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From the lakeshore … at Empire 
 

 
 

Financial Peace University 
 

Are you tired of money stress? Then you’re ready to join more than five million 

people whose lives have been changed by Financial Peace University (FPU)!  

 

What is Financial Peace University?  It’s the class that teaches you how to: 

 Pay off Debt Budget Save Money Give Generously 

 

This nine-lesson course taught by Dave Ramsey, Chris Hogan and Rachel Cruze helps 

you work a plan to nail a budget, defeat debt, and free yourself from money worries!  

 

You’ll join a small group for discussions and lessons — all rooted in biblical wisdom 

and common sense.  FPU includes your member workbook and a free year of 
Financial Peace Membership, with online tools created to support your journey.  

 

The course will be open to all interested persons.  Tell your friends about it.   

 

Classes start September 5 at Empire United Methodist Church at 6:30 PM.   

For more info, contact Tom Petersen at 231-334-4091.   
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 Grace E. Okerson is a young adult missionary serving with UMC Global Ministries in Florida.  

UMC Global Ministries partners with agencies and individuals to alleviate human suffering; seek 
justice, freedom and peace; strengthen congregations and communities; and make disciples of 
Jesus Christ.  Grace was born in Haiti, but is a resident of Miramar, Florida, where she is a 
member of the Miramar United Methodist Church in the Florida Annual Conference. She began 
her studies at Broward College and earned a Bachelors’ Degree in Social Science from the 
University of Central Florida in Orlando.  
Your LOUD OFFERING on August 25 will help with this effort.   If donation is made by check:  make payable to 

EUMC, memo: #13105Z.  Thank You! 
 

========================================================= 

 

From our UMW Library:   We’ve acquired a new book “The HIDDEN LIFE …  Awakened” by Kitty 

Crenshaw and Cathy Snapp, PhD.    “It’s a story for the ages … a call to never settle for an ordinary life or a predictable 
God.  You will love this remarkable life and book.”  ~ Dan Allender, PhD 
 When Betty Skinner was 42, her doctor told her, “You have a hole in your soul.”  In the 50 years that followed, 
Betty, now in her 90s, clinging only to her faith and a glimmer of hope, journeyed from desperate clinical depression to 

wholeness and profound wisdom --  well before anti-depressants and mindfulness were mainstream. 
 Emerging science now affirms that the organic path Betty traveled has the power to heal the broken 

body, mind, and spirit.  By changing her thought patterns, she changed her life. 
 With utter vulnerability and the beautiful view of hindsight, she reaches back with joy to 
offer her spiritual friendship and powerful encouragement to those of us still struggling on our 
own journey to the higher places. 
 

   Our next meeting: Tuesday, August 13 at 11:00 AM – we will be making pasties! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jubilee House Homeless Shelter Collection 
                                                       (“SOX BOX”) 
The need remains great for the friends who use the Jubilee House shelter during its open time of 10 AM to 2 PM.   They 
then spend their time walking the streets until an area church opens to provide supper. Hard-soled shoes and tennis 
shoes for the summer and fall along with jeans, jackets, sweatshirts, t-shirts, underwear and, as always, sox (five pairs 
a day are given to clients) are needed. Backpacks or sturdy big bags in which to carry their belongings are blessings. 
Items can be placed in the SOX BOX (in the Fellowship Hall) at any time. Monetary donations are also welcome for 
shelter staples. Rod Meade continues to deliver the items to Jubilee House.  

                                   THANK YOU for sharing. 

 

                             
                 Saturday, August 10 
                         8:30 AM  
                2nd Saturday of each month 
  
                             Fellowship Hall  

             Bring a Friend                    

 

The purpose of the United Methodist Women “shall be a community of women whose purpose 
is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a 
creative, supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the 
Global ministries of the church.”   
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     ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING 
     July 28, 2019 
In attendance: Sandy Mallory, Gerri Sorbie, Bill Lyon, Jan Lyon, Shirley Solem, Kay Coombs, Marcella 
Bodah, Pat Smith, Jean Petersen, Tom Petersen, Roy Pentilla, Pastor Melody Olin, Denny Olin, Laurie 
Taghon, Jim Fowler, Kay Wilcox, Rod Meade. 

Meeting opened 10:45am by Sandy Mallory, chair; pastor Melody offered prayer. 
Minutes of June meeting read by Jan Lyon. – minutes approved. 
Sandy informed the council that our annual church conference was scheduled for October 6th. 
Committees were asked to review their 2019 goals and have 2020 goals returned by Sept. 20th. 
Sandy sent out email copies of the policies to be reviewed/approved. 
Review of policies: 

• Building use policy- It was determined to assign this to the trustees for review, considering the question as to whether it 
was necessary for the full Administrative Council to review use requests or any other changes necessary. Policy to be 
returned by August 25 board meeting. 

• Church cancellation policy- The council had approved purchase of an automated phone call program that would eliminate 
the need to make individual calls in case of cancellation. Jan Lyon will pursue to see if that has been acted on and if not get 
information to pursue it at this time. 

• Memorial policy – this policy will be reviewed by Denny Olin and Sandy Mallory. Roy requested that Methodist Discipline 
references be included in the policy. 

• Protection policy- It was suggested that someone from the ad board attend training available by the conference in this 
area, especially needed if we were to host an event where children or vulnerable adults would attend. Denny will get 
information as to when and where training is available. 

Updates: 

• Parsonage work is completed for the time being. 

• Sandy M. sent out an update on the District Superintendent’s visit. 

• Sound system/audio visual system is not moving along, still have $5,000 dedicated for this system. Denny will investigate 
that with Roger Noonan. 

• There will be no steak fry this summer due to the workload Roger N. has on his farm. Council members were encouraged to 
think of ways we could raise the $5,000 budgeted for income from the fry. Carole M. chair of finance committee will be 
notified and ideas on how to replace the income can be presented to Carole or to Sandy M. 

Committee reports: 
➢ Worship team- Kay C. reported that Shirley Solem has agreed to be communion steward during the months she is in the 

area. Kay also reviewed goals and presented the goal of church time change. Committee agreed on year-round start time to 
be 10:00 am. This will start in September. Bill Lyon will contact Dave Manners to make the sign change by that time. Kay 
also inquired if we wanted to continue with the summer church. There are costs incurred even though we have members 
who generously provide accommodations for the speakers. Kay questions if we are meeting goals we intended and wishes 
everyone to consider the question of continuation of this program. 

➢ Treasurer – Roy P. reported that we have taken $15,000 out of our endowment and $6,000 of budgeted funds to make 
parsonage repairs. He will wait until Sue Palmer, trustee chairperson, is available with final costs and the estimate for the 
heating and cooling before proceeding with any further draw on the endowment. 

 Comments:  We are not getting equitable compensation yet and it has been promised to us by the district superintendent. 
Denny assured us it will be forthcoming.  We will start putting financial information into the monthly beacon.   It was asked if 
interested people visited our web site and would they be able to contribute financially via the website? No, but Gerri Sorbie said she 
would investigate that possibility. 

➢ Education- Sunday school on summer hiatus.  
➢ Hospitality- welcome bags replenished. Letter by Rev. Harnish shows we may be failing to be as welcoming after worship 

and in coffee hour; we will be more attentive to this issue in the future. Jan L. will send out the greeter’s responsibility 
outlines again. 

➢ Missions- The committee requested money and approval to buy the Dave Ramsey course “It’s time to take Financial 
Peace.”  This is a 9-week course which will be presented by Tom and Jean Petersen. The cost is $129.99 per household. The 
cost to the church for the program is $158.99. The program is open to the congregation and the community. The program 
will start Sept. 5th and end October 31st. Approved by the council. 

➢ EUMW- The women will meet August 13th. The pasties are all sold out and more will be made at this meeting. 
      (continued next page) 
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Pastor’ Report - Pastor Melody is asking us to provide information that can be given to the DS at our church conference about 
partnerships we have with the community. The question about the general conference potential split regarding same sex marriages, 
and LGBTQ ordinations was brought up. It is a confusing topic and the Pastor and leadership agreed that the congregation needs to 
be educated on what is currently being discussed in order to better determine the direction our church may take. 
Meeting adjourned 12:20 pm NEXT MEETING: August 25 after worship 
   
Minutes submitted by Jan Lyon, EUMC lay leader. 

 

ANNUAL CHURCH CHARGE CONFERENCE 

What this means to members 
 
When it comes to United Methodist organizational structure, all roads lead back to the local church – the basic unit of our 
denomination’s structure.  The heart of the local church ministry is continuing – and extending – Jesus Christ’s ministry and out-
reaching love.  Each congregation is part of a district, an administrative grouping of approximately 40 to 80 churches with a fulltime 
district superintendent. 
 
The Empire United Methodist Church is part of the Northern Waters District, which is divided into HUB Connections.  The HUBs 
were created to break open the doors of the churches to see not only the communities that surround them but the neighboring 
churches.  A Charge Conference or Church Conference governs each local church, with a Church Council as the year-round supervisor.  
The primary  purpose of holding the church conference is to review and evaluate the total mission and ministry of the church, receive 
reports, and adopt objectives and goals recommended by the Church Council.   
 
The congregation from Empire UMC is invited to attend; although, only full, professing members of the church may vote on any 
motions before the group.   
 
The HUB is an opportunity for the EUMC to show support of its church leadership, meet new folks, and view visioning projects from 
other churches. 
 

Save the date for our 2019 charge conference HUB meeting:    
  Sunday, October 6 at Mosaic Church/District Office – 6:00 PM.  More information to follow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
August 4   Rev. Mike Hickok   Sermon: “Our Walk with Him”   (Luke 24: 28-35)   Rev.  Hickok has been a pastor 
in the Northern Illinois Conference of the United Methodist Church since 1992.  He has led youth mission trips across the 
United States and adult mission teams to Russia.  Holy Communion will be served. 
 
August 11 Pastor Melody Olin, preaching    
 
August 18   Rev. Jack Harnish   Sermon:  “Don’t Bury Me Here.”   (Genesis 50:22-26, Exodus13:19-22,  
Joshua 24 :32)     Rev. Harnish retired from First United Methodist Church of Birmingham, MI.  He also served as the 
Associate General Secretary for the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry of the United Methodist 
Church, working with programs of clergy training around the world. 
 
August 25 Pastor Melody Olin, preaching 
 

 

“Over the Trails” 

5th Annual Community Worship Service 
The Glen & Ella Noonan Speaker Series 
Every Sunday in August  - 9:30 AM 

Hearing God Along the Trails of Life 
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Northern Waters encompasses 77 United Methodist churches and 16 multi-point charges. It is one of nine districts in the Michigan 
Conference.  

NEW DS TOURS EUMC 
 District Superintendent Jodie Flessner met with Kay Wilcox, Roy Pentilla, Tom and Jean 
Petersen, Sue Palmer, Denny Olin and Sandy Mallory on July 9.  Her tour of Northern Waters 
District churches was to find out what we are “excited about.”  We shared that we were  
“excited about” having a new pastor, Pastor Melody Olin, and new administrative secretary, 
Christine Adams; our 2019 summer speakers’ series which started on July 7 and that we were 
thankful for 7-8 children on most Sundays.  It’s the “newness of everything” that excites us. 
 Comments were made that we’ve grown our community events (Arts & Crafts Show, 
benefit dinners, Anchor Days participation); and how the church has come together as a 
“community.”   Our time together was rewarding. 

       Rev. Jodie Flessner 

NORTHERN WATERS DISTRICT 
District Office:     1249 Three Mile Rd., S.  Traverse City, MI  49696 
                                                                             231-947-5281 

 
Rev. Jodie Flessner, District Superintendent 

Jill Haney, Executive Assistant Dennis Olin, District Lay Leader 

 
 

Are you looking for a way to make a big difference to   
further our mission? 
If you are 70-1/2 or older you may be interested in a way to lower the income and taxes from your IRA withdrawals.  An 
IRA charitable rollover is a way you can help continue our work and benefit this year. 
 
BENEFITS OF AN IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER: 

• Avoid taxes on transfers of up to $100,000 from your IRA to Empire United Methodist Church 

• Satisfy your required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year 

• Reduce your taxable income, even if you do not itemize deductions 

• Make a gift that is not subject to the deduction limits on charitable gifts 

• Help further the work and mission of Empire United Methodist Church 
 
HOW AN IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER GIFT WORKS 

• Contact your IRA plan administrator to make a gift from your IRA to Empire United Methodist Church 

• Your IRA funds will be directly transferred to Empire United Methodist Church to help continue our important 
work 

• Please note that IRA charitable rollover gifts do not qualify for a charitable deduction. 
       The EUMC Financial Team 
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Anchor Day Float Prep …  
before “torrential rains” cancelled the parade! 
 

 
Mike Hasselbeck helping the “crew” 

 

 
 

 
L to R: “The Crew” - Gerri Sorbie, Pat Smith, Gwen Denny, Jean Petersen, Pastor Melody  

and Candy Hasselbeck (photographer) 
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 MONTHLY CALENDAR 
1ST Sunday of every month: 
Holy Communion served – “Take communion as often as you can.  It’s food for the journey.”    
All are welcome. 

▪ Leelanau Area Food Pantry Collection 
Donations of canned goods and packaged food are collected for the Leelanau Area Food Pantry.  The 
pantry is always in need of volunteers.  Please contact  Elaine Pentilla  for more information. 

▪ Men’s Breakfast – 2nd Saturday of the month at 8:30 AM 
▪ United Methodist Women meet – 2nd Tuesday of the month at 11:00 AM 
▪ ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL –  4th Sunday after worship - Your participation and service is 

appreciated! 
Last Sunday of every Month:   Loud Offering (save your change) – to help a wide variety of ministries and the Pastor’s 
Discretionary Fund (for local families in need). 
 

 
 
 

  

 
     
   

      
    
    

    DATE       COUNTERS                     HOSTS READERS       USHERS    

 08.04 B Lyon   S Mallory   J Petersen J Petersen  B Alton  J Dorsey 
 08.11 J Lyon   B Noonan           K Peekstok    M Goodrick  D Giddis T Egeler 
 08.18 T Petersen G Sorbie L Taghon       J Lyon   L Taghon J Lyon 
 08.25 K Coombs   R Merillat K Coombs K Coombs   D Davis  P Mallory 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Betsy Ross (Kay Coombs) and John Wesley (Sandy Mallory) getting ready for the Anchor Day Parade!  

Our Vision Statement:   
Be a Companion in Faith to All, That Jesus Christ May Live in All. 
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Serving as the Hands & Feet of Christ 
135 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2019 
The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH.  Our mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street, 

Empire, MI 49630.  We can be reached at 231.326.5510 or 
www.empireumc@centurytel.net.  Information and items for publication 
must be received at the church office by the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to hear others, 
share in God’s truths, join in worship, and celebrate in the Joy of God’s 
grace.”  
 
                                  AUGUST    SUNDAYS  
9:00 AM  Choir rehearsal 
9:30 AM  Worship Service 
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
10:00 AM  Worship Team 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
10:00 AM  Worship Team  
2:30 PM  Bible Study – Rev.  Tom Petersen 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
               EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
PO Box 261 - 10050 Michigan Street 
        Empire  MI  49630       
       TO: 
 
Rev. Melody Olin, Pastor 
(231) 326-5510              
empireumc@centurytel.net 
pastor_empireumc@centurytel.net  
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church     
Website: www.empiremiumc.org 
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