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2019 in Review 
  What a ride!   Snowstorms – cancelled church services – new 
committees and teams formed – more snowstorms; and finally, spring 
arrived … rather late!  The men of the church stepped up to portray “The 
Living Last Supper” for Holy Thursday (great job, guys) and the weather 
finally turned better for Easter.  Our 3rd annual Arts and Crafts Fair was a 
success and the weather was good (relatively speaking)! 
 
  Then  change (that dreaded word) began:  Laurel Peterson 
retired; we thanked her for her 10 years of faithful service … and a new 
church secretary, Christine Adams, was hired (a great addition to EUMC 

staff).  Next, we received word that we would be changing pastors, so transition plans were put in place.  We said 
“goodbye” to Pastor Russell and Jane Logston, “welcomed” Pastor Melody Olin and family; and renovated the parsonage 
…  all within a span of 6-weeks.  Thank you, CHURCH, for stepping up to THAT challenge!  The Glen and Ella Noonan 
Speaker Series followed in July and Aug – followed by annual church conference time and all that necessary paperwork!  
Thanks to all who had a part in this effort.   
 
 As Fall arrived  …  we gave thanks to the Lord for the gracious donors who made designated funds available to 
complete the sanctuary audio/visual project and for the kitchen renovation (which begins this month). We are truly 
grateful.      *Note: designated funds cannot be used for general operating expenses per The UM Book of Discipline.   
 
 On December 9, “The Coffee Connection” opened in fellowship hall to provide an avenue for community outreach 
in the Empire area. Open Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM, we offer free Leelanau Roasting 
Co. coffee, free Wi-Fi, along with conversation, and large screen TV programming.  Other facilities for meetings and 
programs may be used by community groups upon request. 
 
 Pastor Melody presented two relevant sermon series:  “Just Live It” (7 weeks)  and during Advent, “The Cast of 
Christmas” which was enriched by our new audio/visual system in the sanctuary.  And during several sermons, she 
pleasantly surprised us with a song which added so much to the message.  Thank you, Pastor! 
 
 As you know, this year has been a struggle financially with the added renovation expenses at the parsonage, the 
bat infestation remediation in the sanctuary and computer upgrade for the church office.  But with help from the 
Michigan UMC Conference with equitable compensation and your offerings, we have been able to pay 100% of our 
ministry shares (apportionments) and closed the 2019 books in “the black.” Thank you to 
all who helped “keep the doors open and the lights on” at EUMC.        
 
 As we begin a new year, the Administrative Council prays for your continued 
support and prayers.  With God’s help, we will faithfully work as a “A community who goes 
out, serving in love, sharing Christ … “Go, Serve.  Share Christ.” 
 
Blessings, 
EUMC Administrative Council 
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For January  -  Benzie Central School – Unpaid Student 
Lunch Bills 
The Benzie Central School District Lunch Program experiences $100-$150 
in unpaid student lunches monthly.  Our mission project for January is to 
collect funds for at least one month’s worth of unpaid student lunch bills.  
Several other groups in the area contribute to this program as well.  Let’s 
help to lighten the students’ load.  

Funds collected will be dedicated on the last Sunday of 
the month.   

 

 
 

January 14 – 11:30 AM  - Pledge Meeting 
The Empire unit of United Methodist Women will meet to set goals for the year and to 

conduct a pledge ceremony at its first meeting of 2020 on Tuesday, January 14.  All 
women of the church are invited to attend.  The purpose of the United Methodist Women “shall 
be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole 

persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission 
through participation in the Global ministries of the church.”  The pledge service will highlight the history of the United 
Methodist Women and its predecessor organizations, and the work being done today.  Bring a sandwich; and beverage 
will be provided. 
 
 Next Meeting:  February 14, 2020 at 11:00 AM. 
  

 
2020 FINANCIAL SUGGESTION FROM OUR TREASURER: 
Appreciated Stocks 
 With the strong stock market, you may have appreciated stocks. 
 If you are thinking of selling some of those appreciated stocks, you might consider giving the appreciated stocks 
to make your church contribution for 2020. 
 As an example: 
  Appreciated stock is worth $ 1,100 
  Your cost is   ___500 
  Appreciation   $    600 
 By giving the stock to the church, you would be credited for a $1,100 contribution to the church, and no taxes 
would be due. 
 For more information, contact your tax advisor. 

 
Kitchen  renovation   begins    

EUMC women gathered on Dec. 30 to empty all the kitchen cupboards and drawers.  
“Many hands made light work” as they packed away dishes, pots and pans and other 
kitchen utensils and supplies, completing the task in a couple of hours.  Well done, 
Ladies!  Renovation begins on January 6 and there will be limited use of the kitchen 
until it is completed (mid-February).  Please bear that in mind if you are bringing 
light refreshments for coffee hour.  The coffee maker has been moved into 
fellowship hall and paper products and plastic utensils will be used for serving food.  
The dish washers will not be operable during construction.   
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NINE GOOD REASONS TO ATTEND CHURCH WEEKLY 
  By Thom S. Rainer  
 
I think I’ve heard most of the excuses. 
 “You don’t need to attend church to be a good Christian.” 
 “We give our family priority when we miss church to do sports on Sunday.”  
 “My church really doesn’t meet my needs.” 
  “I’m not getting fed at my church.” 
  “Sunday is really the only day we have off.” 
  “My church has a bunch of hypocrites.” 
I will deal with these and other lame excuses later. For now, I want to focus on the positive. Why is it important for us to attend 
church services regularly, usually weekly? Allow me to share nine reasons. 
 
The local church was God’s plan in the New Testament. From the founding of the first local church in Jerusalem to the growth of 
new congregations throughout the Roman Empire, the New Testament is clear. God wanted His people gathering regularly and 
faithfully. And lest we forget, all of these congregations had problems. All of these churches had problem people. Hypocrisy was real 
and pervasive, but it was not a valid excuse to give up the local church. 
 
The Bible speaks clearly about the priority of local congregations. If you read the New Testament from Acts to Revelation, you will 
see that a gathered church was not just one important factor for the Christian, it was one of the highest priorities. After the 
ascension of Jesus, the local church was truly “the body of Christ.”  
 
We are commanded and designed to enjoy worshipping the one true God as a gathered community. What if church members 
really did one thing in worship services? What if they asked God to let them see Him and know Him fully as the church gathered 
together? What if that was the priority over evaluating the style of music? What if that was more important than the preacher 
preaching five minutes more than you deemed appropriate? 
 
A unified church can stand strong in a culture turning away from God. We can’t be a unified church with sporadic attendance. We 
can’t stand together if we aren’t persistently gathered together. Do you remember how the early church in Jerusalem reached a  
culture opposed to God? The outside world saw the unity and joy of the church and wanted to know more about this Jesus they 
worshipped. Remember, they were “praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. Every day the Lord added to their number 
those were being saved” (Acts 2:47). A faithfully attended church is a unified church. A unified church is an evangelistic church.  
 
The world looks at our priorities and evaluates what we deem as important. Expanding on the previous point, we can’t expect the 
community we serve to get excited about our church if the members of the community see it to be a low priority among the 
members. The twice-a-month attendees make the church an afterthought. The once-a-month attendee hardly thinks about the 
church at all.   
 
Accountability takes place in the local church. When we gather together worshipping with others, we are holding each other up and 
accountable. When we belong to a small group in the church, our absence is conspicuous. We need people holding us accountable in 
love. We need others looking after us. Accountability is indeed a good thing.    
 
Families that attend church faithfully and regularly are happier and healthier families. The research from the secular world is 
overwhelming. Study after study shows that families who are in church almost every week are among those with the best-adjusted 
children. Marriages are healthier. Small children grow to become mature and joyous adults. Though these studies are affirming, we 
can see throughout the New Testament how God has a clear and compelling plan for His children and their families to gather 
together regularly and faithfully.     
 
Discipleship takes place in the local church. There seems to be this big mystery about discipleship. How do we do discipleship? 
Exactly what is discipleship? How does that work in the local church? Remember, discipleship is simply becoming more like Christ. 
We become more like Christ as we gather and worship together. We become more like Christ when we belong to a small group and 
do community together. We become more like Christ as we listen to the preached Word every week. We become more like Christ as 
we do ministry and evangelism through our local church. For sure, discipleship can take place outside the local church. But the New 
Testament clearly demonstrates the local congregation is God’s “Plan A” for growing as a disciple.   
        (continued next page) 
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Nine Good Reasons … (continued) 
God gives us great joy when we serve others through the local church. For sure, there are some grumpy and miserable church 
members. They seem to have a common trait. There are things in the church that aren’t going their way. They are not getting their 
worship style. They are not getting themselves fed. They don’t like the way the pastor does things because it’s not their way. They 
focus on three people: me, myself, and I. But we can experience incredible joy as we serve others, as we put others before 
ourselves, as we don’t focus on our own preferences and desires. We experience incredible joy as we serve other church members 
and those who reside in our community.  
 
All of these nine reasons, of course, presume we are faithful attenders. We are neither obedient nor are we able to experience the 
full joy of our church if we attend once or twice a month or even less.  
 
Faithful weekly church attendance is important. It brings us joy. It helps us to grow spiritually. It is one of the primary characteristics 
of a healthy family. 
 
Above all, it is an act of obedience to God.  And that’s what really matters. 
 
 

 
 

2019 GIVING 

Thank you, EUMC, for being a generous church for missions.   
 Participation in Special Sunday Offerings – Total $1,626.41 (includes Human 
Relations Day; UMCOR Sunday; Peace with Justice Sunday; World Communion Day; 
and United Methodist Student Sunday)   

 Monthly Loud Offering Projects – Total $1,827.04.  (includes Church World Service Blankets $395.00; Pastor’s 
Discretionary Fund $515.23; UMCOR Disaster Relief $242.23; MI Area Camping $72.25; Red Bird Mission $44.62; 
Mobility World-Wide (PET) $128.36; G. Okerson US2 Missionary $66.62; EUMC Youth $500; Benzie Senior Center $93.67; 
Jubilee House (Homeless) $80.69 plus clothing, sneakers, boots, personal hygiene items; Leelanau Co. Senior Center 
$93.63 
 Micki Barr Memorial Giving Tree $675 
 Ministry Shares 100% paid $16,449.00 (includes Connective Ministry $4,689, AD Funds $3,470, World Service & 
Conf Ben $5,801, New Church Development $664, Ministerial Ed Fund $807k Black College Fund $322, Africa University 
Fund $72, Northern Waters District Board of Missions $344, Northern Waters District Admin $65, Northern Waters 
District Nurture Outreach $215) 
  
 
 
 

Coffee Connection Up & Running 

 

  “The Coffee Connection,” at Empire United Methodist Church has 
been open to the public since Dec. 9.  We’ve had a few visitors and we 
hope to serve more in the coming weeks.   
  
 “The Coffee Connection” is open to the public Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  Invite a friend! Stop in 
… Let’s get connected!   
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Church World Service BLANKET 

SUNDAY 

FEB 9 

 
Buy a hand-crafted      

  Valentine  
          to support  

      Blanket Sunday! 
 

 
 

For your generous gifts at Christmas. 
  Pastor Melody  

   Gwen Denny 

    Christine Adams 

     Heather Stoddard 
 

 
 
 

The 201 Micki Barr Memorial Giving Tree 
Many GIFT CARDS were donated at Christmas time for The Micki Barr Memorial Giving Tree.  A grand 

total of $675 was collected and distributed to our neighbors.    Thank you for your loving generosity in 
remembrance of Micki Barr. 

 
 

 
 

With gratitude, Thank You to all who served  
coffee hour refreshments after worship in 2019. 

 
To All who volunteered as Worship Servers 

(hosts, ushers, counters, and readers) in 2019,  
our deepest thanks. 

 
Volunteers are needed for 2020! 

Please sign up! 
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EUMC ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 2020 
 

Leadership:      Area Code 231 unless otherwise noted 

 Administrative Council Chair Sandy Mallory  882.0440 sandy.mallory2@gmail.com 
 Annual Conference Delegate Roy Pentilla  334.4881 erpentilla@aol.com 
 Lay Leader   Jan Lyon  334.4387 billjanislyon@gmail.com 
 Membership Secretary  Gwen Denny  835.2123 jgdenny@gmail.com 
 Recording Secretary  Beth Noonan  228.5881 beth_noonan@hotmail.com 
 Staff/Pastor-Parish Chair Roger Noonan  228.5881 beth_noonan@hotmail.com 
 UMW President   Jean Petersen  334.4091 tomjean45@centurytel.net 
 Men’s Group   Jim Sorbie  590.5125 jsorbie@centurytel.net 
 
Nurture:   
 Worship Chair   Kay Coombs  326.5852 kathryn.coombs4@gmail.com 
 Music Leader   Gwen Denny  895.2123 jgdenny@gmail.com 
 Head Usher   Pete Mallory  882.0440 sandy.mallory2@gmail.com 
 Education/Nursery Chairs Pat Smith  334.3301 pls45@centurytel.net 
     Candy Hasselbeck    513.659.5493 hasselbeckm@hotmail.com 
 Vacation Bible School  Laurie Taghon  835.0059 pnltaghon@hotmail.com 
 
Outreach: 
 Missions Chair   Rod Meade  325.8472 rodnjomeade@gmail.com 
 Prayer Chain (summer)  Laurie Taghon  835.0059 pnltaghon@hotmail.com 
 Prayer Chain (winter)  Sue Palmer  326.5458 sioux.palmer@gmail.com 
 Adopt-a-Highway  VACANCY 
 Empire Area Food Pantry Elaine Pentilla  334.4881 erpentilla@aol.com 
 Native American Rep  Kay Coombs  326.5852 kathryn.coombs4@gmail.com 
 Compassionate Care Chair Shirley Solem  632.5313 ehfc@centurytel.net 
 Website Coordinator  Jim Sorbie  590.5125 jsorbie@centurytel.net 
 Facebook Coordinator  Sandy Mallory  882.0440 sandy.mallory2@gmail.com 
 
Finance and Properties: 
 Church Treasurer  Roy Pentilla  334.4881 erpentilla@aol.com 
 Finance Chair   VACANCY 
 Financial Secretary  Gerrie Sorbie  326.5728 jsorbie@centurytel.net 
 Trustees Chair  (to be selected by Committee) 
 Memorial Chair   Aggie Wilson  326.5464 aggie65@chartermi.net 
 
Members-At-Large: 

All Team/Committee Members in full membership are a part of the Administrative Council 

• Each chairperson shall be present to give a report at the monthly Administrative Council meeting.  If you cannot 
be present, please give a written report to the Administrative Council Chair before the meeting. 

• All within the Congregation are encouraged to attend and have a voice in the Administrative Council meetings. 

 
We meet the 4th Sunday of each month at 12:30 PM 

Chairs:  please contact your team members to set up a 1st quarter goal setting and planning meeting 
in January! 

 

Thank You for Serving! 
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MONTHLY CALENDAR 
1ST Sunday of every month: 
Holy Communion served – “Take communion as often as you 
can.  It’s food for the journey.”   All are welcome. 
▪ Leelanau Area Food Pantry Collection 
Donations of canned goods and packaged food are collected for 
the Leelanau Area Food Pantry.  The pantry is always in need 
of volunteers.  Please contact  Elaine Pentilla  for more  

    information. 
▪ Men’s Breakfast – 2nd Saturday of the month at 8:30 AM 
▪ United Methodist Women meet – 2nd Tuesday of the month at 11:00 AM 
▪ ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL –  4th Sunday after worship - Your participation and 

service is appreciated! 
Mission of the Month – donations are collected every Sunday for a wide variety of ministries and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 
(for local families in need).  Just look for the “pails.” 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  

 
     
   

      
    
    

    DATE       COUNTERS                     HOSTS    READERS       USHERS    

 1.05 B Lyon  S Mallory         J Petersen  J Lyon  J Dorsey 
 1.12 J Lyon  B Noonan                 M Goodrick  J Sorbie  D Giddis 
 1.19 T Petersen   G Sorbie          J Lyon   S Flack  T Egeler 
 1.26 K Wilcox  R Meade       K Coombs   P Mallory D Davis 
 

======================================================================================== 
 
 

“The  Coffee Connection” 

Coffee shop 

 

Monday – Wednesday – Thursday 

9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

“A Community Gathering Place” 

 
FREE Leelanau Roasting Co. Coffee & Wi-Fi 

 
Empire United Methodist Church 

10500 Michigan St – Empire 

  

Our Vision Statement:   
A community who goes out, serving in love, sharing Christ. 

“Go, Serve.  Share Christ.” 
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Serving as the Hands & Feet of Christ 
136 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2020 
The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH.  Our mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street, 

Empire, MI 49630.  We can be reached at 231.326.5510 or 
www.empireumc@centurytel.net.  Information and items for publication 
must be received at the church office by the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to hear others, 
share in God’s truths, join in worship, and celebrate in the Joy of God’s 
grace.”  
 
                                                   SUNDAYS  
10:00 AM  Worship Service 
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
  “The Coffee Connection”   
10:00 AM  Worship Team 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
  “The Coffee Connection” 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
  “The Coffee Connection” 
10:00 AM  Worship Team  
2:30 PM  Bible Study – Rev.  Tom Petersen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
               EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
PO Box 261 - 10050 Michigan Street 
        Empire  MI  49630       
       TO: 
 
Rev. Melody Olin, Pastor 
(231) 326-5510  
Cell: (989) 566-1667              
empireumc@gmail.com 
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church     
Website: www.empiremiumc.org 
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