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The Pastor’s Page            
 

Welcome to August!  For most, the summer is filled 

with opportunities for travel and fun in the sun.  In 

Empire it is the busy season with visitors and crowds of 

tourist.  We still get to enjoy the beauty of our world as 

we do all year long, but we also have the opportunity to 

consider how we can be invitational toward the many 

people who come to our small town or with our friends 

and neighbors.   How do we relate to and connect with 

those around us in these summer months?   

Our summer speaker series and 9:30 AM worship 

time will continue throughout August.  The last of our 

guest speakers will be with us on August 5 and August 

19.  Rev. Jon Reynolds from the Cass United Methodist 

Church will be speaking on John 21:1-14 with his 

sermon title being “Fishing for the Second Time.” On 

the 19th Dr. Jeffrey Weima who is a Professor of New 

Testament at Calvin Theological Seminary will be 

speaking on Luke 14:25-33. His sermon is titled, “A 

Demanding Discipleship.”  I will be in the pulpit on the 

days we are not featuring a guest speaker.  I have been 

looking at the great fish stories in the Gospels.  My next 

sermon is from Luke 9:10-17; the story of Jesus feeding 

the 5000 with 5 loaves and 2 fish.  We will be thinking 

about the nature of God’s supply in the midst of what 

seems to us to be scarcity. How does God’s grace meet 

our needs today?  I hope you can make it to our Sunday 

Morning services for these interesting moments of 

worship.   Our services at this earlier time of 9:30 AM 

are visitor friendly and open to all.  We have recently 

installed a new sound system and greatly improved our 

listening quality.  (Although I am still looking for a 

person or two who is “tech-able” and wants to help run 

the system.  Give me a call, if you would like to help.)  

All of this we are doing in order to extend God’s 

invitation to others. 

To invite and to accept an invitation, is all part of 

answering God’s call within life.  Life is always 

changing, and new opportunities for meeting life are 

born.  I believe that many of those opportunities are God 

given, and even God created.  In living invitationally we 

may become more involved in God’s work.  
  

Of all the places to find some thoughtful words, 

the actor William Shatner (of Star Trek: Captain 

Kirk) writes:  

“Why say "yes"? "Yes" means opportunity. 

"Yes" makes the dots in your life appear. And if 

you're willing and open, you can connect these dots. 

You don't know where these dots are going to lead, 

and if you don't invest yourself fully, the dots won't 

connect. The lives you make with those dots always 

lead to interesting places.  

"No" closes doors. "Yes" kicks them wide open 

... As long as you're able to say "yes", the 

opportunities keep coming, and with them, the 

adventures. Say "no" to fear and complacency. Keep 

saying "yes" and the journey will continue.”  

    ― William Shatner, Shatner Rules: Your Guide to 

Understanding the Shatnerverse and the World at Large 

 

 Although Shatner’s perspective is not wholly 

religious, neither is it completely secular either. What 

are the God breathed moments of life for you?   How 

does saying yes or inviting others to be within those 

moments affect and change life?  May your summer 

be well lived and well connected.    

 

  Blessings, 

Pastor Russell Logston 
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SAVE THE DATE: 
• No meeting in August – Quilt Group will not meet until September. 

• August 9 -  Mission Day at Lake City UMC (car pool – meet at church @ 7:15 AM 

• Pasties – will prepare them after Labor Day (date to be announced) 

• September 11 (2nd Tuesday of the month) – next scheduled meeting 

• September 15 - District Annual Celebration at Epsilon UMC 

• Next Lions’ Dinner – October 1 

Check out new books on the shelf in the UMW Corner! 

 
 
 

Monday Morning Men’s Group @ 9:00 AM  
THE LECTIONARY study with Pastor Russell 

Tuesday Morning Group Study @ 9:30 AM 
 Study to resume in the fall. Pastor Russell, leader 

Thursday Bible Study @ 2:30 PM 
First & Second Samuel by Frank Johnson 

Pastor Tom Petersen, leader 

Everyone welcome!!! 
 

 

 

            

Rev. Ut To – Leader of the United Methodist Initiative in Vietnam 
Global Ministries’ Missionary Rev. Ut To has promoted the vision of 
growth for the United Methodist Church in Viet Nam by identifying and 
equipping the local leadership.                                 

 
Pastor Ut To is a member of the Michigan Area Conference and is 
working in Ho Chi Minh City and the Mekong Delta. Twelve congregations 
have been established in the past three years through his efforts. 
 
His salary is supported by the Michigan Area Conference. Donations from EUMC members will 

help further his projects. THANKS!!! 
 

 

 
Jubilee House Homeless Shelter Collection (“SOX BOX”)  

  
“Friends” of Jubilee House need seasonal clothing (currently, T-shirts, shorts and 
shoes - supportive walking shoes and tennis shoes for men and women)! Jackets, 
work pants, sweatshirts, baseball hats, belts, men’s and women’s underwear, and 
sox are greatly appreciated by the 45 to 50 friends who make use of the shelter 
daily. Backpacks or sturdy large bags in which to carry their belongings are 
blessings when the shelter is not open. Items can be placed in the SOX BOX (in the 
Fellowship Hall) at any time. Rod Meade (the delivery man) takes the items to the 
shelter where they are distributed. Personal hygiene items are also needed.  
Monetary donations are also welcome for shelter staples and ongoing repairs. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://s3.amazonaws.com/static.ragamuffinsoul.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/small_group20logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://carloswhittaker.com/2009/12/small-groups-is-it-time-for-a-change/&h=496&w=921&tbnid=WNsbNAO5b-AutM:&docid=Ku58KMVbk-oBdM&hl=en&ei=CpIFVp_3E8_lervFgogM&tbm=isch&ved=0CCwQMygPMA9qFQoTCJ-kmP3nksgCFc-yHgodu6IAwQ
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Empire United Methodist Church 

Steak FRY 

 
Sat., Aug. 18 

4:00 – 7:00 PM 
 

Enjoy a Grilled Steak, Red Skin Potatoes, Sweet Corn 
Dessert & Beverage 

 

Freewill Offering 
Proceeds to support Church Ministries 

 

Empire United Methodist Church 
10050 Michigan St., Empire 

231.326.5510           empireumc@centurytel.net 
www.empiremiumc.org  Facebook.com/Empire United Methodist Church 

  

mailto:empireumc@centurytel.net
http://www.empiremiumc.org/


THE BEACON                                                                                                                                                             AUGUST 2018 

"Camping Out!”    Genesis 28:16-22 
 Do you enjoy camping out?  Many people do.  Some invest in expensive equipment so that they can enjoy the 
outdoors and have some comforts of home at the same time.  One of the early bible personalities, Jacob, had a unique 
“camping out” experience.  As he was running from home, nighttime came, and he stopped to rest.  Having no camping 
equipment, he took a stone, “put it under his head and lay down to sleep” (Genesis 28:11, NIV).  During the night God 
spoke to him through a dramatic dream.  When he awoke, he confessed, “Surely the LORD is in this place” (Genesis 
28:16, NIV).  He took his “pillow,” the stone, and used it as a place of worship.  Then Jacob made a promise to God “Of 
all that you give me, I will give you a tenth” (Genesis 28:22, NIV).  Isn’t it marvelous that God can speak to us wherever 
we are?  Outside under the stars or in a quiet place – wherever, we can pray, listen, and make commitments that honor 
the Lord.  Even a commitment to give a tenth of our income to the Lord.” 
 
 

 

GOVERNANCE BOARD MEETING 
TUESDAY, AUG 28 -  5:00 PM  “Potluck Dinner” 
Please bring updates on your plans and projects.   

The Governance Board also consists of 2017 teams/committee members, who 
were asked to serve one additional year until the new governing setup is 

considered “working.”   Please plan to attend the meeting!  Your input is vital. 

 

 
Empire Anchor Day Parade – July 21 
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING  July 24, 2018  
Present:  Roy Pentilla, Kay Wilcox, Kay Coombs, Roger Noonan, Sandy Mallory, Sue Palmer, Barb Foged, Pastor 
Russell, Jean Petersen 
POTLUCK – Kay Coombs gave the blessing    
Pastor Russell opened the meeting with prayer. 
 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Approved as read; motion to approve by Roy Pentilla; 2nd by Kay Wilcox 
 

Pastor Russell reaffirmed our 2018 goals and reminded us that the whole congregation is in ministry together.  The purpose of the 
Governing Board is to be a visionary guide for the congregation.  We must use a master plan to engage people; to grow our 
congregation; share our values and ideas. 
NUTURE 

• Worship:  Shared feedback for the Noonan Summer Series worship services to date.  Consensus:  like the guest speakers, 
special music and incorporation of skits, readings into service; more relaxed order of service and 9:30 AM time.  Kay 
Coombs said she would be starting plans for 2019 in September and asked for input from those present and the 
congregation.   

• Education:  Sunday School on hiatus for July and August, but special activities for the children will be held.  Candy is in 
touch with the families.   Anchor Days float was assembled on July 21.  Although it was a very damp day for the parade, we 
had fun participating with James and Cece on the float.   

OUTREACH 

• Compassionate Care:  JoAnne continues to send cards to members of the congregation.  Team will meet in September to 
assess the need for meals, etc. for the home-bound.  New address for Jan Aylsworth:  Room #219 at Cordia. 

HOSPITALITY 

• Hosts are doing a good job 
OPERATIONS  

• Property/Trustees:  The parsonage is aging.  A new dishwasher has been purchased and will be installed soon.  The lower 
element of the hot water heater has been replaced; the septic has been pumped and a new lift pump installed in the lower 
level.    Parsonage  needs to be  powerwashed.  Need to schedule a work day for the parsonage (Aug. 13th after men’s 
breakfast) .    Sanctuary:    Have had trouble  getting return calls from Marshall Music.    Roger will check into it.    We need 
information on cost of microphone for choir; need new tape to cover wires on the carpeting;  need cost figures for Phase II  
(video) project. 
Grounds:  need to resolve issue with entrance to the parking lot.  The village says that it is our responsibility.   We will 
have to do the striping for parking spaces, and handicapped signs need to be replaced.  Maintenance:  Ihme Snow plowing 
bill will be paid when invoice is received. Contract  for snow plowing  (winter 2018-19) is being considered. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 

• Steak Fry is scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 18, 4-7 PM.  Food is donated; church will be responsible for serving, preparing 
desserts and beverage.  Volunteers need to be recruited.  Sign up sheet will be on the table in fellowship hall. 

• Read note from Eric Foged re:  Flag Pole -  Church members, please check on the condition of U.S. Flag and Christian Flag 
periodically and replace when necessary.  There are extras in the Custodian’s room.  The flag pole was erected by Jim 
Coombs, Marshall Morris and Eric Foged several years ago and hope that it will continue in good care. 

 
NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING: September 25, 5:00 PM  Potluck 
Meeding adjourned at 6:38 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted,      

Sandra Mallory, Secretary 

 

  MEN’S BREAKFAST 
  (2nd Saturday of Every Month) 

  Saturday, August 11 

  8:30 AM 

  Bring a friend or two! 
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“Crossing the Waters” 

Community Worship Service 
 

Every Sunday 
July & August at 9:30 AM 

 

Visitors Welcome 
 

Notable Guest Speakers 
    July 1  Rev. Jack Harnish 
    July 15  Rev. Sharon Brown 
    July 29  Rev. Benton Heisler 
    Aug 5  Rev. Jon Reynolds 
    Aug 19   Rev. Jeff Weima 
 

The Glen and Ella Noonan Speaker Series 
A Summer Series on 

“Hearing God’s Voice Amidst the Waters” 
====================================================== 

 

EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
10050 W. Michigan Street  Empire, MI  49630 
(231) 326-5510   www.empiremiumc.org 

http://www.empiremiumc.org/
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MONTHLY CALENDAR 

1ST Sunday of every month: 
Holy Communion served – “Take communion as often as 
you can.  It is food for the journey.”   All are welcome. 
▪ Leelanau Area Food Pantry Collection 
Donations of canned goods and packaged food are collected for the Leelanau 
Area Food Pantry.  The pantry is always in need of volunteers.  Please contact 

Pastor Russell or Elaine Pentilla  for more information. 
▪ Men’s Breakfast – 2nd Saturday of the month at 8:30 AM 
▪ United Methodist Women meet – 2nd Tuesday of the month at 11:00 AM 

Last Sunday of every Month:   Loud Offering – to help a wide variety of charities and the Pastor’s 
Discretionary Fund (for people in need). 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
     
   
  

 
 

   USHERS:     HOSTS: 
   08.05 Laurie Taghon Pete Mallory  08.05 Sue Palmer 
   08.12 Barb Fowler Jim Fowler  08.12 Sue Palmer 
   08.19 Bruce Alton Jan Lyon  08.19 Kay Coombs 
   08.26 Pete Mallory Jim Fowler  08.26 JoAnne Beare 
 
 

   COUNTERS:     READERS: 
   08.05 Bill Lyon  Sandy Mallory    08.05 Tom Petersen 
   08.12     Jan Lyon  Beth Noonan       08.12 Meredith Goodrick 
   08.19  Tom Petersen Gerri Sorbie          08.19 Sandi Flack 
   08.26 Rod Meade Kay Wilcox  08.26 Kay Coombs 

             

 
 
 

  

Our Vision Statement:   
Be a Companion in Faith to All, That Jesus Christ May Live in All. 

Where to look when: 
You are weary   –  read Psalm 95:1-7 
You seem too busy  –  read Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 
You can’t sleep   –  read Psalm 4, 56, 130 
You are tempted  –  read James 1 
Friends disappoint you  –  read 1 Corinthians 13 
Business is poor  –  read Ecclesiastes 5 
Nothing is going right  –  read II Timothy 3 
You bear a grudge  –  read Ephesians 4 
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Serving as the Hands & Feet of Christ 
134 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2018 
The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH.  Our mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street, 

Empire, MI 49630.  We can be reached at 231.326.5510 or 
www.empireumc@centurytel.net.  Information and items for publication 
must be received at the church office by the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to hear others, 
share in God’s truths, join in worship, and celebrate in the Joy of God’s 
grace.”  
   SUNDAYS 
9:30 AM  Worship Service 
                No Sunday School  
8:00 PM  AA Group 

 
MONDAYS 

9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
9:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study - Pastor Russell Logston 
10:00 AM  Worship Team 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
10:00 AM  Worship Team  
2:30 PM  Bible Study – Rev.  Tom Petersen 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 
                 EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
PO Box 261 - 10050 Michigan Street 
        Empire  MI  49630 
 
Rev. Russell K. Logston, Pastor 
(231) 326-5510              
empireumc@centurytel.net 
pastor_empireumc@centurytel.net  
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church    TO: 
Website: www.empiremiumc.org 

 
 

http://www.empireumc@centurytel.net
mailto:empireumc@centurytel.net

