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Our New Pastor    
 

   
 

Meet the Olin family. . . 
Pastor Melody has been married to her husband, Denny, for 37 years.  Their daughter, Amanda, and 5 yr. 
old granddaughter, Lidia, live with them.   Denny has a son, Don, who has 3 sons, and his wife, Kadie, 
who has a son & daughter and they live in Grand Rapids.    
 
Pastor Melody Olin served as an administrative assistant for 11 years at the Lakeview UMC when she 
answered her call to ministry at an Emmaus Walk.  From there God began opening every door in her 
process to serve as a United Methodist Pastor.  She received her Local Pastor License in November 2006 
while she was serving at a 3-point charge (Winn, Coomer, & Blanchard-Pine River UMCs).  Pastor Melody 
graduated in 2012 from Course of Study at Emory University at Candler School of Theology in Atlanta, 
Georgia.  She has been serving at Old Mission Peninsula UMC for the past nine years and is looking 
forward to serving at the Empire UMC.  
 
Pastor Melody’s appointment at EUMC begins July 1. 

Welcome to Empire 
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THE BEACON                                                                                                                                                          JUL 2019 

 
 
Ask The UMC: What is Ordinary Time? 
 The Christian year includes two central cycles focused on major events in the life of Christ: the Christmas cycle 
(Advent-Christmas-Epiphany) and Easter cycle (Lent-Easter-Pentecost).   
 Each of these seasons begins with a time of preparation and anticipation followed by a time of celebration. 
Ordinary Time follows each cycle. 
 The word "ordinary" here does not mean “routine” or “not special.”  Instead, it refers to the "ordinal numbers" 
(first, second, third, etc.) used to name and count the Sundays (such as the Third Sunday after Epiphany).  This term 
comes from the Latin ordinalis, meaning "numbered" or "ordered," and tempus ordinarium, “measured time.” 
 The first period of Ordinary Time, called the Season after Epiphany, begins on Epiphany Day and ends on the day 
before Ash Wednesday (the beginning of Lent).  The central theme of this season is the calling of disciples and the early 
ministry of Jesus. 
 For some congregations, this will mean a focus on evangelism, as found in the Old Testament and Gospel 
readings for each week. For others, the focus will be preparing to help others grow in their discipleship. The Epistle 
reading each week emphasizes this. 
 The second period of Ordinary Time, the Season after Pentecost (which we are in at the present time) follows 
the Easter cycle. It begins the day after Pentecost and continues to Advent.  The purpose of this season is to support 
new disciples and the whole congregation in living out the gifts and callings discerned during the Easter Season and 
commissioned on the Day of Pentecost. 
 Every year, Christians experience the contrast between the central seasons of Christmas and Easter, where we 
see God in the events around the coming of Christ, and the in-between times, where we see, speak about and join God’s 
ongoing work in the world. 
 We thus experience two regular cycles of preparation, celebration and action in ministry each year, with the 
Ordinary Times as the primary periods of action.    

This content was produced by Ask The UMC, a ministry of United Methodist Communications. First published June 4, 2019.  

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-gospel
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-gospel
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-epistle
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-epistle


THE BEACON                                                                                                                                                          JUL 2019 

Mobility Worldwide (formerly P.E.T. Project)  
Mobility Worldwide (Personal Energy Transportation  [P.E.T.] 
project) is a way for EUMC members to take part in a ministry that is 
transformational for leg-handicapped people around the globe.  
Volunteers from area churches manufacture these vehicles in shops in 
Holland, MI, and other areas in the U.S.  It costs about $250 to build a 
child-size vehicle and ship it to a U.S. port.  Your LOUD OFFERING 

donation on July 28 will help with this effort.   Thank You! 
 

========================================================= 

 

SAVE THE DATE: July 9 – UMW Picnic  
The Empire unit of United Methodist Women will meet on Tuesday, July 9 at 11:30 AM for the 

annual UMW picnic at Gwen Denny’s home.  All women of the church are invited to attend.  Please 
bring a dish to pass. 
 
Pasties are available for $6 each – contact Gwen Denny or Jean Petersen. 
The purpose of the United Methodist Women “shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to 
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship and to expand 
concepts of mission through participation in the Global ministries of the church.”   
 
 

========================================================= 

 

Jubilee House Homeless Shelter Collection 
                                                       (“SOX BOX”) 
The monthly Beacon info for Jubilee House varies little, but the need remains great for the Friends who use the shelter 
during its open time of 10 AM to 2 PM and then walk the streets until an area church opens to provide supper. Hard-
soled shoes and tennis shoes for the summer and fall along with jeans, jackets, sweatshirts, t-shirts, underwear and, 
as always, sox (five pairs a day are given to clients) are needed. Backpacks or sturdy big bags in which to carry their 
belongings are blessings. Items can be placed in the SOX BOX (in the Fellowship Hall) at any time. Monetary donations 
are also welcome for shelter staples. Rod Meade continues to deliver the items to Jubilee House.  

                                   THANK YOU for sharing. 
 

============================================================ 

                             
                 Saturday, July 13 
                    8:30 AM  
                2nd Saturday of each month 
  
                             Fellowship Hall  

             Bring a Friend                    
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     ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL  
                      MEETING 
     June 23, 2019 
 

Present: Rod Meade, Sue Palmer, Sandy Mallory, 
Roger Noonan, Beth Noonan, Kay Wilcox, Aggie 
Wilson, Tim Egeler, Marcella Bodah, Jean Peterson, 
Kay Coombs, Dan Davis and Jim Fowler   
  
A brief Administrative Council Meeting was held after 

worship services.  Pastor Kay Coombs opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 
Sue Palmer gave a report on the work being done at the parsonage.  There is still much work to be done before Pastor 
Melody can move in on Thursday, June 27. 
 

The new district superintendent Rev. Jodie Flessner will make a 1/2-hour visit to our church on July 7th at 9:30 
AM.  Coffee and snacks will be provided.  Please prepare any questions in advance so they can be discussed 
with her. 
 
A reception (please bring a dish to pass) and card shower is planned for July 14 to welcome Pastor Melody.  
 
Our new office secretary, Christine,  will start working on June 24th.   
 
Plans were made to take Laurel out to lunch to thank her for her service to our church.  It is planned for Friday, 
June 28 at Boone Docks Restaurant at 12:00 noon.  We would like to give her a dinner gift certificate also.   
 
Sandy Mallory discussed the treasurer's report. 
 
The benefit dinner for Sandi Flack raised $1085.  This money will be used by her family for gas, food and 
lodging while Sandi is at U of M hospital having her surgery and recovery.  
 
COMING EVENTS: 

• Vacation Bible School  - June 24 – 28 (9:00 AM-12 Noon) at St. Philips Catholic Church.  L. Taghon 
reported that plans are in place and several volunteers from EUMC to help. 

• Glen & Ella Noonan Summer Speaker Series – K. Coombs Flyers are being distributed and asked for 
financial help to keep the series going.  

• Missions Commission – Rod Meade.  Next meeting is July 11 at 1:00 PM. 
 
Memorial – Aggie Wilson.  Nothing to report. 
UMW – Jean Petersen.  Pasties have been made and are for sale.   

 
The next Administrative Council meeting will be July 28 after worship. 
Motion by J. Peterson, second by R. Mead to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 12:06.  
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
      Beth Noonan, recording secretary 
  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi2x_eTit3gAhWF4IMKHTzDDNcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fsuncityaz.org%252Frcsc%252Fboard-and-committee-meetings%252F%26psig%3DAOvVaw0t-tA1eAJRGkCaqb_bqXQx%26ust%3D1551396923444231&psig=AOvVaw0t-tA1eAJRGkCaqb_bqXQx&ust=1551396923444231
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“Over the Trails” 

5th Annual Community Worship Service 

Every Sunday 

July & August  at 9:30 AM 

 
Visitors Welcome! 

 
Guest speakers for the interfaith services are: 

  
July 7   Rev. Benton Heisler    Sermon: “Closer to God” (Genesis  5:18-29).  Rev.  Heisler serves as the Director of 
Connectional Ministries of the Michigan Conference of the United Methodist Church. In 2008 Benton was awarded  ‘The 
John and Ruth Mount Outstanding Alumni Award for Parish Ministry, by the Methodist Theological School in Ohio. 
 
July 21 Rev. Jon Reynolds  Sermon:  “You Ate with Who?”   (Acts 11:1-18)    Rev. Reynolds is an Associate Pastor at 
Cass Community Church in Detroit.  He was involved in the United Methodist Church Start Urban Village Church while in 
Seminary and served for 6 years at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church in Rochester, MI. 
 
August 4  Rev. Mike Hickok   Sermon: “Our Walk with Him”   (Luke 24: 28-35)   Rev.  Hickok has been a pastor in the 
Northern Illinois Conference of the United Methodist Church since 1992.  He has led youth mission trips across the United 
States and adult mission teams to Russia.   
 
August 18  Rev. Jack Harnish   Sermon:  “Don’t Bury Me Here.”   (Genesis 50:22-26, Exodus13:19-22, Joshua 24 
:32)     Rev. Harnish retired from First United Methodist Church of Birmingham, MI.  He also served as the Associate 
General Secretary for the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry of the United Methodist Church, working with 
programs of clergy training around the world. 

 

The Glen & Ella Noonan Speaker Series 
A Summer Series on Hearing God Along the Trails of Life 

at 

EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwizoIGgtoXjAhXCG80KHUkyDH8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fgrayling-mi.com%252Fattractions%252Fhartwick-pines-state-park%26psig%3DAOvVaw1tpMfDlzp5vL2KAwEyN7G2%26ust%3D1561579100966387&psig=AOvVaw1tpMfDlzp5vL2KAwEyN7G2&ust=1561579100966387
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Northern Waters encompasses 77 United Methodist churches and 16 multi-point charges. It is one of nine 
districts in the Michigan Conference.  

 
 

NEW DS WHIRLWIND TOUR 
Our new DS, Jodie Flessner, wants to see the district and the churches. “Like many of you, I 
look forward to summer as a time of renewal and vacation, so if you are out of town on the 
day I’m stopping by your church, please continue with your plans.  Otherwise I’ll be at each 
church about ½ an hour and I would love to see whoever wishes to stop by to share with me 
about your church home or just to chat.” 
 
Rev. Flessner  will visit EUMC on Tuesday,  at 9:30 AM. July 9.  We will meet in Fellowship Hall; 
the coffee will be ready.  Please follow her on our Northern Waters District Face Book page.  

 

CHURCH COMMUNICATIONS TRAINING 
We are continuing to bring you meaningful and helpful training events. 
This next one is on July 20th at Mosaic/District Office, starting at 8:30 
am with coffee and chocolate! And, you’ll be done by noon. 
 
Kim Burch (Communications Coordinator) and Amber Hassler (Director 
of Social Media) from TC Central will be the presenters for “Church 
Communications.”   
    

Here’s the deal... A lot of people believe the basics of church communication are too hard to master.  
(Don’t worry, you’ll be out by noon!) 

Conversation Topics:  

• 3 Secret Questions for Church Communicators  

• Defining Your Brand  

• Creating Your Strategy Taking Action & Bringing it All Home 
Go to our website to RSVP:  Northernwatersdistrict.michiganumc.org 
 

 
NORTHERN WATERS DISTRICT 
District Office:     1249 Three Mile Rd., S.  Traverse City, MI  49696 
                                                                             231-947-5281 

 
Rev. Jodie Flessner, District Superintendent 

Jill Haney, Executive Assistant Dennis Olin, District Lay Leader 
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 MONTHLY CALENDAR 
1ST Sunday of every month: 
Holy Communion served – “Take communion as often as you can.  It’s food for the 
journey.”   All are welcome. 
Á Leelanau Area Food Pantry Collection 

Donations of canned goods and packaged food are collected for the 
Leelanau Area Food Pantry.  The pantry is always in need of volunteers.  Please contact  
Elaine Pentilla  for more information. 
Á Men’s Breakfast – 2nd Saturday of the month at 8:30 AM 
Á United Methodist Women meet – 2nd Tuesday of the month at 11:00 AM 
Á ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL –  4th Sunday after worship - Your participation and service is appreciated! 

Last Sunday of every Month:   Loud Offering (save your change) – to help a wide variety of ministries and the 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for local families in need). 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
     
   

      
    

    
    DATE       COUNTERS                       HOSTS READERS       USHERS    

 07.07 B Lyon   S Mallory   L Taghon J Petersen  J Fowler T Egeler 
 07.14 J Lyon   B Noonan           S Palmer    M Goodrick  J Dorsey B Alton 
 07.21 T Petersen G Sorbie J Lyon        J Lyon   L Taghon J Lyon 
 07.28 K Coombs   R Merillat S Mallory K Coombs   D Davis  P Mallory 
 
    

To all the wonderful 

volunteers who worked on the 

parsonage to ready it for 

Pastor Melody and her family.  

 

  

Our Vision Statement:   
Be a Companion in Faith to All, That Jesus Christ May Live in All. 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/37766.htm
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjY34DFmYbjAhUPQ80KHYMNCQkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F481181541409631337%2F&psig=AOvVaw0uABDXTSrDFWIGiO6gLEqf&ust=1561605910606438
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartmag.com%2Fimages%2Fthank-you-volunteers-clipart-20.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartmag.com%2Fthank-you-volunteers-clipart&docid=CrFX7o6g8HgihM&tbnid=wiTQAImceIbiPM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjG9OK0tojjAhUUH80KHYxZDTUQMwhGKAQwBA..i&w=2056&h=710&hl=en&bih=787&biw=1600&q=thank%20you%20volunteers%20free%20clip%20art&ved=0ahUKEwjG9OK0tojjAhUUH80KHYxZDTUQMwhGKAQwBA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Serving as the Hands & Feet of Christ 
135 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2019 
The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH.  Our mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street, 

Empire, MI 49630.  We can be reached at 231.326.5510 or 
www.empireumc@centurytel.net.  Information and items for publication 
must be received at the church office by the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to hear others, 
share in God’s truths, join in worship, and celebrate in the Joy of God’s 
grace.”  
 
                         JULY   &   AUGUST    SUNDAYS  
9:00 AM  Choir rehearsal 
9:30 AM  Worship Service 
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
10:00 AM  Worship Team 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
10:00 AM  Worship Team  
2:30 PM  Bible Study – Rev.  Tom Petersen 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
               EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
PO Box 261 - 10050 Michigan Street 
        Empire  MI  49630       
       TO: 
 
Rev. Melody Olin, Pastor 
(231) 326-5510              
empireumc@centurytel.net 
pastor_empireumc@centurytel.net  
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church     
Website: www.empiremiumc.org 
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