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 As we have been thinking about the Stewardship of 

our church I have concluded that we may be better off 

addressing this issue throughout the year rather than having 

just a fall campaign once a year.  For us so many people leave 

for warmer climates by the time Fall comes around.  To place 

the Stewardship message during just one time tends to leave 

some people out of the conversation. 

 We will still have a commitment Sunday and invite 

you to make a yearly pledge to the church, but about once a 

month you may expect to hear something about Stewardship 

being mentioned in some way.   

 Stewardship doesn’t have to be stuffy, boring, or off 

putting.  Stewardship is a matter of acknowledging the 

blessings we have received and the potential that God has put 

into our lives for helping others and proclaiming the good 

news of Jesus Christ.  Sometimes it can even be humorous.   

 With that I share some quotes off a page I found on 

the internet titled, “Some Awful Stewardship Jokes and 

Mostly Okay Sermon Illustrations.”   Are you ready for these? 

 The Sunday school teacher was just finishing a lesson 

on honesty. “Do you know where little boys go if they don’t 

put their money in the collection plate?” the teacher asked. 

“Yes ma’am,” a boy blurted out. “They go to the movies.” 

  

 Top Nine Reasons We Should Tithe: 

 9. Your church started a new stewardship drive: every time 

you give your chances of winning increase!  

8.  There’s no money for new choir robes, so the choir has 

started wearing their bathrobes during the service.  

7.  The last few Sunday’s the Treasurer has gotten up half way 

through the service and turned the heat/air-conditioning 

off.  

6.  The Preacher has worn the same suit every Sunday for the 

past three years.  

5.  The Deacons are starting to drool and growl as they collect 

the offering!  

4.   The Treasurer has started wearing sackcloth and ashes!  

3.  You tried to call the Church Office last week but found that 

the phone has been disconnected!  

2.  Parking meters had to be installed in the church parking lot.  

 

 

And, the Number One Reason to Tithe...  

 

1.  As a Christian you understand the privilege it is to have 

a partnership in the Gospel! (See Malachi 3:8-10) 

 

 In Las Vegas Churches it may come as a surprise 

to those of you not living in Las Vegas, but there are more 

churches than casinos. Not surprisingly, some worshippers 

at Sunday services will give casino chips rather than cash 

when the basket is passed. Since they get chips from many 

different casinos, the churches have devised a method to 

collect the offerings. The churches send all their collected 

chips to a nearby Franciscan monastery for sorting and 

then the chips are taken to the casinos of origin and cashed 

in. This is done by chip monks!  

  

I hope these few quips might make you smile and yet 

stop and think about what stewardship is supposed to be. 

God has called us to a partnership within the proclamation 

of the Gospel.  How much of your time, talents, gifts, 

service, and witness are you truly investing in this 

endeavor?  How much should belong to God? 

 

Blessings, 
Pastor Russell Logston  

 
 

 
 

CONNECT, INSPIRE, EQUIP, REPEAT 
 
¶125 “United Methodists throughout the world are 
bound together in a connectional covenant in which we 
support and hold each other accountable for faithful 
discipleship and mission …we seek to proclaim and 
embody the gospel in ways responsible to our specific 
cultural and social context while maintaining ‘a vital web 
of interactive relationships’” ¶132 (Book of Discipline, 
2012). 
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING  September 26, 2017  
 
Present:  Jim Fowler, chair; Sandy Mallory – co-chair; Kay Wilcox; Bill and Jan Lyon; Kay Coombs, Roger 
Noonan – SPRC chair; Barb Foged, Sue Palmer, Rod Meade, Pat Smith, Laurie Taghon, Pastor Russell, Sandy 
Mallory, Gerrie Sorbie 

The meeting was called to order by Jim and opened with prayer. 
           Minutes of the August 28

th
 meeting were approved. 

PASTOR’S REPORT: 

 Pastor Russell explained procedures for the annual charge conference to be held at Frankfort UMC, Sunday, Oct. 1 at 4:15.  
We can carpool - meet at EUMC at 3:30 PM.  EUMC will present a skit as part of the West Bay HUB churches “show and tell” 
session after the chili cook-off.   

 Proposed new church governance structure:  Pastor asked the board to consider studying a new governance structure and 
try to implement by the first of 2018.  We would need approval from the District Superintendent to make this change in 
organization, which requires fewer people and fewer meetings.  Explanation of the organization model followed.  
Consensus reached to study the new governance structure, and, with DS approval, implement by January 2018.  

 2018 Noonan Summer Speakers Series:  Kay Coombs reported findings of the 2017 series evaluation and proposed the 
following changes: (1) hold one Sunday worship service at 9:30 AM July thru August; (2) recruit 5 speakers – one to preach 
every other week beginning July 1; Pastor Russell will preach 4 services alternating every other week (3) changing to a less 
formal order of worship; (4) special music will be included; theme: “Crossing the Waters.”  Motion by Kay Coombs to 
approve the 2018 Noonan Summer Speakers Series for July - August, one worship service at 9:30 AM, five (5) speakers, with 
Pastor Russell  preaching alternating weeks; second by Roger Noonan; passed. 

PASTOR-PARISH RELATIONS:  Roger said the meeting with the District Superintendent on Sept. 21, in preparation for the annual 
church charge conference, went well.  She was pleased with all we had accomplished in 2017.  She encouraged us to pursue a new 
sound system.  Roger proposed an old-fashioned “Box Social” to raise funds for missions, in early November.  Sandy will check with 
the Health Dept. to see if a food permit is needed if open to the public.  
FINANCE:  Gerrie reviewed our finances.  Ministry Shares paid to date: 7%.  We are hopeful that year-end contributions will improve 
this situation. Income year-to-date: $97,695.71.  SEPT: Income received - $8,109.30 (require $11,285 to meet expenses); UMCOR 
Disaster Relief donations, as of Sept. 24 - $1,490.12.  A complete report is posted on the south wall bulletin board. 
TRUSTEES:  Sue reported that the village will complete Michigan St. repaving project this fall.  Our sidewalk will be torn out by the 
village; we will have to replace.  The village will stripe parking spaces; parking in front of the apartments (on Sundays) is discouraged 
by the village.  Other maintenance matters to be completed were reported.  Time Capsule:  Pat Smith is collecting items. 
TEAM REPORTS – Quarterly Reports        
 Memorial: Pat and Barb will send out memorial donation thank you cards.   
 Missions:  Rod presented Missions team quarterly report.  Missions is continuing with monthly loud offerings to the 
Advance; preparing for Operation Shoebox packing and Alternative Christmas Gift Giving Event in Nov. 
 Education: Pat reported that there are 11-12 children that attend Sunday school though not every week; sometimes they 
invite a friend to come. The Sunday school children and parents attended a Beach Bums game; participated in the Anchor Day 
parade.  The classroom was in need of chairs and the men’s group and UMW donated funds to purchase them.     
 UMW: Will prepare and serve the Empire Lions’ dinner on Oct. 2; preparation underway for our annual Christmas Luncheon 
in December - will be recruiting volunteers for both events; will be dispersing annual donations to charities in Nov. 
 Men’s Group:  Bill reported that they purchased Beach Bum tickets and distributed for congregational use; continue 
monthly breakfasts; donated funds to purchase chairs for the Sunday school. 
 Compassionate Care:  Barb reported that the team has updated the sign-up list; currently meals for 2 homebound are 
delivered weekly (soup or meal); approximately 12 cards are mailed each month; track prayer chain concerns for information. 
Hospitality: Jan reported that ushers/ greeters will meet on Oct. 12 to update changes in procedures, and lighting of candles; a 
children’s acolyte class will be held after worship service – date to be determined. 
OTHER BUSINESS: 

 Costco presentation on September 24 after worship went well. 

 Laity Sunday – Oct. 15 – volunteers will be recruited to participate in the worship service 

 2018 Arts & Crafts Show – 3
rd

 Sat. in May – Laurie will be contacting vendors in January 
 
NEXT MEETING: September 25 -  6:30 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Sandy Mallory, Secretary protem 
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JUBILEE HOUSE 

“Sox Box” 

 

Summer, fall, winter, spring – year after year: 

Adults, who use the shelter during its open time (10 

AM to 2 PM) and then walk the streets until an area 

church opens to provide supper, are in desperate 

need of walking shoes! Tennis shoes and hard-

soled shoes give the clients some support.  

 

A Good Idea:  If you don’t happen to have an 

extra pair of tennis or hard-soled shoes, visit a 

resale shop, buy a pair at a low price, and then 

donate them to Jubilee House!  

 

Constant needs include jeans, underwear and, as 

always, sox (five pairs a day are given to clients). 

Backpacks or sturdy big bags (such as store bags for 

.99 or sturdier for $1.99) to carry their belongings 

are blessings.  
 

Items can be placed in the SOX BOX (in the 

Fellowship Hall) at any time. Monetary donations are 

also welcome for shelter staples.  

 

 

 
 

Monday Morning Men’s Group 
9:00 AM 

Lectionary Study with Pastor Russell 

 

Tuesday Bible Study 
9:30 AM 

To resume shortly! 
Watch for announcements in 

Sunday Worship Bulletin 
 

Thursday Group Study 
2:30 PM    

Rev. Tom Petersen, Leader 
Be Holy – Becoming “Set Apart” for God 

Study of Leviticus by Warren W. Wiersbe 
 

 

 
 

Empire Unit 

United Methodist Women 
meet 

Tuesday, October 11 
11:00 AM 

 
On the agenda, the monthly program and planning 
activities for upcoming events (including the annual 
Christmas Luncheon).  Your ideas, suggestions and 
participation will be appreciated! 

The MAIL EVENT 
Grand Traverse District 

Conference 
Saturday, November 11 

Traverse Bay UMC 
9:00 AM – 3:30 PM 

$10 per person (includes lunch) 
 

“Storytelling – Make Plain the Vision” 
Keynote Speaker:   Ray Buckley, author 

 

Rev. Dr. Charles Boayue, workshop leader & 
Detroit Renaissance District Superintendent 

 
Workshops in the afternoon 

 
 

 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://s3.amazonaws.com/static.ragamuffinsoul.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/small_group20logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://carloswhittaker.com/2009/12/small-groups-is-it-time-for-a-change/&h=496&w=921&tbnid=WNsbNAO5b-AutM:&docid=Ku58KMVbk-oBdM&hl=en&ei=CpIFVp_3E8_lervFgogM&tbm=isch&ved=0CCwQMygPMA9qFQoTCJ-kmP3nksgCFc-yHgodu6IAwQ
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Forgotten Girls 
      

by Kay Marshall Strom & Michele Rickett 
 

 “Forgotten Girls” gives us a true and actual account of what 
a young girl’s life might be like in a third world country where 

women and young girls experience rape, physical abuse, lack of 
medical care, forced marriage, incest and murder. 

 Christian ministry organizations like Sisters in Service, Bible 
Faith Mission and others offer these women and girls hope and 
courage with free educational opportunities that have life offering 

changes.  These educational opportunities over the years help to improve the health and welfare of the whole 
community.   
 After reading this book you will be thankful that your grandchildren live in the United States of America 
and not a third world country.   
 Check out the “reading program” area on the United Methodist Women’s shelf located next to the class 
room.  If you need help locating this book speak to Kay Coombs, Jean Petersen or Sandy Mallory. 

 
 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 
To All Members and Clergy of The United Methodist Church: 
 Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ! This year marks a significant moment in the 
life of the whole Christian Church: the 500

th
 anniversary of the beginning of the Protestant 

Reformation.  Already the year has been punctuated by moments of commemoration across the 
world.  Churches from many traditions have gathered to give thanks for the renewing impulses unleashed 
by the Reformation, repent for the ongoing brokenness and dividedness of Christ’s body, and look 
forward in hope to the healing and unity of the Church. 
 Each year many churches observe Reformation Day on October 31

st
 or the preceding Sunday, 

remembering the day Martin Luther first made his 95 theses public in 1517.  As we approach the fall and 
look toward the 500

th
 anniversary of this event, I encourage United Methodists everywhere to mark this 

occasion throughout the month of October with study, prayer, and joint worship with ecumenical 
partners.  

                Bishop B. Michael Watson - Ecumenical Officer – Council of Bishops -The United Methodist Church 
 

 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  
SHOE BOX POSTAGE  
Sunday, October 29 your LOUD Offering will be used  
to ship the shoe boxes filled with small presents  
to children around the world.  

 The shipping cost for each box is $9.  
 

The children thank you!!! 

 



THE BEACON                                                                                                                                                OCTOBER  2017 

Fall Church Conference   

Sunday, October 1  
 
The annual Empire UM Church Charge Conference will be held at October 1 at 4:15 p.m. 

at the Frankfort UMC.  All members are encouraged to attend and elect the slate of officers 
for 2018, approve pastor compensation and conduct other EUMC business.   (All West Bay 
HUB churches hold their charge conferences at Frankfort UMC this year.) 

Chili Cook-off at 5:00 PM:  Each church will bring two to three pots of chili  
 to be tasted and shared. 
Visioning Showcase at 5:45 PM:   The West Bay HUB churches will share their vision and 

core values.   Everyone who attends will be invited to vote for their favorite pot of chili with 
their dollars.   After the meal, the money will be counted and the winner announced.  The 

winning church will be asked to share all donations collected with their favorite mission. 
The West Bay HUB (Empire, Frankfort, Elberta, Traverse Bay, Leland, Keswick, Lake Ann, Northport UM churches) is 

an opportunity for us to show support of our church leadership, meet new folks, and view visioning projects from other 
churches.  

We will carpool from EUMC to Frankfort UMC.  Depart:  3:30 PM.   
 
 

WORLD WIDE COMMUNION SUNDAY – 

OCTOBER 1 

 On the first Sunday in October, United Methodist congregations join many 

Christian churches across the globe in celebrating World Communion Sunday. 

 World Communion Sunday began as World-Wide Communion Sunday at 

Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania in 1933. The Rev. Hugh 

Thompson Kerr and his congregation sought to demonstrate the interconnectedness of 

Christian churches, regardless of denomination. 

 Rev. Kerr appropriately chose the sacrament of Holy Communion to symbolize this 

unity.   

 “The term Holy Communion invites us to focus…on the holiness of our communion 

with God and one another,” states This Holy Mystery, The United Methodist Church’s 

official statement on the sacrament. 

 In 1940, the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America, which included all of the predecessor denominations of The 

United Methodist Church, adopted World-Wide Communion Sunday. The global celebration occurs on the first Sunday in October. 

 In connection with the celebration of World-Wide Communion Sunday, the Methodist Church collected a special offering for 

the Fellowship of Suffering and Service. The Methodist Commission on Overseas Relief, the forerunner of today’s United Methodist 

Committee on Relief received half of the offering. The other half was divided between two agencies that ministered to military 

members: the Methodist Commission on Chaplains and the Methodist Commission on Camp Activity. 

 Today, The United Methodist Church celebrates World Communion Sunday with 

congregations all over the globe. Followers of Jesus Christ in large churches and small, on 

farms and in cities, in ornate buildings and under tents, gather to receive the bread and cup 

of Holy Communion. 

 Some will receive cubes of bread. Some will tear from a common loaf. Some will 

receive a wafer. 

 Some will drink from a common chalice. Some will dip a piece of bread into the 

cup. Some will have individual glasses. 

 Some will use wine; some juice. Some will offer both. 

 Pastors will lead a variety of liturgies, in many languages. Clergy will dress 

traditionally, formally, and casually. 

Despite the differences in our denominations and traditions, we celebrate our unity in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

In The United Methodist Church, World Communion Sunday continues to be a special giving Sunday. The monies raised today help 

provide scholarships for racial and ethnic minority students in the US, and students worldwide. 

 Give generously to The United Methodist Church’s World Communion offering. Your gifts will assist those whom God has 

gifted to learn and to serve in the name of Jesus Christ.                        By JOE IOVINO, United Methodist Communications 

http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/world-communion-sunday
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/an-open-table-how-united-methodists-understand-communion
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/communion-this-holy-mystery
http://umcor.org/
http://umcor.org/
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   Men’s Breakfast 
 Saturday, October 14  
    2nd Saturday of each month 
 

          8:30 AM 
 
    Fellowship Hall 
 Invite a friend or two! 
 
 

 
 
 

FALL FESTIVAL 
SWISS STEAK DINNER 

 

Freewill Offering 
 

Friday, Oct 27 
4:30 PM – 7:00 PM 

 
 

Shop at the COUNTRY STORE 
for 

Attic Treasures – Crafts 
Baked Goods  

Featuring home-made pies for the holidays! 

 

Empire United Methodist Church 
10050 Michigan St – Empire 

231.326.5510                                                             EMAIL: empireumc@centurytel.net 
  

mailto:empireumc@centurytel.net
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MONTHLY CALENDAR 
1ST Sunday of every month: 

Holy Communion served – all are welcome 
Leelanau Area Food Pantry Collection 
Donations of canned goods and packaged food are 
collected for the Leelanau Area Food Pantry.  The pantry is always in need of 

volunteers.  Please contact Pastor Russell, Barbara Foged or Sue Palmer for more information. 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETS MONTHLY – 4th TUESDAY: all committees meet at 6:00 PM;  
 6:30 PM Administrative Council.    Your participation is encouraged and your support is appreciated! 
Last Sunday of every Month:  
Loud Offering – to help a wide variety of charities and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for people in need). 
 

 
 
 
 

 
     COUNTERS: 
   10.01 Bill Lyon          Sandy Mallory 
   10.08 Barb Foged     Sue Palmer 
   10.15 Marilyn Johnson Gerri  Sorbie 
    10.22 Kay Coombs  Roger Merillat        
   10.29 Rod Meade  Kay Wilcox 

 
  USHERS:       READERS: 
10.01 Jack Gardner JoAnne Beare   10.01 Tom Petersen 
10.08 Pete Mallory Jim Fowler   10.08 Meredith Goodrick 
10.15 Bruce Alton Jim Dorsey   10.15 Sandi Flack 
10.22 Bill Lyon Jim Sorbie   10.22 Rod Meade 

            10.29    Dan Davis          Tim Egeler              10.29    Kay Coombs  
 

 

That the Empire United Methodist Missions Commission works 

diligently to be the “hands and feet” of Jesus in our world.  They work with the Leelanau 
Food Pantry; collect clothing and personal hygiene items for the Jubilee House (serving 
the homeless) in Traverse City; stand ready to provide fund raising community dinners for 
church members or community members needing financial help with medical expenses.   
 
On a monthly basis (last Sunday of each month), loud offering collections are taken 
during worship services to support mission in the 6 Lanes –Advance (support above and 
beyond our Ministry Shares) for local, national and international mission projects, i.e. 
Church World Service Blankets through sale of hand crafted Valentines, missionary 

support to the Rev. Ut and Rev. Karen Voto in Viet Nam, Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for local persons in need), and highlight Special 
Sunday Offerings for “One Great Hour of Sharing” (funds go to administrative costs for UMCOR), and Operation Christmas Child – 
Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox project; UMCOR Disaster Relief to name a few).   

 

Coming soon our “Alternate Christmas Gift Giving” Event, Saturday, November 25 – an 

opportunity to purchase a Christmas gift with two-fold purpose: (1) to give a gift in honor/memory of family or 
friend, and (2) to support a worthwhile charity.  We hope to see you there! 

  

Our Vision Statement:   
Be a Companion in Faith to All, That Jesus Christ May Live in All. 
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The Hands & Feet of Christ 
132 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2017 
The Beacon is published monthly by The EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH.  Our mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street, 

Empire, MI 49630.  We can be reached at 231.326.5510 or 
www.empireumc@centurytel.net.  Information and items for publication 
must be received at the church office by the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“To live out a faith in Jesus Christ through our efforts to hear others, 
share in God’s truths, join in worship, and celebrate in the Joy of 
God’s grace.”  
 
10:30 AM  Worship Service 
                Sunday School & Nursery (during worship service) 
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
9:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study - Pastor Russell Logston 
10:00 AM  Worship Team 

TUESDAYS 
9:30 AM  Bible Study with Pastor Russell Logston 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00  Church Office open 
10:00 AM  Worship Team  
2:30 PM  Bible Study – Rev.  Tom Petersen 
4:00 PM  Choir rehearsal  
 
 
 

 

 
  

 
 
                 EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
PO Box 261 - 10050 Michigan Street 
        Empire  MI  49630 
 
Rev. Russell K. Logston, Pastor 
(231) 326-5510              
empireumc@centurytel.net 
pastor_empireumc@centurytel.net  
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church    TO: 
Website: www.empiremiumc.org 

 
 

http://www.empireumc@centurytel.net/
mailto:empireumc@centurytel.net

