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ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE TIME 
 United Methodist Churches in the Northern Waters District are preparing for this year’s round of fall 
conferences in-person.  EUMC will join Lake Ann UMC, Leland Community UMC, Frankfort/Elberta UMC, Northport 
Indian Mission and Grawn UMC at Keswick UMC-Suttons Bay  for annual church conferences, on Sunday, Nov. 21.  In 
her letter to colleagues, District Superintendent Jodie Flessner noted that she is looking forward to hearing how 
churches have been “weathering the storm” and more importantly how they have continued to “Be the Church” in 
2021.  Offerings at Conference Gatherings will be for Cass Community Social Services (CCMM3005).  The Northern 
Waters District Conference will be held in January.  Plans for a “Super Saturday” are being made for that gathering. 
 Should conditions necessitate the suspension of in-person gatherings, Conferences will be held via ZOOM as 
Charge Conferences.  
 

“Happy are those who trust in the Lord, who rely on the Lord. 

They will be like trees planted by the streams, whose roots reach down to the water. 

They won’t fear drought when it comes; their leaves will remain green. 

They won’t be stressed in the time of drought or fail to bear fruit.” 
         ~ Jeremiah 17:7-8 (Common English Bible) 

 
In preparation for the Nov. 21 fall conference, the EUMC Pastor/Parish team met with the district superintendent by 
ZOOM on Oct. 28 to discuss what was accomplished in 2021 and what goals have been established for 2022.  The proposed 
slate for 2022 EUMC Leadership, Budget, Pastor Benefits, and other EUMC church business will be voted upon by EUMC 
church members at the Nov. 21 gathering.   
 
 

All Saints Sunday – Nov. 7 
 
Historically, the Church has confessed a belief in the "communion of 

the saints," which includes not only all living believers, but also all 

who have gone before us. When we celebrate Holy Communion, we 

experience the communion of saints, feasting with believers past, 
present and future. The author of Hebrews 12 reminds us that these 

saints, a “great cloud of witnesses,” surrounds us and cheers us on. 

On All Saints Day, United Methodists publicly remember and honor 

those who have passed away. Celebrated on the first Sunday in 
November, many congregations light candles, ring bells of 

remembrance, and call the names of those lost in the previous year as 

a way of honoring the impact their lives have had on us.  
 

ALL SAINTS DAY SCRIPTURES: Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 24; Revelation 21:1-6a; John 11:32-44 
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Administrative Council Meeting, Oct. 5 
 
The EUMC Administrative Council met on October 5, 2021 at 6:30 PM.  The 
meeting was opened by Sandy Mallory, chair.  Pastor Melody led us in prayer. 
 
PRESENT:   
Present: Roy Pentilla, Gwen Denny, Tom Petersen, Jean Petersen, Jim Coombs, Kay 
Coombs, Aggie Wilson, Jan Lyon, Shirley Solem, Kay Wilcox, Sandy Mallory, and Pastor 
Melody Olin. Guest- Fred Elmore from Keswick UMC. 
 
SOLAR PRESENTATION By Fred Elmore 

 Fred Elmore spoke on Keswick UMC’s solar power program. In their case, as with some other churches in our conference, a 
church member buys the system outright and sells the power back to the church. Fred and his wife bought the system (for Keswick 
UMC) for about $35,000 plus an another $5,000 for lawyer and administrative fees. The church buys back the system by paying their 
monthly power fee to the owners (Elmore’s); when the amount for the system is paid in full by the church, the church then owns the 
system. Consumers Power buys what is not used and gives a credit to the owner. 
Questions: 

1. How is it maintained and how much does that cost? Fred does regular inspection of the system, changing direction of the 
grid, etc., If there is any indication that a panel is not functioning the installer will fix it at no cost. 

2. Does it gather power in the winter? Yes, more at times because of the reflection off the snow. Even gathers some power off 
a bright moon. 

3. If we need a new roof, should we do that before we install the panels? Yes, if you intend to put them on the roof. Keswick 
has them on the ground which makes it easier to move the panels to the sun and clean off the snow as well as to maintain. 

4. Do we have sufficient space to put it on the ground?   The installer would tell you. 
5. Who was the installer? Tom Gallery from Leelanau Solar. 
6. Where were the panels made? Tom P. stated the panels were manufactured in Iron Mountain, Minnesota. 

Fred will send Jean Petersen more information on contacts and contracts. Fred was thanked for his presentation and time. 
 
MEETING MINUTES: 

• Roy made a Motion to accept the minutes from the last meeting; Kay W., second.  APPROVED. 

• Sound System – still waiting for camera to be installed. Jan Lyon is learning the system and Kay Coombs expressed a 
willingness to learn as well. 

• Conference reports – pastor will check to see if anything more is needed. 
Pastor report – A walk through of the parsonage will be happening soon to complete the trustee’s paperwork. The church can 
receive money from the conference to buy a ZOOM license; we have let our license lapse. Tom Petersen volunteered to arrange for 
purchase of a new license for the church. 
Finance – Roy reported we are doing good financially, only short $1,000 of paying our ministry shares (apportionments) in full. 
Trustees –  

• Dan Haswell will be putting a back deck on the parsonage with money currently in the budget. He gave a bid of $2,775 not 
counting the gutter needed.  

• Jean is trying to get power washing done on the parsonage.  

• They are also getting bids to have trees cut down and trimmed at the parsonage and the church. 

• Bates gift -  the trustees met and recommended the money be allocated as followed:  Parking lot [est. $30,000]; Church 
roof fund [est. $8,000  for parsonage, $20,000 for the church]; Parsonage generator [est. $10,000];   Solar Panels [est. 
$20,000]. Motion by Jan Lyon to place the Bates gift with the established Noonan Endowment at the UMC Foundation, to 
be withdrawn as needed, second by Roy Pentilla. APPROVED. It was agreed that the money will remain as designated 
above by the trustees and agreed upon by the Board. 

• Jim Coombs will get estimates for the parsonage generator. 
 
Jan made a motion to adjourn, and Jean seconded. Approved. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:40 PM. 
Next meeting:  November 1, 2021 at 6:30 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, Jan Lyon, Secretary Pro Tem 
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BIBLE STUDY RESUMES NOV. 4 
The Books of Minor Prophets by Gene M. Tucker, 

Professor of Old Testament Studies at Candler School of Theology, 
Emory University in Atlanta, GA.   
 
This study is of all the Minor Prophets beginning with Hosea and moving 
through to Malachi.  Delve into the special message of each prophet.  
Some of the major ideas explored are: wrath and compassion, justice 
and righteousness, God’s reign of peace, and visions of restoration.  
These studies are 13 weeks each and help readers strengthen their 
understanding and appreciation of the Bible by enabling them to engage 
the Scripture on three levels: 1) What does the Bible say?  2. What does 
the passage mean? And 3. How does the scripture relate to my life?  The 
meaning of the selected passages is made clear by considering such 

aspects as ancient customs, locations of places, and the meanings of words.  The simple format makes the study easy to use.  
 Contact Tom Petersen if you would like to participate. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
ADVENT BEGINS NOV. 28  
 

Come Home for Christmas 

Advent is an invitation. For many, it is the invitation to get into that Christmas spirit, to count down the days to the 
grand celebration, and let the holiday transform everything around us. We’re not all about Christmas, the holiday, 
about December 25 with all the jingle bells and tinsel. We are about Christmas, the Mass of Christ, the celebration 
of the Incarnate one who comes to remind us that we are not alone, and God is with us. We are about the longing 
for the coming kin-dom, where we will study war no more, where people will walk in the light, where joy will be 
found, and love will be the tie that binds us together. That’s the home for which we long. That’s the invitation this 
Advent season to our church and the world:  

 “Come home for Christmas.” 

 

Discipleship Ministries, The United Methodist Church 
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Veterans Day is a time for us to pay our respects to those who have served. For one day, we 
stand united in respect for you, our veterans.  This holiday started as a day to reflect upon 
the heroism of those who died in our country's service and was originally called Armistice 
Day. It fell on Nov. 11 because that is the anniversary of the signing of the Armistice that 
ended World War I. However, in 1954, the holiday was changed to "Veterans Day" to account 
for all veterans in all wars. 
 
 

  

EMPIRE UNIT 
 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1 
Makings Pasties at 9:00 AM - Meeting  at  11:00 AM 

Program &  Business Meeting 

 

 
  

The purpose of the United Methodist Women “shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and 
to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship and to 
expand concepts of mission through participation in the Global ministries of the church.”   

 

http://www.military.com/veterans-day/history-of-veterans-day.html
http://www.military.com/veterans-day/history-of-veterans-day.html
https://www.military.com/history
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     LEGACY GIVING 
Planned gifts are a thoughtful way to remember EUMC family members.  
Please consider in your estate planning or have your attorney add an 
addendum to your will.  Your bequest to Empire United Methodist Church 
will benefit many ministries in the church for years to come. 
 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 
Tribute gifts can also be made in memory of a loved one or in honor of an 

individual to commemorate a birthday, anniversary, end-of-year holiday or special occasion.  EUMC will send a card acknowledging 
your gift to the one you have honored, or to surviving family members of the one you have remembered.      

 
 
 

 
 

 
NOVEMBER - Micki Barr Memorial Giving Tree 
This year, the Missions Team is asking for “gift cards” (from Meijer’s, Walmart, or 
other big box stores) and “gas cards” (from EZ Mart, Meijer’s) in any amount you 
wish to donate. These cards will be distributed to local families in need by the 
Missions Team during the first week of December. You may drop the gift cards in 
the Missions pails in the sanctuary or mail the cards to EUMC, Attn:  Giving Tree, 
PO Box 261, Empire, MI 49630.  The deadline is November 29.  A member of the 

Missions Team will also be at EUMC on November 29, from 9:00 AM – Noon, to collect any last-minute gift cards.  

       Thank you for helping to make Christmas a little more joyful for local families in need.     
 
 
 
At Christmas time, it is our annual custom to honor the Pastor and 
Staff (administrative assistant and music director) with a monetary 
Christmas gift to show our appreciation for all the work they do.  If 
you wish to contribute, please mail your donation to EUMC, Attn: 
Treasurer, PO Box 261, Empire, MI 49630; mark the memo with: 
Staff Christmas Gift.      
The deadline is December 10.  A member of the Pastor Parish 
Team will also be at EUMC on Dec. 10 from 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM, 
to collect any last-minute donations.  
 
 

 

The United Methodist Church's special giving structure ensures your generosity blesses as many people as possible in sustainable, strategic 
ways. Through your support, and our church, we fund many  projects each year.  
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           MONTHLY CALENDAR 

1ST Sunday of every month: 
▪ Holy Communion served –  
“Take communion as often as you can.  It is food for the 
journey.”    All are welcome.     
▪ Leelanau Area Food Pantry 
Collection 
Donations of canned goods and 

packaged food are collected for the Leelanau Area Food Pantry.  The pantry is always in 
need of volunteers.  Please contact Elaine Pentilla  for more information. 
 
1st Monday of every month  6:30 PM   ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL  Fellowship Hall 
     Your participation and service is appreciated!  
1st Monday of the month   11:00 AM United Methodist Women  Fellowship Hall   

 
MISSION OF THE MONTH Offering – Throughout the month, currency and coins may be placed in the tin 
pails on the tables at back of the sanctuary.  The “Mission of the Month” offering helps a wide variety of 
charities and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for local families in need). Global, Conference and local charities 
are selected throughout the year for this offering.  If you have any suggestions or questions regarding 
selections, please contact Jim Sorbie, chair of the Missions Team. 
 
 
 

 
 

USHERS:  Need Volunteers      Sign Up Sheets on table in Fellowship Hall 
     

             COUNTERS:     USHERS:    
NOV 7  Gerri Sorbie, Sandy Mallory   Jim Sorbie & Sandy Mallory 
NOV 14 Jan Lyon, Beth Noonan   Jean & Tom Petersen 
NOV 21 Barb Smith, Sandy Mallory   Tim Egeler & Jim Dorsey 
NOV 28  Kay Wilcox, Meredith Goodrick  Pete Mallory & Sandy Mallory 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 
    
 

 

Empire United Methodist Church - Vision Statement: 
A community who goes out, serving in love, sharing Christ. 

“Go, Serve.  Share Christ.” 
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                  EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
PO Box 261 - 10500 Michigan Street 
        Empire  MI  49630       
       TO: 
 
Rev. Melody Olin, Pastor 
(231) 326-5510  
Cell: (989) 560-1667              
empireumc@gmail.com 
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church     
Website: www.empiremiumc.org 
 

Serving as the Hands & Feet of Christ 
137 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2021 
The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH.  Our mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street, 

Empire, MI 49630.  We can be reached at 231.326.5510 or 
www.empireumc@centurytel.net.  Information and items for publication 
must be received at the church office by the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to hear others, 
share in God’s truths, join in worship, and celebrate in the Joy of God’s 
grace.”  
                                                   SUNDAYS  
10:00 AM Worship Service 
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office NOT open 
10:00 AM  Worship Team 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office NOT open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office NOT open 
10:00 AM  Worship Team 
2:30 PM  Bible Study – will resume in the Fall  
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN  
 

CHECK YOUR EMAILS – FACEBOOK - WEBSITE  
FOR CURRENT INFORMATION 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:empireumc@
http://www.empiremiumc.org/
http://www.empireumc@centurytel.net

