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The Popsicle Project! 

 
L to R: THE CREW: Tom Petersen, Jean Petersen, Sandy Mallory, Kay Wilcox, Aggie Wilson, Pat Smith with Denny Olin, carrying the cooler of 
popsicles in his truck and official photographer. 

  

We are told “to share the Gospel” any chance we get! 
It was a beautiful Saturday - a bright, sunny 75 degrees, with a slight breeze [August 7]. “Beach 
Time” at Empire with many  tourists and some local people taking in the vista of Sleeping Bear 
Dunes and the Lake Michigan shoreline.  A perfect day for outreach and our  group was ready to go!   
 
Wearing our EUMC aprons and friendly smiles, we greeted everyone with “a popsicle for you” and 
“have a wonderful day.”   We gave away 144 popsicles in 20 minutes.  The beach goers’ responses 
were  wonderful!  “Where are you from.” “That’s so nice of you.”  “Why are you doing this?”  
“Thanks so much.”  There were a lot of smiling faces! 
 

Something special  also happened!  As I approached a group of women at the edge of the Lake, I could see that three were reaching 
out and helping two other ladies out of the water.  “We just baptized her!” they joyfully exclaimed.   I responded, “That’s wonderful, 
God Bless you, have a popsicle to celebrate!”  “Where are you from,” they asked.  I told them and one said, “who would have 
thought that “she” would be baptized here, today and someone from a church would be here to bless our day!”  I raised my hand, 
pointing upward, and they replied, “Praise the Lord!”   

We are told “to share the Gospel” any chance we get!  Sandy Mallory 
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Administrative Council  
MEETING MINUTES - August 2, 2021 - 6:30 PM 

 
Present:  Sandy Mallory, Jean Petersen, Kay Wilcox, Denny Olin,  
  Aggie Wilson, Jan Lyon. 
Opening Prayer:  Denny Olin 
Unfinished business:       Sound system update 
Denny reported the camera has been received and should be installed 
within 2 weeks. Jan reported the IT director/instructor at GL schools will 
be getting in touch with her soon to determine the availability to employ 

someone to run the audio-visual system for worship services.  Regarding livestreaming Denny reported there are several 
licenses required to do this and that some churches have run into legal problems re: licensing. Currently, we have no 
plans to do this.  
 
Team Reports: Note to Committee/Team Chairs – please schedule 3rd Quarter meetings needed for fall/winter 
planning, as soon as possible.  We need your input for the annual charge conference reporting. 
Trustees: Jean reported the exterminator [Bat Man] is in the process of eliminating the bats; the work is covered 
under the warranty from work we had done last year. 

• Dan Davis will be coordinating paving of the parking lot by Elmer’s when the village re-paves the street. The 
church will pay for our parking lot, but he will help set it up for us. 

• Roger M. is pursuing inspections/estimates for roof repair for the church, and we will ask both Story and Bloxom 
for estimates for both shingle and metal roofing. 

• Jean is in conversation with Fred Elmore regarding consideration and education for solar panels. We should get 
information and decision on this before we proceed with any roofing work. 

• Following heavy rain, water was leaking into the furnace room of the parsonage basement.  Jean suggests we 
investigate having gutters installed on the east side of the parsonage to avoid drainage into the basement. She 
will investigate this further. 

Finance: Financial reports were reviewed.  As of July 30, 2021:  General Fund Income - $76,925; General Fund 
Expenses - $75,537; net income - $758.  Noted an increase in maintenance fund. 
United Methodist Women:  A meeting will be held Tuesday, August 10th. Program will be “Finding Peace in an Anxious 
World,” lesson 3. 
Missions:  Mission the month for August will be Glen Lake Community Schools student assistance fund. 
Hospitality:  Kay W. volunteered to help prepare welcome bags. Jan reported that we are out of cups and due to 
their cost, we should be looking for something else to replace them. She will ask Eric F. if he has ideas since he was able 
to find nice pens with our name on them. Suggestion for small flashlights was made and will be passed on to Eric. 
New Business 

• The Popsicle project will take place August 7 at the beach starting at 2:00. Meet at the church at 1:45. Free 
sugar free popsicles will be distributed at Empire beach by Pat, Jean, Kay W., Sandy, Aggie, Tom, and Denny. 

Other Business 

• Annual Church Charge Conference:  Denny reported the church conference will be Nov. 21st at Keswick UMC 
church in Suttons Bay at 2:00 pm.  We need to provide a 5-minute presentation showing how we have changed 
and adapted during the pandemic.  The SPRC will meet with the District Superintendent on Nov. 4th by Zoom at 
5:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. 

As there was no other business, Aggie made a motion to adjourn with second by Kay W. 
Meeting; adjourned @ 7:20 PM. 

NEXT MEETING – Tuesday, SEPTEMBER 7th at 6:30 pm  [Due to Labor Day]  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Jan Lyon, Secretary Pro Tem 
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Thursday Bible Study Class resumes Sept. 2 – 2:30 PM 
(In-person in fellowship hall  or via zoom with your iPad, Cell Phone, Laptop, desktop & 
computer) 
 We will begin study of The Book of Daniel.  Daniel could understand visions and dreams 
of all kinds. (1:17)  Some of the major ideas explored are the fate of Jerusalem, prophecies 
against the nations and against Egypt, restoration and fulfillment, God’s servants in 
Babylon, and the end-times.   
 This class is a 13-week study based on the NIV [New International Version] Bible.  It will 
help readers strengthen their understanding and appreciation of the Bible by enabling 

them to engage the Scripture on three levels: [1] What does the Bible say?  [2] What does the passage mean?  [3] How does the 
Scripture relate to my life?  The meaning of the selected passages is made clear by considering such aspects as ancient customs, 
locations of places, and the meanings of words.  The simple format makes the study easy to use.  

 Contact Tom Petersen if you would like to participate. 
 
 

9/11 Memorial is ready for 20th anniversary: What 

you need to know 
Peter D. Kramer  New York State Team – The Journal News,  Aug. 11, 2021 

We remember 9/11, together. 

 The 2,983 names etched in bronze will once again ring out across the National September 11 Memorial 
Plaza — read aloud by family members, not pre-recorded as they were last pandemic year — as the world 
pauses to recall indescribable terror piercing an impossibly blue early autumn sky 20 years ago. 
 Family members of 9/11 victims have been invited to read aloud the names of those killed in the 9/11 
attacks and in the 1993 World Trade Center bombing. Their names are etched in bronze above the memorial 
pools. 
 There will be six moments of silence, to mark when each World Trade Center tower was struck and fell, 
when the Pentagon was attacked, and when the hijacked Flight 93 crashed in a Pennsylvania field. At the first 
moment of silence, at 8:46 a.m., organizers are asking houses of worship to toll their bells.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Worship Services 

SUNDAYS  -  In Person 10:00 AM 

Sermons continue Online & Web Site 
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United Methodist Women  
The Empire Unit-UMW met on August 25 to make 100 pre-ordered 
pasties!  Jean Petersen, president, said she received orders via email 
and phone and was delighted with the response.  They plan to have 
another pastie making session soon.  The team included Jean Petersen, 
Pat Smith, Pastor Melody, Shirley Solem, Gerri Sorbie, Kay Wilcox, and 
Sandy Mallory.  Watch for advertising/announcements for ordering 
more pasties on Facebook, our website [www.empiremiumc.org] or in 
the Traverse City Record Eagle.   Photo by Gerri Sorbie 

With each new school year comes the excitement and  
anticipation of a new beginning, a new journey, a new  
chapter.  Share with a child you know! 

 

Back-to-school blessing 
by the Rev. Marilyn E. Thornton 

Bless my paper and my pen. 
Guide my spirit deep within. 
Help me think and help me play, 
This whole school year, day by day. 

As I move from class to class, 
Guide my footsteps; clear my path. 
Keep my tongue to speak your words. 
Let your will for me be heard. 

In every subject high or low, 
May God's excellence be shown! 
Keep me strong to reach the prize, 
To grow in grace, becoming wise. 

Whether far from home or near, 
May I hold God's precepts dear. 
To do my best at every task; 
For this blessing, I do ask. 

Help my family be a part 
As I lift my mind and heart. 
As I study, work, and pray, 
Be with them throughout the day. 

                                          

 

To Kay Coombs 

 
 

For embroidering our kitchen aprons                      

with    “Empire United  

           Methodist Church!”   

Excellent job, Kay …  we appreciate 

your talent, time, and work. 

 

========== 

Please,  Save the Date:           

 10/5 @ 6:30 PM 

“Installing Solar Panels” 

presentation in October 

Administrative Council   

meeting.  
==========
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“Finding Peace in an Anxious World,” is one of the required study books for Mission u.  It is based on “The Serenity 
Prayer” by St. Ignatius of Loyola.  The book is being circulated for reading or you can find the study online as noted 
below:  

• The study for Finding Peace was recorded last year and can be accessed now at: 
http://www.umwmichiganconference.org/MissionVideos.html   

 (4 sessions at 45 minutes in length which you can listen to at your leisure). 
There are last lesson for this study will be presented (video) at the September 14th  meeting.   

• Pasties were made on August 25th and are on sale for $5 each.   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THANK YOU!  Pat Smith … 

for tending to the west parking lot entrance  

sidewalk and gardens!   

Your efforts are appreciated! 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Benzie Central Schools Unpaid Lunch Fund 

The Benzie Central Schools Unpaid Lunch Fund is used for 
payment of unpaid school lunch debt. The program pays the lunch 
bills for kids whose families fall behind.  When forwarding your 
donation, please note: Benzie Central Schools Unpaid Lunch Fund on 
the memo line.  Make your donation by check payable to:   

 Empire United Methodist Church  Attn:  Treasurer   PO Box 261  Empire 49630 
  

 
EMPIRE UNIT 

September 14, 2021       Meeting  at  11:00 am 
Program:  “Finding Peace in an Anxious World”  Lesson 4 

Business Meeting 

 
 
 

 
The purpose of the United Methodist Women “shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and 
to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship and to 
expand concepts of mission through participation in the Global ministries of the church.”   

 

The United Methodist Church's special giving structure ensures your generosity blesses as many people as possible in sustainable, strategic 
ways. Through your support, and our church, we fund many  projects each year.  
 
 

http://www.umwmichiganconference.org/MissionVideos.html
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IMAGINING NEW METHODISM: A DENOMINATION THAT PRIORITIZES 

SMALL CHURCHES 
August 25th, 2021 

 By Allen T. Stanton 
 These days, we hear a lot about the need to imagine how The United Methodist Church will be different in the years to come. 
On the one hand, the whole of society will be reshaped by the realities of COVID-19. Already, companies are transitioning to more 
remote work, customs like handshakes are no longer a given, and churches have figured out that they must employ a variety of 
techniques, like live streaming, to provide access for worshippers. 

 At the same time, our denomination is coming to a watershed moment. Whenever the delayed General Conference takes place and the 
inevitable divorce happens, both the new Global Methodist Church and The United Methodist Church will have to build new organizational 
structures to support their ministries. 
 In the midst of that reorganization, I hope we will prioritize small membership churches, building our new denomination around the 
reality that these churches will make up the majority of its congregations. 
My own work and research frequently bring me into conversation with many small, rural congregations, who often feel minimized and castigated in 
our system. Too often, we treat these churches as problems to be solved, and we spend our time trying to make them bigger. There are reasons for 
this. On a theological level, we have held tightly the belief that congregational growth is an indicator of discipleship. On a practical level, larger 
churches provide more financial support to the denominational agencies, including Annual Conference offices. 
 This can leave us with a skewed perception that these larger churches are more vital, more faithful, and more important than the 
plethora of small membership churches. These smaller churches internalize this, try to find paths to grow, and eventually burn out. In reality, small 
congregations can be quite vital and faithful simply by embracing their smallness and using the gifts of the small church to form disciples in 
meaningful ways. 
 From an organizational perspective, there is a severe mismatch between the systems of our denomination and the makeup of the 
congregations within it. While some Annual Conferences have a large number of large churches, most do not. And, at the denominational level, it 
remains true that most churches are small. 
 Simply put, there is an overreliance upon a minority of congregations, which inadvertently problematizes the majority of our small 
membership churches, perpetually trying to reform them into something that they were never meant to be. Unsurprisingly, this can create 
frustration and resentment between small membership churches and the larger denominational structures. 
 So, what would a denomination that embraces small churches look like? 
First, it would be a denomination that embraces a contextual understanding of vitality. In my recent book, Reclaiming Rural: Building Thriving Rural 
Congregations, I look at how rural, small-membership churches can claim their own form of vitality. They embrace their natural gifts in order to 
become places that are formed around their theological identity, commitment to the community, and steward their resources well. 
 Second, it would be a denomination committed to creative evangelism and discipleship formation. As I show in Reclaiming Rural, small, 
rural congregations often do this by embracing their role as anchor institutions, driving meaningful change in their community. In the process, they 
invite people to participate in the kingdom of God. While it may not boost Average Worship Attendance, it does create new disciples. 
 Third, it would be a denomination that understands it can increase its membership through meaningful relationships in small churches. 
This is not a foreign concept; early Methodism grew precisely because small churches multiplied into more small churches. Other denominations 
also embrace this tactic, splitting churches as they grow in Average Worship Attendance to start new church plants – more churches, rather than 
larger churches. 
 Fourth, this denomination would recognize that small churches in impoverished areas have a special role to play in forming the 
imagination of people in those communities. In many impoverished communities, if you ask a student whether they want to go to college or 
become a doctor, they often say no. As sociologists point out, it’s not because they don’t want to become a doctor, but rather they do not have any 
way of imagining the process of going to college, taking the MCAT, attending medical school, and doing a residency. Churches are one of the few 
places in many communities that can bring people together in order to foster this imagination. We should value, prioritize, and support that, 
recognizing that sometimes, when we close churches, we close a center of community imagination. 
 Finally, it would be a denomination that recognizes a need for a renewed understanding of stewardship. Mergers and cooperative 
alignments are not just a way to solve the problem of low average worship attendance, or to combine resources to get a full-time pastor. Instead, 
they ought to be ways of furthering a missional objective, derived from the needs of the community’s context. Additionally, given that so many of 
our congregations lack the resources to have a full-time pastor, we will need to understand new ways to offer quality theological education in 
affordable and accessible ways. If we need more bi-vocational pastors, our ordination and educational processes will need to adapt to that. These 
changes reflect healthy practices of stewardship, understanding how our resources might further our mission. 
 It’s well past time our denominational structures reevaluate their relationship to small and rural churches. Frequently, we resist this by 
pointing out that although most churches are small, most people attend larger congregations. While this is true, it is also true that small churches 
are more stable, and as overall worship attendance declines, the share of those who attend small churches continues to increase, while the share 
of the population attending larger churches decreases. 
 In this age of reimagining, we should stop asking churches to adjust to the denomination. Instead, we should encourage the 
denomination to find ways to serve churches as they are, recognizing and building upon their existing strengths. It would be an important step 
toward fulfilling our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.     [From www.ministrymatters.com] 

 
 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/author/allen_stanton
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781538135259/Reclaiming-Rural-Building-Thriving-Rural-Congregations
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781538135259/Reclaiming-Rural-Building-Thriving-Rural-Congregations
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/author/allen_stanton
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MONTHLY CALENDAR 

1ST Sunday of every month: 
Holy Communion served –  
“Take communion as often as you can.  It is food for the 
journey.”    All are welcome.     
Leelanau Area Food Pantry Collection 
Bring donations of canned goods and 
packaged food for the Leelanau Area 

Food Pantry.  The pantry is always in need of volunteers.  Please contact Elaine Pentilla  
for more information. 
 
1st Monday of every month  6:30 PM   ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL  Fellowship Hall 
[unless otherwise noted-see Admin. Board minutes]       Your participation and service is appreciated!  
 
2nd Tuesday of the month   11:00 AM United Methodist Women  Fellowship Hall   

 
MISSION OF THE MONTH Offering – Throughout the month, currency and coins may be placed in the tin 
pails on the tables at back of the sanctuary.  The “Mission of the Month” offering helps a wide variety of charities 
and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for local families in need). Global, Conference and local charities are 
selected throughout the year for this offering.  If you have any suggestions or questions regarding selections, 
please contact Jim Sorbie, chair of the Missions Team. 
 
 
 

 
 
USHERS:  Need Volunteers      Sign Up Sheets on table in Fellowship Hall HOST:   Need Volunteers 
     

COUNTERS:      USHERS:    
SEP 5    Gerri Sorbie,  Tom Petersen   SEP 5     Jim Sorbie & Sandy Mallory 
SEP 12  Jan Lyon, Beth Noonan   SEP 12   Jean & Tom Petersen 
SEP 19  Barb Smith, Sandy Mallory   SEP 19   Tim Egeler & Jim Dorsey 
SEP 26  Kay Wilcox, Meredith Goodrick  SEP 26   Pete Mallory & Sandy Mallory  
 
 
  
 

 

 
    
 

 

Empire United Methodist Church - Vision Statement: 
A community who goes out, serving in love, sharing Christ. 

“Go, Serve.  Share Christ.” 
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               EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
PO Box 261 - 10500 Michigan Street 
        Empire  MI  49630       
       TO: 
 
Rev. Melody Olin, Pastor 
(231) 326-5510  
Cell: (989) 560-1667              
empireumc@gmail.com 
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church     
Website: www.empiremiumc.org 
 

Serving as the Hands & Feet of Christ 
137 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2021 
The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH.  Our mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street, 

Empire, MI 49630.  We can be reached at 231.326.5510 or 
www.empireumc@centurytel.net.  Information and items for publication 
must be received at the church office by the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to hear others, 
share in God’s truths, join in worship, and celebrate in the Joy of God’s 
grace.”  
                                                   SUNDAYS  
10:00 AM Worship Service 
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office NOT open 
10:00 AM  Worship Team 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office NOT open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office NOT open 
10:00 AM  Worship Team 
2:30 PM  Bible Study – will resume in the Fall  
 

THE CHURCH BUILDING IS OPEN FOR  
WORSHIP & Meetings  

CHECK YOUR EMAILS – FACEBOOK - WEBSITE  
FOR CURRENT INFORMATION 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:empireumc@
http://www.empiremiumc.org/
http://www.empireumc@centurytel.net

