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The  
Beacon 

 

  
This June 

will be 30 years 
since I was ordained 
as a deacon in the 
United Methodist 
Church.  At that 
time, it was 
ordinary for 
ministers seeking 
ordination as an 
Elder in the church 

to first become a deacon and a preparatory member of the 
conference.  That was the path that led to being fully 
ordained within our church.  Today our understanding of 
being a deacon is different.   

 When I first decided to pursue a calling to ministry, I 
had just graduated from West Virginia University with my 
bachelor’s degree in geology.  It was at that point that I 
paused in life to survey my direction and desires.  My sense 
of calling is rooted within the revelation of Jesus Christ within 
my life.  I have always judged the things that are eternal of 
greater value.  I felt that the greater achievements of life are 
those found within sharing with others, and working for the 
enduring truths that cannot always be seen.  For me a faith-
based life has been what is most significant.  No matter what 
we do or accomplish we never will completely manifest God’s 
kingdom upon this earth, but that presence is able to grow 
within us more and more, day by day.  I believe knowing and 
living that reality is the greater quest.   

We are called toward a kingdom and not a kingship.   
I think people often miss this point.  Often people want to 
build ministries, and lives for that matter, that are measured 
by wealth or numbers.  Like the disciple were at first, we run 
the risk of wanting to be the greatest and wear a crown.  

 Thirty years ago I sat and weighed the eternal truths 
of life against what I knew of the world, and concluded a little 

like Paul, Romans 8:18  “18
 I consider that the sufferings of 

this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
about to be revealed to us.”  I felt compelled to seek out that 
higher calling, even though I knew little of where the road 
would lead.  I felt convinced that this was the right choice for 
my life.   

 Now somewhere along the way my grandfather 
figured out what I was thinking.  I am not sure if I told him  
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anything or if he just asked me about the idea of being a 
minister.  He mentioned the idea to our pastor, Rev. 
Grandstaff at the Glen Dale United Methodist Church, who 
asked me about it.   As I began to explore this question our 
district superintendent called me and asked if I would be 
interested in pastoring four small churches out in the rural 
areas of Marshall County, West Virginia.  I promptly said, I 
don’t think so, but the question came back around and I 
accepted the work, largely because school cost money and I 
didn’t have much.   I became the pastor of four small 
churches, serving as a district superintendent’s assignment, 
without so much as a lay speaker’s certificate.  My mom often 
typed the stencils for the mimeograph machine to produce 
the bulletins.  I learned how the machine worked, and often 
my grandmother, in her meticulous German fashion, folded 
each bulletin with an exact crease down the middle.   
Probably no one knew they helped.   It was about two years 
after that point that I was first ordained.  Thus began the road 
that apparently leads to Empire, Michigan.   

 Having at least related to churches from McDowell 
County, West Virginia (one of the poorest counties in the 
most southern part of the state) to Paradise, Michigan (take 
another step and you are in Lake Superior) I can say that I 
have seen a lot of different venues that speak about who we 
are as United Methodists.  I have seen many churches that 
are struggling and today a few of them have already gone 
silent and are no longer open.   I have met a number of 
people who with their lives were the better preacher; telling 
about nothing but the grace of God.  The voices of some and 
the music of others still enrich my memories.   I have fought 
with some churches and been at peace with others.  Largely I 
have found myself at odds with some because I have believed 
they were heading in the wrong direction; down an ever 
widening course of decline, and I couldn’t travel that way or 
get them to turn back around.  

Jesus once said, Matthew 7:13-14  “13  Enter through 

the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road is easy that 
leads to destruction, and there are many who take it. 

14 
 For 

the gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and 
there are few who find it.” In simple speak, this means we 
must really consider the choices we make.  The easy way may 
not be the best way. 

(continued on next page) 
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(From the Pastor continued) 
Really we are well past the ability to look at our 

church and not recognize a problem as seen within our 
declining membership. 

 We read in Revelation 2:2-4  “3  I also know that you 

are enduring patiently and bearing up for the sake of my 
name, and that you have not grown weary. 

4 
 But I have this 

against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at 
first.” Often within ministry or marriage I have found value in 
returning back to that which ignited the hope and feelings 
that I have had and I have never been disappointed.  Faith, 
hope, and love truly remain.   As a person and as a people 
returning back to our first love is a significant strength.  To 
speak plainly, we need to un-muddle the revelation of Jesus 
Christ from the politics of the day.  For the church to be 
strong we need to focus on that which is eternal over that 
which is temporal.  We need to be about the kingdom and 
less about a kingship.   In some ways faith isn’t meant to be 
lived in a complicated fashion.  I was taught the truth when I 
was handed my first Bible in the third grade.  I had to 

memorize and recite this verse, Mark 12:30-31 “30  you shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” And 

Jesus continued “
31 

 The second is this, 'You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment 
greater than these."  I say do these things without being a 
“scribe or Pharisee” and you shall live.   

We never know where the road will take us, but the 
Lord still walks the highways and byways of life.   We will 
always find him on the way.  Journey well! 

 

Blessings and peace, 
Pastor Russell 

 

 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL  
 
 

 
 

Adopt – A - Pew 
We are half-way there!   
An Adopt-A-Pew donation of $118/pew -- or any 
amount contributed -- for materials and labor will 
significantly help our maintenance budget. Thank 
you for your support.  

 
Rev. Russell Logston 

30 Years of Ordained Ministry 
 

Sunday, June 5 
 

Worship Service:  10:30 AM 
 

OPEN HOUSE 
12 Noon – 2:00 PM 

Light Lunch Served 
Fellowship Hall 

Empire United Methodist Church 
RSVP:  1.231.326.5510 (Church Office) 

 

 

“It’s A Cool 
       Life” 

 
Dinner 
Theater  

June 3-4 
 

The Really Not Ready for Prime 
Time Players  will present “It’s A Cool Life” on Friday 
and Saturday, June 3 & 4—6:30 
PM at Empire UMC.  

 Get your tickets now!  
Tickets are going fast.  Seating is 
limited to 60 seats for each 
night.  Call the box office 
(church) 326-5510 for tickets 
and information.   

Our Vision Statement:  Be a Companion in Faith to All,  
                      That Jesus Christ May Live in All. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 
MEETING -- MAY 22, 2016  

 
PRESENT:  Pastor Russell, Jan Lyon, 
Bill Lyon, Sandy Mallory,   Sue 
Palmer, Gerri Sorbie, Jeanette 
Daniel, Meredith Goodrick, Roy 
Pentilla, Pat Smith 
 
Pastor Russell opened the 

meeting with prayer. 
Minutes of last month’s Ad Board meeting were approved. 
 
FINANCIAL:  Gerri and Roy presented up-to-date budget 
figures and we are maintaining budget expenditures.  
Consensus was reached to make monthly ministry share 
payments.  

TRUSTEES:  Sue asked for volunteers to paint trim in 
fellowship hall; paint west entry walls, south entry walls and 
Narthex (front lobby).  Paint has been purchased.  Application  

for a village sign permit was denied; the appeal will go before 
the Village Board of Appeals on June 13.  Members of the 
congregation are encouraged to attend. 
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Will be attending Annual Conference 
June 9-13, vacation 6/26-7/2; July 9:30 AM Worship – “Grains 
of Sand” - 5 speakers in place, special music planned.  
Blended worship service at 10:30 AM. 
 
COMPASSIONATE CARE TEAM:  Need volunteers to supply 
some meals.  JoAnne is sending cards out to home bound, 
assisted living and hospitalized members. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

 Pastor recommended an all-church meeting to 
establish VCI work yet to be accomplished.  Date set 
for Monday, June 20 at 6:30 PM.   

 Re-assess holding Yard Sale in 2017 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:05 PM. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeanette Daniel, recording secretary 

 

 

Summer Speaker 
Series in July 

The Glen and Ella Noonan 
Speaker Series 

Community Worship Services  
 
     The Second Annual Summer Speakers series at 
Empire United Methodist Church, coordinated by Kay 
Coombs, will be presented in July.  “Grains of Sand” will 
be presented at the 9:00 a.m. worship services. 
 
Speakers for the interfaith services are: 
July 3  Dr. Jack Harnish 
July 10  Rev. Faith Fowler 
July 17   Rev. Bill  Uetricht 
July 24  Professor Carol Bechtel 
July 31  Rev. Stanley Mast 
A series on God’s promises and how faith yields 
blessings. 
 
     To insure success, your support is needed.  Please 
contact Kay at 326-5852 for more information and ways 
in which you can assist (financially, preparing coffee 
hour, providing nursery care).  Your prayers and 
assistance are vital! 

 
 

Jubilee House 

Homeless Shelter 
Collection  (“SOX BOX”) 

Year round the need for seasonal clothing 

exists! Jackets, work pants, sweatshirts, 
hats,  underwear, belts, men’s shorts, and 
sox are greatly appreciated by the people 

who make use of the shelter. Backpacks or 
sturdy big bags in which to carry their 

belongings when the shelter is not open are 
blessings. Items can be placed in the SOX 
BOX (in the Fellowship Hall) at any time. Rod 

Meade delivers the items to the shelter 
where they are dispersed. Monetary 

donations are also welcome for shelter 
staples.     THANK YOU for sharing!!! 
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
General Conference 2016 
wrap-up: Farewell, Portland. 

By Joey Butler* 
     Believe it or not, General Conference 2016 spent more than twice 
as much time debating a Rule of Order than the hot topic of human 
sexuality. After almost three days of considering an alternative 
method for discussing legislation, The United Methodist Church’s 
top legislative body referred its most difficult subject – sexuality — 
to a study commission and moved on to other matters. 
     A move to adjourn at 6:30 every night meant no late-night 
sessions and hopefully healthier, less stressed attendees. During 10 
days in Portland, delegates passed an increased budget, celebrated a 
number of church milestones and voted to create a new version of 
the hymnal. 

Delegates vote ‘no’ on 44 

     The first three days of General Conference offered a live 
demonstration of just how difficult following its rules of order can 

be as delegates wavered back and forth on using Rule 44, a 
proposed group-discernment process to deal with particularly 
complicated and contentious legislation such as sexuality. 
Ultimately, they voted against it. 
     The Commission on General Conference recommended Rule 44 at 
the request of the 2012 General Conference, which sought an 
alternative process to Robert’s Rules of Order for certain topics. 

Cold shower for sexuality debate 

     Late afternoon May 18, delegates voted to accept the 
recommendation of the Council of Bishops to delay a debate on 

homosexuality at this gathering of the denomination’s top legislative 
assembly and let a proposed commission study church regulations. 
     “We accept our role as spiritual leaders to lead The United 
Methodist Church in a ‘pause for prayer’ — to step back from 
attempts at legislative solutions and to intentionally seek God's will 
for the future,” said Council of Bishops president Bishop Bruce Ough 
in announcing the recommendation. 
     The announcement came after news on social media that bishops 
had been meeting with large-church pastors and representatives of 
special-interest groups to discuss possible resolutions to the debate. 
     Delegates on both sides have mixed emotions to the decision to 

refer. The bishops’ proposal defused some of the tension, though 
advocates for change held a handful of demonstrations that were 
largely not disruptive. 
     The bishops suggested they might call a special General 
Conference in 2018 or 2019 to deal with such proposals, Ough 
said. Questions about that cost caused a blip during the May 19 
afternoon plenary session. 
     However, the denomination’s top finance executive offers 
assurance that the church can pay for the bishops’ plan without 
altering the 2017-20 general church budget. 
     The finance agency estimates a special General Conference 
session would cost $3.39 million for two days and $4.12 million for 
three days. To offset the cost, Moses Kumar recommends 
shortening the 2020 General Conference by the number of days 
used for any special General Conference session. 

Budget passes with slight increase 

     General Conference delegates on May 20 approved a general 

church budget of $604 million for 2017-2020, a slight increase over 

the $603.1 million approved at the 2012 General Conference. It’s also 

an increase over the $599 million budget proposed to the 2016 

General Conference delegates, which would have been The United 
Methodist Church’s lowest in 16 years. 

Oppose mascots that demean Native Americans 

     Delegates overwhelmingly approved a resolution calling on 
United Methodist agencies to raise awareness about the harm 
caused by sports teams that use mascots or symbols that disrespect 

Native Americans. The Discipleship Committee amended the 
petition, deleting language that would have called on United 
Methodist groups not to have meetings in cities that have sports 
teams with such mascots or symbols, which previous church 
resolutions contained. 

Sand Creek Massacre recalled, lamented 

     Concerns about legislation were set aside as delegates focused 

instead on a historic tragedy with deep Methodist involvement. The 
1864 Sand Creek Massacre was the subject, and speakers included a 
historian and descendants of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Indian 
survivors of the attack. 
     Mountain Sky Area Bishop Elaine J.W. Stanovsky had joined the 
descendants in planning the event, the latest effort yet by The 
United Methodist Church to atone for the Sand Creek Massacre. 
“We’re here to listen and to tell the truth,” Stanovsky told delegates. 

Judicial Council decisions  

     Imposing a mandatory penalty during the “just resolution” 
process for a clergyperson admitting to committing a chargeable 
offense is unconstitutional, The United Methodist Church’s top court 

has ruled. A just resolution “can be an alternative way of handling 
chargeable offenses,” but the call “for a specific penalty in creating a 
just resolution is also unconstitutional as it denies the clergyperson 
the specific right to trial and appeal,” the council’s decision stated. 
     The United Methodist Judicial Council May 19 ruled a proposed 
establishment of a United Methodist “Standing Committee on 
Strategy and Growth” funded by $20 million taken from 
denominational coffers was unconstitutional. The court’s decision 
noted that the amended petition did not include how the 
committee’s membership “is to be determined nor how the $20 
million is to be spent,” adding that such a committee also “cannot 
dictate the duties, functions or responsibilities of the general 
agencies.”  
     In a May 9 ruling, the Judicial Council declared that Plan UMC 
Revised, one of the proposed plans to realign the structure of The 
United Methodist Church, “contains components that fail the test of 
constitutionality and components that are, as stated, entirely 
constitutional.” Some of the constitutionality concerns were over 
issues of authority. Plan UMC Revised would have given new  
authority and power to the Connectional Table, a church 
coordinating body; realigned the general agencies and eliminated  
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GC2016 wrap-up: Farewell, Portland. (continued) 

three commissions. Another potential problem was how Plan UMC 
Revised would have assigned “monitoring and reviewing” 
responsibility to the Connectional Table, since the constitution gives 
“general oversight” to the Council of Bishops. 

Stirring worship 

     As the only time the entire global church is together every 
quadrennium, General Conference always features festive and 
moving worship services. The opening worship service began with a 
drum welcome from indigenous peoples of the Pacific Northwest 
and a cacophony of “alleluias” in many languages. 
     Every worship service featured sermons by United Methodist 
bishops, and a running theme for the event was to stay humble, 
serve others and be the church that Christ wants us to be. Chicago 
Area Bishop Sally Dyck urged United Methodists to do as Pope 
Francis said, Go; learn mercy. Sierra Leone Area Bishop John K. 
Yambasu issued a challenge “to dismantle the demons of all sorts of 
inequalities in our world.” Bishop Ivan M. Abrahams, top executive 
of the World Methodist Council, reminded delegates that Methodism 
was founded on a commitment to those on the margins.      
“Conference,” he asked, “is this still true for us today?” On the last 
day, Bishop Elaine Stanovsky reminded those attending that “we will 

not leave divided because God is not finished with us yet!” 

Presentations, celebrations  

     General Conference 2016 celebrated a few notable milestones. 
They included the 60

th
 anniversary of the Methodist Church granting 

full clergy rights to women, the 200
th

 anniversary of Francis 

Asbury’s death, the 250
th

 anniversary of John Street Church in New 
York City, the 30

th
 anniversary of DISCIPLE Bible Study, the upcoming 

25th anniversary of Africa University and a whole day dedicated to 

United Methodist Women, which will soon turn 150. 
     The May 18 morning session celebrated the Imagine No Malaria 

initiative launched in 2008. The 12-minute celebration debuted 

“Able,”  a song commissioned by Imagine No Malaria as a gift to 
United Methodists across the globe. Jeremy Rosado, a Top 12 
contestant on “American Idol,” performed the song for more than 
1,000 people attending the event. 
     General Conference turned May 19 to a presentation and video 
on the Korean War and on efforts, including by United Methodists, 
to bring about peace and reconciliation on the Korean peninsula. 
Bishop Minerva Carcaño, presiding over the afternoon session, 
highlighted the small wooden Korean “peace crosses” that have 
been part of this General Conference, noting that they were made in 
the part of Korea where Wisconsin Area Bishop Hee-Soo Jung is 
from. 
     United Methodists forged new relationships with the Moravian 
Church and the Uniting Church in Sweden as they 
marked Ecumenical Day on May 17. The United Methodist Church 
has approved a “full communion” agreement with the northern and 
southern provinces of the Moravian Church in North America that 
recognizes each other’s ministries and encourages witness and 
mission work together. 
     The 2016 General Conference marks the 40th anniversary of 
members of the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference being 

granted voting rights in the top legislative assembly of The United 
Methodist Church. Although recognized as a conference by the 1972 
General Conference, Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference had 

voice but no vote until the 1976 General Conference, which also met 
in Portland. 

New hymnal project gets green light 

     The United Methodist Church is on track to get its first new 

, and this one will be Internet-cloud based and hymnal since 1989

print-on-demand — the first high-tech hymnal for a mainline 
denomination. General Conference 2016 approved on a consent 

calendar May 17 a petition authorizing the creation of a 15-member 
Hymnal Revision Committee. 

Central Conference issues 

     Africa will get five more United Methodist bishops, but not before 
2020. On May 16, delegates narrowly defeated an effort to add two 
bishops immediately, in Nigeria and in Zimbabwe. Instead, they 
favored the recommendation of the Standing Committee on Central 

Conference Matters to add five bishops after General Conference 
2020. 
     Delegates approved a petition to create new provisional central 
conferences in Rwanda and Southeast Asia/Mongolia. 
During budget deliberations, delegates voted to add $5 million to 
double to $10 million the denomination’s Central Conference 

Theological Education Fund, which supports United Methodist 
schools, pastors and pastors-in-training in Africa, Asia and Europe. 
For the first time, a member from outside the United States has 
been elected president of the Judicial Council. N. Oswald Tweh Sr., a 
lay member from Liberia, will lead the denomination’s top court for 

2016-20. 
     As Africa University approaches its 25th anniversary, delegates 
took a few moments May 16 to celebrate one of the denomination's 
high points. “The university matters because a relevant and holistic 
education generates a living legacy that changes everything,” said 
Munashe Furusa, vice chancellor. “You and The United Methodist  
Church have answered a call to witness through this transforming 
ministry.” 
     A small group of Lumads — indigenous people of Southern 
Philippines who have been the target of cruelty for decades —  
attended General Conference and were featured in a video about 
their plight. 

Quick hits 

     There were a few initial bugs to work through with the new 

electronic queuing system, and delegates had to go “old school” a 
few times by waving old-fashioned placards to get the presiding 
bishop’s attention, but the system was overall a success. 
When you are a bishop, you’re a bishop all the way – at least in the 
U.S. Term limits for United Methodist bishops got strong support in a 
May 17 vote at General Conference 2016, but fell short of the two-
thirds majority needed to change the church constitution, 482 in 
favor of term limits to 332 opposed. Some bishops outside the 
United States are already subject to term limits. 
     Several petitions of interest to Hispanic-Latino United Methodists 
were passed. They included a resolution against the U.S. embargo of 
Cuba; requests for government support for people in the Puerto 
Rican island of Vieques who suffer from chemical pollution and a 
high rate of cancer that has been attributed to the U.S. Navy’s  
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GC2016 wrap-up: Farewell, Portland. (continued) 

former use of the island as a bombing range; approval of a new 
strategy to work with Latin American autonomous churches; and a 
request for the liberation of Oscar López Rivera, a Puerto Rican 
nationalist and the longest-serving political prisoner in the Western 
Hemisphere, convicted in the United States in 1981 for  “seditious 
conspiracy.” 
     A petition to withdraw denominational general agency 

membership from the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice 
was passed, as was a second petition to remove language supporting 
the coalition from the Book of Resolutions. The United Methodist 
Church was a founding member of the organization in 1973, and the 
United Methodist Board of Church and Society and United 
Methodist Women are currently members.  
     An amendment offered on May 20 during a General Conference 
debate on socially responsible investing that sought to divest from 
illegal settlements on occupied lands failed 559-167. But delegates 
adopted a petition on behalf of a Palestinian village, Wadi Foquin. 
Delegates chose not to add a fossil fuels investment screen for the 
United Methodist Board of Pension and Health Benefits. 
     One Great Hour of Sharing will now be known as UMCOR Sunday. 
Offerings for the special Sunday, observed annually on the fourth 
Sunday of Lent, cover the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s 
overhead. Two other special Sundays, Women’s Ministry Sunday 
and Volunteer in Mission Awareness Sunday — both without 
offering — were approved as well. 
     On May 19, The United Methodist Church sent new missionaries 
from 11 countries to serve in16 lands. The liturgy of commissioning 
was believed to be the first at a United Methodist General 
Conference. 
     During the May 17 afternoon plenary, delegates approved 
calendar items related to the Asian American Language Ministry 
Plan, the Pacific Islander Ministry Plan, the National Plan for 
Hispanic Ministry and the Korean Ministry Plan as well as 
Accessibility Grants for Churches and the United Methodist Global 
AIDS Fund. 
     Deacons now have fewer hoops to jump through to request 
permission to administer sacraments. A petition passed that allows 
deacons to contact their resident bishop directly to ask for 
permission. Previously, the pastor-in-charge or the district 
superintendent had to make the request on the deacon’s behalf. 
   
   In a May 12 ceremony, before episcopal leaders from around the 
globe, Dakotas-Minnesota Area Bishop Bruce R. Ough was formally 

installed as president of the Council of Bishops. Bishop Warner H. 
Brown Jr., outgoing president of the Council of Bishops, “passed the 
gavel” to Ough. 
 
     A petition calling for a mandatory vote of proposed legislation 
sent to General Conference was approved by a vote of 406 to 361.     
All petitions submitted to General  Conference “shall receive the 
vote of a legislative committee” and all petitions approved by 
legislative committees “shall receive a vote by the plenary session at 
that year’s General Conference.” Considering how many petitions 
weren’t voted on before this General Conference ended, one 
wonders if GC2020 will need to last a month 

 
.*Butler is a multimedia editor/producer for United Methodist 

Communications. Contact him at newsdesk@umcom.org . 

 

 
 

 
 

The unique projects and 
ministries implemented by the 
New Life Center are assisting 
many people with various 
needs. Goals and objectives are: 
a) to make and distribute up to 
500 handicap bikes to disabled 
population in all corners of 
Zambia, b) to provide 
educational support for 120 
orphans and vulnerable children 

from grades 1-12, c) to prevent infant mortality and 
infection from malaria, etc., d) to train all people to be 
able to function in a technological society through 
computer training skills, e) to be a resource for the UM 
Conference in skills, knowledge, help, and spiritual 
growth through conferences, trainings, and hands on 
projects. Your coins that crash into the LOUD Offering 
can will be beneficial to the recipients of these projects. 
Thank you!!! 

 
 

 
VACATION 
BIBLE 
SCHOOL 
June 20 -     
June 24 

@ 
St. Philip 

Neri 
Catholic 
Church 

9:00 AM – 12 Noon 
EUMC volunteers needed! 

Sponsors: Empire United Methodist Church 
St. Philip Neri Catholic Church 

Glen Lake Community Reformed Church 
 

 

New Life 
Center 
in Zambia 

 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/church-leaves-membership-in-reproductive-health-coalition
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/church-leaves-membership-in-reproductive-health-coalition
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bid-to-divest-from-settlements-fails
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-rejects-divestment-on-fossil-fuels
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/29-new-missionaries-commissioned-at-general-conference
http://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/bishop-ough-receives-gavel-becomes-council-of-bishops-president-4757714
http://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/bishop-ough-receives-gavel-becomes-council-of-bishops-president-4757714
mailto:newsdesk@umcom.org
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Monday Morning 
Men’s Group @ 9:00 AM  
Study of the Lectionary Readings for Worship 
 with Pastor Russell 

 

Tuesday Morning Group 
Study @ 9:30 AM with Pastor Russell 
“The Jesus Prescription for a Healthy Life” study continues.  
The author, Leonard Sweet, with his profound insight and 
humor examines how Jesus laughed, hung out with friends, 
played with children, walked, enjoyed the good times at 
social gatherings, and poked fun at pious pretentions.  By 
examining the life of Jesus, this prescription for health and 
well-being derails the ways and habits through which 
Jesus lived a disciplined life and health existence during his 
ministry among us.   

 
 
Thursday Group Study 
 @ 3:00 PM  
 With Rev. Kay Coombs  
New study begins:  Philip Yancy's book "Vanishing 
Grace? – What Ever Happened to the Good News”  
This study explores why evangelical Christians face 
so much hostility  You may purchase this from 
Amazon.com 
 
 
 

 

The Empire Unit of United 
Methodist Women will meet on 
Tuesday, June 7 at 11:30 
AM.   
 
See you there! 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday, June 11 

Thanks to all who participated in the 
grounds work day last month! 

 
2nd Saturday of each month 

8:30 AM 
Fellowship Hall 

Bring a friend… Or two, or three! 
 
 

 
 

 

Flag Day – June 14 
 
 

 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://s3.amazonaws.com/static.ragamuffinsoul.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/small_group20logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://carloswhittaker.com/2009/12/small-groups-is-it-time-for-a-change/&h=496&w=921&tbnid=WNsbNAO5b-AutM:&docid=Ku58KMVbk-oBdM&hl=en&ei=CpIFVp_3E8_lervFgogM&tbm=isch&ved=0CCwQMygPMA9qFQoTCJ-kmP3nksgCFc-yHgodu6IAwQ
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‘One Great Hour of Sharing’  
becomes  
‘UMCOR Sunday’ 
PORTLAND, Ore. (UMNS) — The United Methodist 

Church has renamed a popular special Sunday 

observance that includes an offering to cover 

disaster relief costs. “UMCOR Sunday” replaces 

“One Great Hour of Sharing,” a change approved 

by the 2016 General Conference. The title refers to 

the United Methodist Committee on Relief. Elliott 

Wright reports for the United Methodist Board of 

Global Ministries. 

 

 
 

  
June 19 

MONTHLY CALENDAR 
1ST Sunday of every month: 

 Holy Communion 

 Empire Area Food Pantry 
Collection 

Donations of canned and packaged food are 

collected for the Empire Food Pantry.  
The pantry is always in need of 
volunteers.  Please contact Pastor Russell, Barbara Foged or 
Sue Palmer for more information. 
 

4th Sunday of every month:  
Administrative Council meeting after worship – all are 

invited to participate 
 

Last Sunday of every Month:  
Loud Offering – to help a wide variety of charities and the 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for people in need). 

 
JUNE  USHERS: 
06.05 J Gardner 
 J Fowler 
06.12 Pete Mallory
 Tim Egeler 
06.19 Dan Davis Jim Sorbie 
06.26 Bill Lyon  Jan Lyon 
 

 
JUNE  Counters: 
06.05 B Lyon S Mallory   
06.12 B Foged  S Palmer    
06.19 M Johnson G Sorbie 
06.26 K Wilcox  R Meade 
 
 

JUNE  
Nursery Care: 
 
We are in need of volunteers 
to staff the Nursery. 
 
 
 

JUNE READERS 
O6.05 T Petersen  
06.12 M Goodrick 
06.19 S Flack 
06.26 J Petersen 
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  The Hands & Feet of Christ 
132 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2016 

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

    EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
10050 Michigan Street 
PO Box 261   Empire  MI  49630 
Rev.Russell K. Logston, Pastor 

 
(231) 326-5510        
empireumc@centurytel.net 
pastor_empireumc@centurytel.net  
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church                           
Website: empiremiumc.org 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

SUNDAYS 
10:00 AM Sunday school for children (during school year) 

  “Donuts & Dialogue” – adult gathering 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
9:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Russell 
10:00 AM Worship Team 

TUESDAYS 
9:30 AM  Tuesday Bible Study with Pastor Russell 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
10:00 AM Worship Team  
3:00 PM  Bible Study with Kay Coombs  
4:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
TO: 

 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to 
hear others, share in God’s truths,  join in worship, and 
celebrate in the Joy of God’s grace.”  

mailto:empireumc@centurytel.net

