” 
Wesley understood that worship, including participating in 
Holy Communion, is vital for spiritual growth. 

One example 
When I served as a pastor, I generally started planning 

worship months in advance.  In some churches, I worked with 
a team to design worship services, while in others I designed 
alone.  I found planning that far ahead allowed time for ideas 
to generate and kept me from simply drifting to a passing 
interest. 

On a few occasions, events changed my plans at the last 
minute. The death of a teenage member in a car accident 
shifted worship plans in one church.  And the terrorist attacks 
on September 11, 2001, radically changed the worship design 
for the following Sunday.  I had a sense that members of the 
church were thirsting for some way to understand the events 
that were shaking our world, and that most likely others in  

 
               (Continued on next page) 
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Why is worship important … 
 (continued from previous page) 

 the community who rarely attend a worship service might 
come.  I wanted to be sure that we would remember who 
God is and who we are to be as God’s people in light of what 
was happening. 

So I scrapped the planned worship design. We sang 
hymns reminding us that God loves our nation and all the 
world: “God of the Ages,” including the words asking God to 
“lead us from night to never-ending day; / fill all our lives with 
love and grace divine”; “America the Beautiful,” with the 
final stanza’s words “O beautiful for patriot dream that sees 
beyond the years / thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by 
human tears”; and “This Is My Song,” which calls for Christ to 
be lifted up and for hearts to be united and concludes with 
the words “O hear my prayer, thou God of all the nations, / 
myself I give thee; let thy will be done.” At the end of the 
worship service, we joined in singing “Let There Be Peace on 
Earth.” 

We prayed. At the beginning of the worship service, we 
joined in a prayer I wrote using images from the hymns: “O 
God of the ages, we come here today with heavy hearts, for 
we have witnessed evil this past week. We are torn by anger, 
fear, sorrow, hatred, compassion, and hope. O Lord of all the 
nations, remind us that goodness is stronger than evil, love is 
stronger than hate, light is stronger than darkness, and life is 
stronger than death. Strengthen us to trust in you and to live 
as your people. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, the 
Prince of Peace.” At the end of the worship service, we united 
our voices in the Prayer of Saint Francis. 

And I preached. Near the beginning of the sermon, I said, 
“We have all asked ourselves so many questions since we first 
heard the news: How could something like this happen?  Who 
would do something so horrific?  Why would anyone do this? 
How do we respond to this evil?  That last question — how do 
we respond to evil — strikes at the heart of who we are.”  I 
mentioned that our natural tendency is to respond in one of 
two ways: either to give in or to seek revenge.  I then lifted up 
a third way to respond to evil: the way of Jesus.  I said, “Jesus 
fought evil, but not by using the tactics of evil.  Instead, he 
lived a profoundly different kind of life.”  Jesus fed the 
hungry, forgave those who betrayed him, loved his enemies 
and was a peacemaker.  I reminded people that the way to 
defeat evil is to live as followers of Jesus Christ. 

Did that worship service on September 16 remind 
everyone present who God is and who we are to be as God’s 
people? I don’t know for sure.  But I do know it reminded me. 
Worshipping with brothers and sisters in Christ that Sunday 
was what I needed during that confusing time. 

The focus of worship is God.  Yet worship also affects us. 
Worship has the ability both to inform us and transform us. 
When we worship, we remember who God is and who we are 
to be as God’s people. One of the blessings at the end of 
worship suggested in The United Methodist Hymnal states, 
“Go forth in peace. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 

love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.” May it be so. 

 

 
 
 

Men’s 
Breakfast    
 
 
 
 

Saturday,  
August 8  

 
2nd 

Saturday  
of every month 

8:30 AM   
 

Fellowship Hall  
 

Bring a friend (or 2 or 3)!  
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School Kits 
For the 2015-16 school year, there may be children in 
our local school system that need help with supplies.  
A table for collecting school items (suggested items 
listed below) will be set up in fellowship hall.  
 Let’s set a goal of 15 kits; more is always good!     
   The Mission Team  
 

 
School Kit Materials 

   1 pair blunt scissors (Rounded tip only); No plastic scissors, 
please. 
   3 pads of paper - Spiral- or top-bound pads; 150 sheets or 
less of loose-leaf paper can be substituted for 1 pad; 
Combination of spiral, top-bound, side-bound, or loose-leaf 
paper is acceptable; No composition books, please. 
   1 hand-held pencil sharpener (Must be at least 1 inch long; 
Remove from packaging. 
   1 30-centimeter ruler - Hard or flexible; 
Cartoon characters are acceptable; No advertisements 
please. 
   6 unsharpened pencils (No advertisements, religious, 
patriotic, military, or camouflage symbols, please; 
Cartoon characters are acceptable. 
   1 2-inch or larger-size eraser (No advertisements, religious, 
patriotic, military, or camouflage symbols, please); Cartoon 
characters are acceptable. 
   1 24-count box of crayons - Only 24-count boxes, please. 

   1 14x16 inch cloth bag - Homemade or purchased bags are 
both acceptable; Heavy-duty fabric only, such as denim, 
corduroy, drapery fabric, etc.; No advertisements, religious, 
patriotic, military, or camouflage symbols, please;  Closures 
are optional but must be buttons, snaps, or Velcro sewn in 
middle of opening, if used. 
 

Assembly Directions 
Place all loose items on top of paper. Turn items sideways 
and slide into the cloth bag. Fold over the top of the bag so 
loose items don’t fall out. 
Important Note: All items must be new. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We are called to be an honor to God’s glory … 
Ephesians 1:12a CEB 

 
 

  

 

United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) provides this information for school 
kits that are sent to countries around the 
world.  
 School Kit Value: $11 per kit 
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131 Years in Empire 
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The Beacon is published monthly by the Empire United Methodist 
Church.  Mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street, 
Empire, MI 49630.  Information and items for publication must be 
received at the church office by the 3

rd
 Wednesday of each month. If 

your email address changes please contact the church office.  Thank 
you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
PO Box 261 - 10050 Michigan Street 
Empire, MI  49630 
(231) 326-5510 
empireumc@centurytel.net 
pastor_empireumc@centurytel.net 
www:empiremiumc.org 
Like us at:   
          Facebook.com/EmpireUnitedMethodistChurch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
SUNDAYS 

10:30 AM Worship Service 
10:40 AM Sunday School for Children 
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
9:15 AM  Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Russell 

TUESDAYS 
9:30 AM  Tuesday Bible Study with Pastor Russell 
7:00 PM  Choir rehearsal 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
10:00 AM Worship Team   
4:00 PM  Bible Study with Rev Kay Coombs 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TO: 
 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“Growing in Christ, Reaching the Community, 

Reaching the World and Winning Souls for Christ” 

 

mailto:empireumc@centurytel.net

