
THE BEACON                                                                                                                                                           OCTOBER  2019 

The Beacon 
Volume 8    No. 10                                                                                    OCTOBER  2019 

 

 
Illustration by Troy Dossett, United Methodist Communications 

As part of The United Methodist Church’s Baptismal Covenant, new members promise to faithfully participate 
in a local congregation through their prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness.  But, how can they go 
beyond the words they profess to actually living into these vows?   
 
In a special five-part series, we look at each aspect of this membership vow and how United Methodists can answer the call to serve 
Christ through the local church. 
 

The blessings of presence: Honoring our  
United Methodist vow 
By Julie Dwyer 
 The Rev. Roy Hilburn knows the importance of being present in the  
local church and the community. When he became senior pastor at Coharie  
United Methodist Church in Clinton, North Carolina, there were eight  
members, the youngest of whom was 55. 
 Now, almost a decade later, membership at the primarily Native American church has more than quadrupled. It’s often 
standing room only on special occasions. 
 Early on, Hilburn encouraged his congregation to actively seek the lost in their midst.  Doing so energized members and 
attracted new ones, including young families. Those fresh faces added fuel to the fire and the church extended its reach. 
 “We’re always looking to help those who are hurting,” he said. “That really helps us focus in on community. That makes us 
look around and see who is in need around us.” 
 When United Methodists stand in the company of those in need, they are living into their membership vows, specifically 
the promise to participate in a local congregation through their presence. The pledge also includes prayers, gifts, service and 
witness.              (continued next page) 

                 “Go Beyond the Words” 
 
Pastor Melody has initiated a monthly group, 
meeting Sundays after worship,  to discuss  ideas on 
how we might  “go beyond the words” in  ministry 
outreach.    
Here’s  the  next  chance to express your thoughts 
and ideas …        October 13!  

 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/the-blessings-of-presence-honoring-our-united-methodist-vow
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/share-your-gifts-honoring-our-united-methodist-vow
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/serving-god-and-others-honoring-our-united-methodist-vow
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/what-it-means-to-witness-honoring-our-united-methodist-vow
http://www.umc.org/topics/our-united-methodist-vows
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/a-promise-to-pray-honoring-our-united-methodist-vow
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/share-your-gifts-honoring-our-united-methodist-vow
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/serving-god-and-others-honoring-our-united-methodist-vow&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjU7smrzIfYAhVJSiYKHZuUBv8QFggFMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&cx=013616222816682575651:t0zvgrd3joa&usg=AOvVaw31INcE0-z8Ezg3SLWVKXpX
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/what-it-means-to-witness-honoring-our-united-methodist-vow
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The blessings of presence:  Honoring our United Methodist vow:     (continued) 
 “We usually think of presence as showing up on Sunday morning,” said the Rev. Mark W. Stamm, author of "Our 
Membership Vows," a Discipleship Ministries resource. “I’m all for showing up on Sunday morning, (but) being present with and for 
God also may mean being present with and for God in other places, with those who are ill or who need advocacy or who simply are 
lonely and need someone to stand with them.” 
 He said that often means being present with those who are absent from church, and that’s not just the pastor’s duty. 
“That’s really the whole church’s work — to be sister and brother with all those with whom we’ve been united by baptism. If they 
can’t get to us, it’s our job to go to them, and not just electronically. What we can do by internet, email and phone is wonderful, but 
there’s no substitute for showing up. So much of discipleship is showing up,” Stamm said. 
 Hilburn shared the story of a family his congregation helped recently. A young mother was carrying her paraplegic son, who 
was 8 or 9 years old, up and down the dilapidated stairs of their mobile home every time she left the house. She then had to go back 
and retrieve his wheelchair.  She often did this three or four times a day. 
 “It was really breaking her down,” Hilburn said. “Those steps were not safe to walk on for a normal person, much less a 
mom toting a son.” 
 The congregation quickly took action. They teamed with another United Methodist church in the area and the Lowe’s 
Heroes program to build the family a wheelchair ramp. 
 “The mother was very grateful for what we had done. It has definitely changed their lives for the better. … (The young 
boy’s) smiles said it all,” Hilburn said. 
 The Rev. Taylor Burton-Edwards, former director of worship resources for Discipleship Ministries, said the pledge to be 
present also pushes members to ask the question, “Who isn’t here? Who aren’t we including that we need to be including?” he said. 
“If the church includes people of all ages, nations and races, and our church looks like it’s just one group, what’s going on?” 
 That was an important aspect for Hilburn as he looked to grow membership. He told his small congregation to imagine the 
church being in the middle of a circle with a five-mile radius. 
 “Within that circle, you’re going to find white people, black people, Native American people, Hispanic people and a mix of 
all of the above. If those faces are not represented in this church, regardless of the size, we are a dying congregation. We need to 
have all of those folks sitting in this sanctuary worshipping the Lord with us,” he said. 
 Burton-Edwards said that message goes beyond what the congregation looks like on Sunday morning to include your 
individual social network. That doesn’t mean what your Facebook page looks like, he said, but rather the people in your presence on 
a regular basis. 
 “If you’re actually going to be fully participating in the ministries of the church, that means your social network better look 
like that, too. And if it doesn’t, take some steps to fix that.” 

 [Editor’s Note:  Part Two of a five-part series, continues next month] 
Julie Dwyer is a writer and editor for United Methodist Communications; excerpts, first published October 9, 2017 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
October’s  "Mission of the Month"  is the "The Gathering Place” (Benzie Co. Senior 
Resources) “You are only a stranger once is a phrase I’ve heard over and over again when folks describe their experience with 

our senior center, The Gathering Place.”  Dawn Bousamra, Senior Center Coordinator 
 The Gathering Place (Benzie Co. Senior Resources) is dedicated to supporting older adults and the friends, 
family and community who surround them.  They are an independent 501(c)3 organization. Your contributions are 
appreciated and will aid with continuance of all needed services for the seniors of Benzie County.  They are looking for 
volunteers; Email info@benzieseniorresources.org or www.The Gathering Place Benzie County MI.org. 
  

Funds collected will be dedicated on the last Sunday of the month. 

The Mission Team has created a "Mission of the Month" 
loud offering so people will have more opportunities to 
contribute to a designated mission project, not just on the last 
Sunday of each month.  
      At all worship services, a collection "pail" will be on the 
altar rail and another at the back of the sanctuary (on small 
table) to receive your donations.  Hopefully this will generate 
more funds for the "Mission of the Month" recipient. 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/our-membership-vows-in-the-united-methodist-church
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/our-membership-vows-in-the-united-methodist-church
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/
mailto:info@benzieseniorresources.org
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We are grateful to all the Empire UMW women who made 

"Fidget Quilts" and "Fidget Bottles" for Alzheimer 
and dementia patients at Culver Meadows and 
Orchard Creek facilities in Traverse City.  Jean 
Petersen, Kay Coombs and Sandy Mallory 

delivered them on September 20!  Seeing the response from 
staff and patients at each facility was enormously heartwarming.   
We want to make more!  Want to help?  Join us at our next meeting on  
Oct. 8 at 11 AM.     

   
Lions Club Dinner – Oct. 7  

Volunteers Needed  
Sign up today! 

 
Mission u at First UMC, Gaylord – Oct. 21-22 
 United Methodist Women’s Mission u events are great opportunities to study current issues impacting society, grow 
spiritually and be in community with fellow United Methodists working to put faith, hope and love into action.  Hosted throughout 
the country by United Methodist Conferences, these events offer classes on spiritual growth, a geographic study and an issue study 
in addition to fellowship and worship.  The 2019 United Methodist Women mission studies are Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel 

of Mark and Radical Discipleship, Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission and What About Our Money?   
 These events are open to any who would like to attend.  Mission u is a great way to introduce women to the community 
found in being part of United Methodist Women and to invite others into the work of United Methodist Women that leads to 
abundant life for all.   Registration forms are available from Jean Petersen; registration deadline is Oct. 6.   
 

 
 
 
 

 

Jubilee House Homeless Shelter Collection 
                                                       (“SOX BOX”) 
As cooler weather is coming, the need remains great for the friends who use the Jubilee House shelter during its open time of 10 AM to 2 PM.   
They then spend their time walking the streets until an area church opens to provide supper. Hard-soled shoes and tennis shoes for the fall along 
with jeans, jackets, sweatshirts, t-shirts, underwear and, as always, sox (five pairs a day are given to clients) are needed. Backpacks or sturdy big 
bags in which to carry their belongings are appreciated. Items can be placed in the SOX BOX (in Fellowship Hall) at any time. Monetary donations 

are also welcome for shelter staples. Rod Meade continues to deliver the items to Jubilee House.       THANK YOU for sharing. 

 
 
 

                 Saturday, October 12 
                         8:30 AM  
                2nd Saturday of each month 
                 Fellowship Hall 
                         All are Welcome!     
 

The purpose of the United Methodist Women “shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience 
freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission 
through participation in the Global ministries of the church.”   
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Getting ready for World Communion Sunday: October 6, 2019 

  
World Communion Sunday began in 1936 as a way to recognize our 
ecumenical oneness in Christ and to bring Christians together in a spirit of 
unity and peace. In The United Methodist Church, congregations 
throughout the denomination will donate to a Special Sunday offering that 
helps students from around the world reach their full potential through 
scholarships and mentoring. 
 
As we come together to receive Holy Communion along with Christians 
around the world, we recognize our unity and shared commitment to building God’s kingdom on earth. Together, we help raise up 
new leaders around the world, equipping them to be agents of change. Please give generously on Oct. 6.  

 
 

Questions and Answers about Online Giving 
What is online giving?   Online giving (also called electronic giving or e-giving) is an easy, convenient way to support the ministries of  
Empire UMC.  The benefits of online giving include being able to give anywhere at a time that is convenient for you, not having to 
write checks, and being able to set up recurring donations. 
How safe is electronic giving?  Secure donations services are provided by Vanco Payment Solutions.  Vanco processes electronic 
donations from thousands of churches and nonprofit organizations.  The General Council on Finance and Administration of the 
United Methodist Church has established a partnership with Vanco. 
How can I still participate in the offering during services?  Contact the church office to request “I give electronically” cards to drop 
in the offering plate, representing your electronic donation. 
Who do I contact to sign up for Online giving?  Contact Gerri Sorbie, financial secretary. 

 
 

The Book of Psalms study begins on Thursday, Oct. 10 at 2:30 PM, with Tom 
Petersen as leader.  The study begins with a look at the hymns of praise and ends 
with the psalms of confidence.  Some of the major ideas explored are: God is the 
Creator of all, what does the Lord require of me, the diversity of the Psalms, 
responses to crisis, and the use of psalms in worship.  This study is 13 weeks and 

helps the students strengthen their understanding and appreciation of the Bible by enabling them to engage the 
Scripture on three levels:  [1] What does the Bible say?  [2] What does the passage mean?  [3] How does the Scripture 
relate to my life?  The meaning of the selected passages is made clear by considering such aspects as ancient customs, 
locations of places, and the meaning of words.  The simple format makes the study easy to use.   

 

 
       

 That the Empire United Methodist Missions Commission 

works diligently to be the “hands and feet” of Jesus in our world.  They partner with the 
Leelanau Food Pantry; collect clothing and personal hygiene items for the Jubilee House 
(serving the homeless) in Traverse City; stand ready to provide fund raising community 
benefit dinners for church members and community residents needing financial help with 
medical expenses or family emergencies. 
  On a monthly basis, loud offering collections are taken during worship services 
to support mission projects in EngageMI  (that support worthy causes above and beyond 
our Ministry Shares) for local, national and international mission projects, i.e. Church World 
Service Blankets through sale of hand crafted Valentines, missionary support, UMCOR 

disaster relief, and Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for local persons in need), and highlight Special Sunday Offerings such as “One Great 
Hour of Sharing” (funds go to administrative costs for UMCOR).  When the little pails are visible (on the altar rail or table at the back 
of the sanctuary), please take the opportunity to donate.   
 Donations for the first month of the new system were more than triple the average for one-Sunday-a-month giving in previous 
years.  Thank you for sharing.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjhjKeGgODkAhWLrJ4KHUtaDWIQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fclipart-library.com%252Fcommunion-sunday-cliparts.html%26psig%3DAOvVaw2w6XWziVaNBxbe_nRXqQw_%26ust%3D1569089455550952&psig=AOvVaw2w6XWziVaNBxbe_nRXqQw_&ust=1569089455550952
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://s3.amazonaws.com/static.ragamuffinsoul.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/small_group20logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://carloswhittaker.com/2009/12/small-groups-is-it-time-for-a-change/&h=496&w=921&tbnid=WNsbNAO5b-AutM:&docid=Ku58KMVbk-oBdM&hl=en&ei=CpIFVp_3E8_lervFgogM&tbm=isch&ved=0CCwQMygPMA9qFQoTCJ-kmP3nksgCFc-yHgodu6IAwQ
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING          September 22, 2019 
 
In attendance:  Pastor Melody Olin, Denny Olin, Sandy Mallory, Roger Noonan, Beth Noonan, Bill Lyon, Jan Lyon, Rod Meade, Kay 

Wilcox, Laurie Taghon,  Jean Peterson, Tom Peterson, Tim Egeler, Kay Coombs, Jim Sorbie 
  
Pastor Melody opened the meeting at 11:25 with a prayer. 
 

• Sandy Mallory reminded all present  of the EUMC Charge Conference which will be held on 
October 6 at 4:00 p.m. at Mosaic Church/District Office in Traverse City.  Laurie Taghon will ask her 
daughter Tina to give a testimony about the cooperative community vacation bible school held in 
our area.  This ecumenical partnership (EUMC, Glen Lake Reformed Church and St. Philip Neri 
Catholic Church) has provided VBS annually in the Empire area for over 10 years.   

• Pastor Melody’s discussion group regarding the EUMC Vision Statement and Mission Statement 
will meet again on Oct. 13 after worship. 

 
Old Business:  The Protection Policy was discussed.  Classes can be taken online for $45.  Jean Peterson reported that the Building 
Use Policy is a work in progress.  Denny Olin gave a report on the sound system.  Marshall Music has subbed it out to another 
company.  A quote of $6,454 was given.  This would include wiring, a laptop, and TV monitors/mounts, and for an additional $500 a 
TV monitor and sound in fellowship hall.  A $5,000 donation has been given toward the system.  In addition, Denny Olin will apply for 
a district grant for $1,600.  A motion was made by Roger Noonan and seconded by Rod Meade to apply for the grant.   
 
New Business:  The Swiss Steak Dinner was discussed.  It is tentatively scheduled for October 25 from 4:30-7:00 p.m.  Sandy Mallory 
mentioned that it is costly to put on and asked if there were any ideas on how to offset the costs.  Roger Noonan said he will try to 
get donations to cover the costs.  Denny and Sandy will get quotes on the meat.   
 
TEAM REPORTS 
Pastor:  Pastor Melody reported that she will be meeting with Roy Pentilla  to discuss finances.  They will look for ways to 
reduce/manage expenses.  She will meet with Candy Hasselbeck and Pat Smith, when Candy returns from Ohio,  to discuss the 
Children's Ministry.  She has met with Lay Leadership & Nominations team and is set for  the church conference.  She will be on 
vacation October 14-20.  She also reported that Laity Sunday is October 20. 
 
Lay Leader:  Jan Lyon and Pastor/Parish team members met with the District Superintendent  last week. Discussion centered around 
our vision and mission focus.  The D.S. suggested ways to reach out to the community.  Jan also gave a report on Phonevite 
System.  It makes robo-calls during bad weather to cancel church services and for programs/event notifications also.  Pastor Melody 
will investigate it and decide who will set it up.   
 
Worship Team:  Kay Coombs said that the worship team will meet again on Monday, September 30. 
 
Trustees:  Jean Peterson said the kitchen faucet will be fixed this week and we are getting bids on the furnace.  She also said that 
there are critters of some kind in the sanctuary ceiling; not sure what but will call an exterminator.  There is a musty odor in the 
parsonage furnace room.  It seems to be coming from the bathroom wall and furnace room.  Will call  Serv Pro to come and check it 
out.  
 
Missions:  The Financial Peace class is going well. There are 5 attendees.  Received letters of recognition/certificates for EUMC 
donations from Church World Service, Heifer International, and Mobility Worldwide (P.E.T.) thus far in 2019. 
 
UMW:  Jean Peterson, Kay Coombs and Geri Sorbie made more fidget quilts and bottles and distributed them to Culver Meadows 
and Orchard Creek.  She said it was very heartwarming to see the residents use them immediately.  
 
Memorials:   Aggie Wilson has control of the funds and does not need a separate checking account for memorials. 
 
Motion by Roger Noonan seconded by Aggie Wilson to Adjourn at 11:50 AM. 
 
Next meeting – October 27 after worship 
Respectfully submitted,  Beth Noonan, recording secretary 
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This is a major fund raiser for EUMC ministries! 
Your help is needed – sign up list is on table in fellowship hall  

 

 
 

Simple Ways of Giving  
John Wesley once said, “Earn all you can, save all you can and give all you can.” We people called “Methodists” have done well with 
the first two parts of that admonition; but unfortunately, we are not doing too well with the third part. According to some surveys, 
we United Methodists average giving 1.7% of our income to God. That is a far cry from the tithe of 10%. (We usually tip servers in a 
restaurant 15% but give God less than 2%. Is there something wrong with this picture?) When we practice tithing (and beyond) we 
can lead others to the joy of giving. We can be bold about encouraging proportionate giving and giving up to and beyond the tithe, 
not because God requires it, or the church needs it; but because we are thankful, faithful and responsive to God’s love for us.  
 
Luke 6:38 NIV: “Give, and it will be given to you. A good portion – packed, firmly shaken, and overflowing – will fall into your lap.  The 
portion you give will determine the portion you receive in return.” 

   (Article from The Advocate, a publication of the OK IMC of the UMC – by D.D. Etchieson)   

FALL FESTIVAL 
SWISS STEAK DINNER 

   Freewill Offering 
Friday, Oct 25 

4:30 PM – 7:00 PM 

 
Shop at the COUNTRY STORE 

Attic Treasures – Crafts 

 
Baked Goods  

featuring home-made pies 

for the holidays! 
 

Empire United Methodist Church 
10050 Michigan St – Empire 

231.326.5510 
EMAIL: empireumc@gmail.com 

 

mailto:empireumc@
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MONTHLY CALENDAR 
1ST Sunday of every month: 
Holy Communion served – “Take communion as often as you 
can.  It’s food for the journey.”   All are welcome. 
▪ Leelanau Area Food Pantry Collection 

Donations of canned goods and packaged food are collected for the Leelanau Area Food 
Pantry.  The pantry is always in need of volunteers.  Please contact  Elaine Pentilla  for 
more information. 

▪ Men’s Breakfast – 2nd Saturday of the month at 8:30 AM 
▪ United Methodist Women meet – 2nd Tuesday of the month at 11:00 AM 
▪ ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL –  4th Sunday after worship - Your participation and 

service is appreciated! 
Mission of the Month – contributions can be given every Sunday  - for a wide variety of ministries and the Pastor’s Discretionary 
Fund (for local families in need).  Just look for the “pails.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
     
   

      
    
    

    DATE       COUNTERS                     HOSTS    READERS       USHERS    

 10.06 B Lyon  S Mallory    K Peekstok    J Petersen  T Egeler  J Lyon 
 10.13 J Lyon  B Noonan            L Taghon       M Goodrick  J Fowler L Taghon 
 10.20 T Petersen   G Sorbie  J Petersen          J Lyon   J Dorsey D Giddis 
 10.27 K Coombs    R Merillat  S Palmer    K Coombs   P Mallory D Davis 

 

 
 

EUMC 2019 Charge Conference    
     Sun., Oct 6      4:00 PM 
 Mosaic Church/District Office   
 1249 Three Mile Rd., S.  Traverse City 

                We will carpool!   
          Meet at EUMC    3:00 PM            

   
  

Our Vision Statement:   
Be a Companion in Faith to All, That Jesus Christ May Live in All. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjm8LnuraHkAhVEnJ4KHSbFDd4QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.123rf.com%252Fphoto_51191128_stock-vector-save-the-date-pop-art.html%26psig%3DAOvVaw2kBNO77Cp43saWppmFErpA%26ust%3D1566937103174408&psig=AOvVaw2kBNO77Cp43saWppmFErpA&ust=1566937103174408
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Serving as the Hands & Feet of Christ 
135 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2019 
The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH.  Our mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street, 

Empire, MI 49630.  We can be reached at 231.326.5510 or 
www.empireumc@centurytel.net.  Information and items for publication 
must be received at the church office by the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to hear others, 
share in God’s truths, join in worship, and celebrate in the Joy of God’s 
grace.”  
 
                                                   SUNDAYS  
10:00 AM  Worship Service 
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
10:00 AM  Worship Team 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
10:00 AM  Worship Team  
2:30 PM  Bible Study – Rev.  Tom Petersen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
               EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
PO Box 261 - 10050 Michigan Street 
        Empire  MI  49630       
       TO: 
 
Rev. Melody Olin, Pastor 
(231) 326-5510  
Cell: (989) 566-1667              
empireumc@gmail.com 
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church     
Website: www.empiremiumc.org 

 
 
 

http://www.empireumc@centurytel.net
mailto:empireumc@

