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My father was musical, but he never sang that much.  He 

could play the violin (fiddle style), and a harmonica.  When he 
got together with his brother Norman, who played the piano, 
and Uncle Luther playing on his banjo, they could make some 
real music. Throw in a couple guitar players and we had a real 
band.  

 Anyway, growing up my dad taught me a little piece 
that he learned from his elementary school days.  He used to 
sing, 

“November skies are dreary, 
November skies are grey, 

But everyone is cheery come this Thanksgiving Day!” 
 

 It wasn’t exactly “Over the Waves” or the “Wabash 
Cannonball,” but it was simple and perhaps true enough to 
stick with me.  Also, what is fun about this little tune is that it 
is so old and obscure the internet doesn’t know about it.  
Googling the words hardly bring a person any additional 
knowledge about who wrote it or where it came from.  The 
first words bring up an index with the note to “See Brewster. 
Thanksgiving Song.”  

 Searching Brewster leads to: 
“Mary Brewster (ca. 1569 – April 17, 1627) was a Pilgrim 

and one of the women on the Mayflower. She was the wife of 
Elder William Brewster. She was one of only five adult 
women from the Mayflower to survive the first winter in the 
New World, and one of only four such to survive to the "first 
Thanksgiving" in 1621, which she helped cook.” 

 Or to her husband William Brewster who served as 
the minister to the Plymouth colony until 1629. 

 Can there be a connection between these old words 
and the pilgrims?  I can’t get enough information to say one 
way or the other, but I suspect that the pilgrims did find 
reason for both sorrow and joy that these few words seem to 
convey.  
 From here my search bounced to discovering other 
hymns and songs of Thanksgiving.  You might try searching 
for Johnny Cash’s “Thanksgiving Prayer” to get your spirit in  
.  

 

the right place for Thanksgiving Day.  One person on 
the internet lamented the way we overlook Thanksgiving 
Day in these modern days of rushing toward the decreas-
ing count of “shopping days till Christmas.”  That person 
offered up ten songs for the Thanksgiving season to listen 
to as a way of remembering what is important about the 
season.  Perhaps we can do ourselves and our world a 
favor by slowing down enough to truly consider the 
reasons we have to be “cheery” during these sometimes 
grey and dreary skies of November.  Perhaps we should 
remember to slow down enough to just be truly thankful 
for all that we have, and all the people in our lives both 
past and present, to whom we owe so much. 

Sometimes there is sorrow and certainly we miss 
those who are no longer with us.  Somehow the waning 
length of days during this time of the year may cause us 
to consider the shortness of life, but our God is ever 
gracious.  Can we not also be grateful for the many 
blessings poured out into our lives from so many 
directions?  Can we also not be joyful for parents, 
grandparents, and relatives who have given us a song to 
sing as we move through life?   

 In the end the seasons change.  Death gives birth 
to new life, and we shall walk with God in the early 
summer.   We must not pass up the opportunity to be 
thankful for God will certainly make all things new again.  
Amen. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Russell Logston  
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING  October 24, 2017  
 

Members Present:  Jim Fowler, Rod Meade, Jean Petersen, Gerri Sorbie, Pat Smith, Roy Pentilla, Sandy 
Mallory, Pastor Russell Logston, Carole Merillat 
Jim opened the meeting with prayer. 
Secretary’s report was read, amended, and approved. 
 
Pastor’s Report 
~Presented the poster for Noonan Summer Speaker for 2018 - “Crossing the Waters”. 

~ Pastor said that he was waiting for reply from Gary Step who will come and walk us through the Single 
Governance Model.  Books titled Leadership & Organization for Fruitful Congregations by Stephan Ross are available from Pastor 
Russell.   
~Ruth Lambkin passed away this morning.   
~Group met with Ascom representative and he said that our system is good.  He tweaked settings a little which improved the sound.  
Found headset microphone and got it adjusted for use.  He will work up proposals and prices for front screen and projector, 
integrated system with fellowship hall (so that when we have overflow, people can sit in fellowship hall and still hear what is 
happening in sanctuary), and integrating wireless system with existing system. 
~Nov. 11,  9:00-3:00 is District Main Event at Traverse Bay UMC.  Ray Buckley will be the main speaker.  Fee is $10 which includes 
lunch. 
~Nov. 8-11 Pastor Russell will be taking some time off for wedding anniversary. 
 
Pastor Parish Relations 
~Roger Noonan would like to have Box lunch event.   
~Sandy checked with health department and we do not need inspection for the event. 
 
Finance 
~Roy reported that we are behind on ministry shares (have only paid 6-7% of $16,708 we owe conference).   
~At this time we are $7,900 behind in revenue to meet budget for 2017.  For more details, see report on bulletin board. 
~Balance in checking $29,174. 
 
Trustees 
~Pat Smith will get time capsule ready to be put back in corner stone.  Get your items to her. 
Memorial – Pat has sent out “Thank You” notes for memorial contributions.  She will take name plates to have them engraved and 
added to Memorial board. 
 
Missions – Wed. Nov. 1

st
 5:00 PM starting new project titled “For Those Who Eat Alone”.  People who eat alone can come and eat 

with others.  See Jean Petersen for more details. 
Nov. 19

th
 is packing the Christmas Shoe Boxes for Samaritan’s Purse (after worship service). 

Education- Children love their new chairs in the Sunday School Room 
which were donated by Men’s group and UMW monies.  6 - 7 children 
have been attending and they want to help pack shoe boxes and also to 
sing for church. 
UMW – 12 women attended last meeting.  Barb Fowler presented 
program on world justice for women and children.  Christmas luncheon is December 5

th
. 

Men’s group – No Report.  Next men’s breakfast is Nov. 11
th

. 
Hospitality – Meeting for ushers and greeters went well. 
Worship Team – All Saint’s will be Nov. 5

th
.  We will be planning a candle lighting service to recognize those who have passed away 

this year. 
Compassionate Care – No report. 
Old Business – Swiss Steak Dinner is Oct. 27

th
.  Slab apple pie will be made the 26

th
 in AM along with getting tables set.  Fri. AM 

people will get steak cooking in roasters.  Free Will Offering for dinners.  Alternate Christmas Gift Giving Event will be Nov. 25
th

. 
No new business. 
Next Meeting November 28 -  6:30 PM 
Meeting adjourned 7:53 PM 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carole Merillat, Secretary 
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The MAIL EVENT 
Grand Traverse District      

Conference 
 

Saturday, November 11 
Traverse Bay UMC 
9:00 AM – 3:30 PM 
$10 per person (includes lunch) 

 

“Storytelling – Make Plain the Vision” 
Keynote Speaker:   Ray Buckley, author 

The Main Event features author Ray Buckley.  Ray is joining us from 
Alaska to talk about “Storytelling – Make Plain the Vision.” 
 
Included in the morning program will be mission grant highlights 
and business of the district.  After lunch, five exciting workshop 
opportunities will be presented:                                                                                
Ray Buckley, Native Storyteller & Author 

 Ray Buckley – storytelling for pastors and worship leaders.                   
He will help us tell our stories in regard to sharing the Vision or the Passion that we feel for our churches and for Jesus Christ.  What 
are our core values and aspirational values – and how do we shorten the gap between who we are and who we believe God is calling 
us to be? 

 Charles Boayue – The Bible: The Story of Call 
This workshop will present a unique way to understanding Holy Spirit as God’s Call on us.  The presenter will share his call story and 
examine how the Holy Bible is God’s call on us through story-telling.  Come, relax, and see how God invites us to enter the story 
before it is over. 

 Jan Huffman – Intergenerational Story Telling 
Stories shape our identity and help us connect across the generations.  Stories also nurture faith.  They bless and strengthen the 
Body of Christ.  We will, together, start with our stories and continue finding more opportunities and resources for next steps. 

 Frankfort UMC – The Art of Listening 
“Know this, my dear brothers and sisters; everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak.”  James 1:19a.  This workshop will offer 
practical ways to improve your listening skills as well as stressing the importance of being a good listener.  Learn how to effectively 
use listening skills to help explore content, feelings, and spiritual concerns. 

 Melanie Young – Archiving Church Stories – What Do We Keep? 
Pastor Melanie is the chairperson of the Conference Commission on Archives and History.  Does your church struggle with what to 
do with those files that keep piling up?  Are you running out of space?  Do you know what to do with old pictures or newsletters?  
Come and get your questions answered. 
 2:30 PM – Closing Worship with Holy Communion served 
 If you plan to attend, please contact Pastor Russell. 
 

 

COFFEE HOUR FELLOWSHIP – JOIN US! 
 Fellowship with like-minded believers is an essential element in God’s church.  Our English 
word for fellowship comes from the Greek word koinonia.  The root of this word, koinos, was regularly 
used in the ancient Greek language as a prefix with words like “family,” “home,” and “meeting.”  
The word “koinos” is loosely translated as “in common” or “together.”  Adding the prefix makes 
new words like: “the same family,” “a common home,” or “a public meeting.”   “Koinonia” was also 
commonly used to describe the most intimate relationship of a marriage.  So then, we can say that 
“fellowship: means “common fellows together” and eve “a relationship of like-minded people.” 

 So take time to connect with each other in fellowship.                           November 11  
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CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 
November 26 

 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100;Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46 

 

On Christ the King Sunday, we celebrate that God’s reign in the entire universe 

has already been accomplished.  At the same time, we anticipate the day when 

that reign will be accomplished in every human heart.  Just as Peter and Paul 

illustrate the divine/human tension of Jesus’ person, on Christ the King Sunday, 

we remind ourselves of the already/not-yet tension of God’s reign over all 

creation.  We pray, as Jesus taught us, “thy Kingdom come, they will be done, on 

Earth as it is in Heaven” (Matthew 6:10).                         
          Pastor Matthew L. Kelly, Bethlehem United Methodist Church, Clarksville, TN 
 

 

 

JUBILEE HOUSE 

“Sox Box” 

 

 

Awesome autumn brings brilliant 
colors and colder conditions: Adults, who 

use the shelter during its open time of 10 AM to 
2 PM and then walk the streets until an area 

church opens to provide supper, are in 
desperate need of walking shoes! Tennis 
shoes and hard-soled shoes give the clients 

some support.  
Other needs at this time of year include 

jeans, jackets, sweatshirts, underwear and, as 
always, sox (five pairs a day are given to 
clients). Backpacks or sturdy big bags (such as 

store bags for .99 or sturdier for $1.99) in 
which to carry their belongings are blessings. 

Items can be placed in the SOX BOX (in the 
Fellowship Hall) at any time. Monetary 
donations are also welcome for shelter staples.  

 

                   THANK YOU! 

 

 

 
 

Monday Morning Men’s Group 
9:00 AM 

Lectionary Study with Pastor Russell 

 

Tuesday Bible Study 
9:30 AM 

To resume shortly! 
Watch for announcements in 

Sunday Worship Bulletin 
 

Thursday Group Study 
2:30 PM    

Rev. Tom Petersen, Leader 
New Study Begins 

 
 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://s3.amazonaws.com/static.ragamuffinsoul.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/small_group20logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://carloswhittaker.com/2009/12/small-groups-is-it-time-for-a-change/&h=496&w=921&tbnid=WNsbNAO5b-AutM:&docid=Ku58KMVbk-oBdM&hl=en&ei=CpIFVp_3E8_lervFgogM&tbm=isch&ved=0CCwQMygPMA9qFQoTCJ-kmP3nksgCFc-yHgodu6IAwQ
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*ALTERNATIVE GIFT GIVING EVENT 
~ Gifts with a Cause ~ 

 

Saturday, November 25 

 

10:00 AM – 2:00 PM 
 

Empire United Methodist Church 
10050 Michigan Street, Empire 49630 

 

Cordially invites Christmas gift shoppers 
to consider purchasing a present that can help others. 

                               
 
Charitable gifts can be a way to pay it forward &  
give a gift that makes a difference this Christmas! 

 
“Share the joy!”      Stop in -- check it out!  

~Light Lunch Available~ 
 
Charities represented: 
Higher Ground – On the Grounds (free trade coffee)  Safe Harbor (TC homeless)  
Heifer Project   TC Women’s Resource Center    Samaritan’s Purse 

 P.E.T. Project   (Personal Energy Transportation)    HAITIAN Arts & Crafts 
  for adults/children with physical challenges  Church World Service 
 Jewelry-  Cokesbury Catalog “fair trade” items    Wings of Wonder 
 “The Red Dirt Road”        Buckets of Rain 

and more … 
 

For more information:       231.326.5510  empireumc@centurytel.net 
 
 

 
*What is alternative gift giving? 
 According to Wikipedia, alternative giving is a form of gift giving in which the giver makes a donation to 
a charitable organization on the gift recipient’s behalf, rather than giving them an item. The idea of giving 
something to one person by paying another was applied by Benjamin Franklin as a "trick [...] for doing a deal 
of good with a little money", which came to be known as "pay it forward." This form of giving is often used as 
an alternative to consumerism and to mitigate the impact of gift-giving on the environment.  

 

mailto:empireumc@centurytel.net
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gift
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charitable_organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Franklin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pay_it_forward
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consumerism
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Four months after an historic vote in Acme,  

The Michigan Conference takes shape. 

KAY DEMOSS 
Senior Editor-Writer, Michigan Area 

Four months after the Annual Conference adopted legislation that enabled the formation of The Michigan 
Conference, members of the Design Team are hard at work with leaders across the Area. What started as a 
concept, then a design, is now being built with real people in real space and time in Lansing, Grand Rapids and 
points all around.  
In a meeting held October 3, 2017 the Design Team heard progress reports on various key aspects of the plan.   
An update on re-districting was shared by Bishop David Bard. A Task Force has been at work on borders for the 
nine new districts. At the present time feedback is being received on what to name the districts; all districts will be 
renamed. It is anticipated that the map of the new districts will be released by year-end and that those districts will 
organize with the help of the newly appointed superintendents by mid-spring.  
 
Office relocation is also moving ahead. This fall conference staff currently operating out of offices in Flint and Grand 
Rapids will move to a new facility near the present Area Ministry Center. First to move to Clark Corners will be 
Treasury and Benefits employees. The Grand Rapids District Office and West Michigan connectional office staff will 
have new interim accommodation at First Place in downtown Grand Rapids. These moves are expected to take 
place by December 1, 2017. Offices will be ready in the Area Ministry Center in the spring to welcome new directors 
of Connectional Ministry, Clergy Excellence and Congregational Vibrancy. The Rev. Benton Heisler reported, “There 
are lots of moving parts but all staff have been flexible and adaptive in the midst of the changes.”  
 
Financial leaders are also managing transitions. The Conference Council on Finance and Administration will ask 
agencies to request bottom-line budgets for 2019 to enable more strategic budget-building later by the newly-formed 
agencies that succeed them. The Rev. Jerome DeVine said, “We are looking at 2019 as a year of stability.” The 
healthcare program remains in the development stage and a plan will be presented at the 2018 Annual Conference. 
The planners’ goal is to provide, “the same level of benefits.”  
 
Mission engagement has been a strong part of the life of both the Detroit and West Michigan conferences and the 
same is expected for the new Michigan Conference. Former Spotlight and Six Lanes projects have been invited to 
apply for inclusion in the new approach. The Conference Leadership Team is helping refine this process. Coaching 
and equipping the local church for mission will be a focus of conference mission leaders. The launch for the new 
model for mission engagement will take place at the 2018 Annual Conference.  
While programs and places are an important part of the life of the Annual Conference, people are primary. The two 
conferences’ Committees on Nominations have been working together for a year on the vital role volunteers play in 
ministry and mission in Michigan. A 2019 blended Nominations report for leadership will be brought to the 2018 
Annual Conference. It is anticipated that more than 400 persons will be “released” from conference roles and 
responsibilities to recommit themselves to discipleship in the local church. The Conference Personnel Committee 
has been active in conversation with present conference and district staff about their roles and a transition plan. 
Director positions will be announced by the end of 2017.   
 
January 1, 2019 will be the birthing moment for all that has been planned and promised over a 3 ½ year time. In the 
meantime, the Design Team continues to encourage and watch over the implementation of the plan adopted last 
June to assure a smooth transition. From the beginning of its work in September 2015, the Design Team has sought 
to nurture the creation of something new. Their ongoing role will help align what continues to emerge at the 
conference and district levels with that vision and discourage defaulting to what’s always been done. 
 
In his remarks Bishop Bard put the work of the Design Team and God’s people in Michigan within a faith-framework. 
He described, “Ripples of love moving in and out with a rhythm of Grace,” taking the process forward with healing, 
generosity, justice and kindness. 
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RED BIRD MISSION 
The Need: Poverty, isolation, lack of economic opportunity are the overarching 

circumstances of the community that create a variety of needs that are basic to human 

life and existence. Poverty rate among all people in our counties averages 30%. Hunger 

is widespread among all age groups. Access to quality education is limited in the public 

schools that are more distant from these remote communities. The availability of jobs is 

shrinking in our region as the coal industry in Kentucky has been hard hit by 

environmental regulations. Housing is inadequate and unsafe for many. The well-being 

of our elderly population is fragile due to their isolation and lack of transportation.  

The Goal: Red Bird Mission, guided by Jesus Christ, empowers individuals and 

advocates justice through spiritual, educational, health and community outreach 

ministries, so that people fulfill their God-given abilities for the good of their family and 

the community where they live.  

                    The Change as a result of this Advance project: More students will 

be prepared for entering universities with a clear goal to eventually reinvest in their home community to 

bring about systemic change. The changes in improved health will begin to move our communities from 

being some of the worst in the country to being a model to other communities for improving health. 

Families will be more self-reliant in their food source and the elderly will experience increased quality of 

life. We will begin to create a new pool of workers prepared for and participating in technology industries 

and fostering new industry in our communities. Families will be healthier and safer because of improved 

housing. 

 
 

                                   Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday 

November 11  8:30 AM 
                                    2nd Saturday of each month 

     Fellowship Hall Invite a friend or two! 
 
 
 
 
UNITED METHODIST STUDENT SUNDAY 

NOV 26 
 
Every year hundreds of students receive scholarships and 

loans funded by the United Methodist Student Day special 
offering.  

You can actually help provide students with the very 
materials and encouragement they need through this offering. 

When you give to United Methodist Student Day, you 
support students who are finding new ways to serve God in the 
world. Your contributions are needed more than ever.  Please 
consider supporting this mission. 

http://secure.umcom.org/Store/umc-giving/special-sundays-resources
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.  

ALL SAINTS DAY – NOV. 1 
On this Day of the Saints, let us give honor to those 

who hallowed this earth by their prayers and by the 

way they walked in the light of God. Let us remember 

the giants of faith on whose shoulders we stand. 
 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY - NOV. 5 
In the United Methodist Church, All Saints' Day is 

observed on the first Sunday in November to remember 

deceased members of the local church congregation. A 

candle is lit as names are lifted, followed by a prayer 

offered for each soul.   
 
 

#694 COME, YE THANKFUL PEOPLE COME    United Methodist Hymnal 
WORDS: Henry Alford, 1844alt. (Mark 4:26-29, Matthew 13:36-43   MUSIC: Hrothr J. Elvey, 1858 

 

Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest 
home; all is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin. 
God our Maker doth provide for our wants to be supplied; 
Come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest 
home. 
 
All the world is God’s own field, fruit as praise to God we 
yield; wheat and tares together sown are to joy or sorrow 
grown; 
first the blade and then the ear, then the full corn shall 
appear; Lord of harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and 
pure may be. 
 
Even so, Lord, quickly come, bring thy final harvest home;  
gather thou thy people in, free from sorrow, free from sin, 
there, forever purified, in thy presence to abide, come,  
with all thine angels, come, raise the glorious harvest home. 

 
 
 
 

START COLLECTING  
ITEMS NOW! 

 
Buy items from list (on Fellowship Hall table) 

Bring them to church. 
Donate toward shipping costs $9/box 

suggested) 
 

SHOEBOX PACKING 
SUNDAY, NOV. 19 

after worship 
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MONTHLY CALENDAR 
1ST Sunday of every month: 

Holy Communion served – “Take communion as often 
as you can.  It is food for the journey.”   All are 
welcome. 
Leelanau Area Food Pantry Collection 

Donations of canned goods and packaged food are collected for the Leelanau Area Food Pantry.  The pantry is 
always in need of volunteers.  Please contact Pastor Russell, Barbara Foged or Sue Palmer for more 
information. 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETS MONTHLY – 4th TUESDAY: all committees meet at 6:00 PM;  
 6:30 PM Administrative Council.    Your participation is encouraged and your support is appreciated! 
Last Sunday of every Month:  
Loud Offering – to help a wide variety of charities and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for people in need). 
 
 

 
 
 
 

     COUNTERS: 
  11.01 Bill Lyon          Sandy Mallory 
  11.08 Barb Foged     Sue Palmer 
  11.15 Marilyn Johnson Gerri  Sorbie 
   11.22 Kay Coombs  Roger Merillat        
  11.29 Rod Meade  Kay Wilcox 
 

 USHERS/GREETERS:      READERS: 
  
11.01 Pete Mallory Tim Egeler  11.01 Tom Petersen 
11.08 Bill Lyon Jan Lyon  11.08 Meredith Goodrick 
11.15 Jim Sorbie Jack Gardner  11.15 Sandi Flack 
11.22 Mary Horney JoAnne Beare  11.22 Rod Meade 
11.29    Pete Mallory  Tim Egeler   11.29    Kay Coombs  
 
 

Daylight saving Time 
Ends 

 

Sunday, Nov. 5 @ 2:00 AM 

Our Vision Statement:   
Be a Companion in Faith to All, That Jesus Christ May Live in All. 
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The Hands & Feet of Christ 
132 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2017 
The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH.  Our mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street, 

Empire, MI 49630.  We can be reached at 231.326.5510 or 
www.empireumc@centurytel.net.  Information and items for publication 
must be received at the church office by the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to hear others, 
share in God’s truths, join in worship, and celebrate in the Joy of 
God’s grace.”  
 
10:30 AM  Worship Service 
10:45 AM                Sunday School & Nursery  
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
9:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study - Pastor Russell Logston 
10:00 AM  Worship Team 

TUESDAYS 
9:30 AM  Bible Study with Pastor Russell Logston 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
10:00 AM  Worship Team  
2:30 PM  Bible Study – Rev.  Tom Petersen 
4:00 PM  Choir rehearsal  
 
 
 

 

 
  

 
 
                 EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
PO Box 261 - 10050 Michigan Street 
        Empire  MI  49630 
 
Rev. Russell K. Logston, Pastor 
(231) 326-5510              
empireumc@centurytel.net 
pastor_empireumc@centurytel.net  
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church    TO: 
Website: www.empiremiumc.org 

 
 

http://www.empireumc@centurytel.net/
mailto:empireumc@centurytel.net

