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HOW IS 
YOUR 
PATH? 

According to a 
sermon illustration I 
came across, early 
African converts to 
Christianity were 
earnest and regular 
in private 

devotions. Each one reportedly had a separate spot in the 
thicket where he would pour out his heart to God. Over time 
the paths to these places became well worn. As a result, if 
one of these believers began to neglect prayer, it was soon 
apparent to the others. They would kindly remind the 
negligent one, "Brother, the grass grows on your path."1  

Throughout Lent on Sunday mornings we have been 
talking about what John Wesley called the “Means of grace.”  
These he identified as “outward signs, words, or actions, 
ordained of God, and appointed for this end, to be the 
ordinary channels whereby he might convey to men, 
preventing, justifying, or sanctifying grace.”2   

Basically the means of grace are the ordinary God-given 
activities and practices through which we encounter and 
strengthen our connection with God.  Wesley listed the most 
basic of these as taking part in communion, prayer, and the 
study of scriptures. These were the primary activities he saw I 
Christ, and which the scriptures commended us to do.  
Besides these, others such as fasting, attending worship and 
church classes, and acts of mercy are also considered.  
Wesley wasn’t intending on limiting the way God may work 
as much as he was pointing out the necessity of practicing 
certain spiritual disciplines as a way of finding God and 
continuing to grow in grace.   One should question 
themselves as to how they are keeping faith alive within 
themselves and growing spiritually on a daily basis. How does 
God speak to you? 
 

                                                           
1 Today in the Word, June 29, 1992 
2  http://wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/the-sermons-of-john-wesley-1872-edition/sermon-16-

the-means-of-grace/ 
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During Lent the desire is to spend our time strengthening 

our spiritual walk, so that we may be able to better 
comprehend and share in the miracle of the resurrection.   I 
have always felt it possible for a person to attend church on 
Easter morning and have the real message of Christ’s 
resurrection fall on spiritually deaf ears, if such a person has 
not truly taken the time to try and understand the reason 
Christ died.   The spiritual disciplines that Wesley spoke of are 
well worth the effort to keep within our lives in order to fend 
off such deafness.   I guess one can say that the task is to not 
let the grass grow on your path.     

Over the span of life people sometimes get the feeling 
that God is at a distance.  Sometimes people may not feel the 
reality of God within their life.   I would suggest three 
thoughts in dealing with this question: 1. Continue to strive in 
faith.  Remember that God is always present and not given to 
coming or going based upon our human feelings.   Faith pulls 
the train of our spiritual life and not feelings. 2. Consider that 
such moments might exist as opportunities for personal inner 
growth.  If a child is going to walk he or she doesn’t hold on 
to the parent’s hand forever, but there has to be some 
distance and freedom for the child to find his or her own 
strength and capacity. This doesn’t mean that the mother or 
father is far away or unprepared to catch the child if he 
should fall.  3. Take time to reinvigorate and expand one’s 
own participation within the means of grace.   

We will always find that God is indeed present, and we 
will grow that much more to become the person God sees 
within us.   

Blessings and peace, 
Pastor Russell 
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====================== 

Palm Sunday – March 20 
Palm Sunday (also called Passion Sunday) is the beginning 

of the Christian observance of Holy Week. It begins with the 
celebration of Jesus' entry 
into Jerusalem before the 
Passover Festival (see 
Mark 11:1-10, Matthew 
21:1-11, Luke 19:28-40, 
John 12:12-19). The 
name, Palm Sunday, 
comes from this same 
story. "A very large crowd 
spread their cloaks on the 

road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread 
them on the road. The crowds . . . were shouting, 'Hosanna to 
the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name 
of the Lord." (Matthew 21:8-9, NRSV) 
 The Palm Sunday service also includes references to 
what is to come during the somber week to follow, when 
Jesus' Crucifixion takes place. The celebration and loyalty of 
the entry into Jerusalem turns into the pain and betrayal of 
Good Friday. 
 The Sunday before Easter is Palm/Passion Sunday. 
In the "Palm" portion of the service, we remember Jesus' 
joyous entry into Jerusalem. Palm branches are handed out; 
festive hymns are sung which remind us of this triumphant 
story. (See Mt. 21:1-11, Mk. 11:1-11, Lk. 19:28-40.) 
 In the "Passion" emphasis of this Sunday, we look 
ahead to the events of Holy Week, to the suffering and 
crucifixion of Jesus. The origin of passion is the Latin pati 
meaning "to suffer." Passion refers to the suffering of Christ 
between the night of the Last Supper and Christ's death. This 
story is told in Mt. 26:14-27:66, Mk. 14:1-15:47, and Lk. 
22:14-23:56.   -- Mary Jane Pierce Norton 

  General Board of Discipleship, UMC; Tennessee, USA 

 
Jesus said to them, 

“I have eagerly desired 

to eat 

this Passover with you …” 

~Luke 22:15 

 
 

YOU ARE INVITED 
TO CELEBRATE 
A SEDER 
For Maundy Thursday 

Date:    March 24 
Time:    6:00 PM 

Location:   Fellowship Hall 
R.S.V.P. (Sign-up Sheet on Table next To Kitchen) 
This meal is a Christian version of the Jewish Passover Seder, 

or ritual meal, modified for use in families. It is most effective 

in teaching children (and parents, too) the tradition of 

Communion, a representation of the Last Supper of our Lord 

with his apostles.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tenebrae 
Service   
1:00  PM 
The word "Tenebrae" comes 

from the Latin meaning 

"darkness." The Tenebrae is an 

ancient Christian Good Friday service that makes use of 

gradually diminishing light through the extinguishing of 

candles to symbolize the events of that week from the 

triumphant Palm Sunday entry through Jesus' burial.  

 

This increasing darkness symbolizes the approaching darkness 

of Jesus' death and of hopelessness in the world without God. 

The service concludes in darkness, sometimes with a final 

candle, the Christ candle, carried out of the sanctuary, 

symbolizing the death of Jesus. A loud noise may also sound 

symbolizing the closing of Jesus' tomb. The worshipers then 

leave in silence to ponder the impact of Christ's death and 

await the coming Resurrection.  

Volunteers are needed to prepare the meal and participate 

as readers. 

RSVP/ sign-up sheet on table next to kitchen door. 
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AD BOARD MINUTES 
JANUARY 31, 2016 
The meeting was held after worship service.  Pastor Logston 
opened the meeting with prayer at 11:45 AM.  The following 
attended:  Gwen Denny, Gerri Sorbie, Jan Lyon, Bill Lyon,  
Pat Smith, Jim Coombs, Joanne Beare, Carole Merillat, 
Meredith Goodrick, , Sandy Mallory, Sue Palmer and Jeanette 
Daniel.   
The minutes for December 30 and Dec. 6

th
 were approved. 

 
FINANCE: 
Gerri Sorbie reported on finances. Consensus reached to pay 
snow plowing bills monthly, rather than wait until the end of 
year.     
 
MINISTRY GOALS: A detailed review of the ministry goals for 
ad council and ministry teams was given.   
 
TRUSTEES:  Sue Palmer is the new trustee chair and Gwen 
Denny is secretary.  They are committed to getting the new 
signage in place.  Washer in parsonage needs attention. 
 
WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT:   Jim Sorbie is working on this and 
will give a demo on how committee chairs can use it at the 
next meeting.  
 
PASTOR/PARISH RELATIONS:  Meredith Goodrick is the new 
chair.  Pastor/Parish team will meet quarterly.    “Adopt a 
Highway” is going to be the same section on M22 and Roger 
and Carole Merillat will head this committee.  New bibles 
recognition service is planned. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Bill Lyon moved to adjourn at 12:50 p.m.; 
seconded by Meredith Goodrick. 
 Respectfully submitted,  Jeanette Daniel 
 

AD BOARD MINUTES   

FEBRUARY 28, 2016 
Pastor Russell opened the meeting with prayer at 11:50 AM 
following the morning worship service.  Present: Roy Pentilla, 
Jan Lyon, Bill Lyon, Gerri Sorbie, Sandy Mallory, Meredith 
Goodrick, Sue Palmer, and Jeanette Daniel. 
 
FINANCES:   The new computer has been set up and Quick 
Books software has been installed. Checks can now be 

printed.  Roy is reviewing church/parsonage insurance;  the 
Conference has offered another carrier.  Gerri discussed on-
line giving which is now available; people need to contact her 
if they wish to do online giving. 
 
TRUSTEES:   Planning for the new exterior sign is in progress.  
Careful consideration of placement and wording are being 
studied.  A June completion date is anticipated.  The motion 
sensor light has been fixed.  Steve feels he can be back on the 
job this summer.  “The Gardening Angels” will be asked to do 
weeding/maintaining church landscaping. The pews still need 
to be cleaned, stripped and reworked to look good in time for 
summer.   
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  A Seder Service and Meal is being 
planned for March 24 - Maundy Thursday.  Summer Worship 
is ready and in Rev. Kay’s capable hands.  As part of VCI, our 
vision statement needs to be addressed.  The Administrative 
Council will meet at 6 p.m. April 5 to address this. The Web 
Site will be demonstrated next month.  Adopt-a-Highway is 
going to be led by the Merillats.  The training kit is available 
and volunteers are needed.  We need to advertise the area 
we are adopting and get more people involved. 
 
DINNER-THEATER:  Pat Smith is director and rehearsals have 
begun on Tuesdays at 6:00 PM.  There are still some roles 
open if you would like to participate.  Help with props, 
advertising, planning and preparing the dinner is always 
welcome as well. 
 
SUMMER SPEAKERS SERIES:   Planning process on target. 
 
Bill moved to adjourn at 12:40; seconded by Jeanette Daniel.  
Next meeting date will be determined.   
 Respectfully submitted,  Jeanette Daniel 

 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 
 

  
 

BEGINS 2:00 AM  
MARCH 13    
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“It’s A Cool 
       Life” 

 
Dinner 

Theater  
June 3-4 

 

Plans are being made for the next EUMC dinner 
theater production “It’s A Cool Life,” by Pat Hines 
(produced by special arrangement with Christian 
Publishers). 
 
Pat Smith, director, is busy rounding up a cast of 
“characters” for the play, set in the late 1950s at 
Christmas time.   Three scenes take place at Pop’s 
Place, a soda shop/grocery store.   
 

A delicious dinner will be served during scene 
changes.    If you would like to be in the cast, 
prepare dinner or serve it, or round up props, make 
scenery or do advertising, let 
Pat know as soon as possible.  
 
“It’s A Cool Life” promises to be 
another rip-roarin’ good time!  
Mark your calendars now! 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Empire United Methodist Women unit will 
meet Tuesday, March 8 at 11:30 AM.  Please note 
date change (for March only). 
 

 
SUNDAY, MARCH 6 

First to arrive and last to leave … that’s what is said 
of the United Methodist Committee On Relief. 

What keeps UMCOR going for the “long haul” is the 
One Great Hour of Sharing celebrated March 6.  
It is one of the six church-wide Special Sundays 
with offerings of The United Methodist Church. 

One Great Hour of Sharing enables UMCOR to live 
out its mission to alleviate human suffering and 
respond to natural or human-caused disasters. 
And, it’s your gifts that make it possible for UMCOR 
to use 100% of all other contributions on the 
projects our donors specify, instead of on 
administrative or fundraising costs. 

UMCOR does not receive United Methodist World 
Service or apportionment (ministry shares) funds, 
so without your offerings, UMCOR would not exist.  

 

 

  

http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/one-great-hour-of-sharing
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/one-great-hour-of-sharing
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://stjconnect.org/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/OGHS_FB_Set1_No5-300x300.png&imgrefurl=http://stjconnect.org/upcoming-events/&h=300&w=300&tbnid=7oIzAVjwf_P7gM:&docid=o6RF6gwA_z8UcM&hl=en&ei=r_LIVqXPGJS6jwOTwr34Aw&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwjl4tPIu4fLAhUU3WMKHRNhDz8QMwhuKEYwRg
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cmvic.net/pictures/2014/2/Easter Sunday webpage.jpg&imgrefurl=http://techimagehd.com/2016/02/easter-sunday-2016.html&h=300&w=475&tbnid=p7vPZJyMxI8x3M:&docid=pWAVCwrRXxjkoM&hl=en&ei=wofHVrjPEIzSjwOKqZ2oAg&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwi4uJC64YTLAhUM6WMKHYpUByU4rAIQMwhjKGAwYA
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Monday Morning 
Men’s Group @ 9:00 AM  
Study of the Lectionary Readings for Worship 
 with Pastor Russell 

 

Tuesday Morning Group 
Study @ 9:30 AM  
The Lord’s Prayer Study with Pastor Russell 
Begins March 8 
 
Thursday Group Study 
 @ 3:00 PM  
 With Rev. Kay Coombs  
Philip Yancy's book "What is so amazing about 
Grace?" You may purchase this from Amazon.com 
 

 
 
 

 

We surpassed our 
goal of $500! 

Thank you 
for 
purchasing   

127 
valentines   
=  $635 + 
$2 extra. 

 

All proceeds go to Church World 
Service’s Blankets+ Program. 

 
 
 

The social power of 
sacraments 
  By Dave Barnhart 

 One guy in the retirees’ Sunday school class was a 
know-it-all. He was excellent at shutting down discussions 
with his theological pronouncements. He would hold court 
about the political issues of the day. Everyone admired his 
intelligence, and he certainly knew the Bible backwards and 
forwards. He was good at teaching — but not very good at 
listening. Still, the folks in the Sunday school class tried to be 
loving and welcoming, even if he was domineering. 
 One Sunday morning, he was in charge of the lesson 
about Maundy Thursday. He brought in a biscuit wrapped in a 
paper napkin and some grape juice. He said to the group, “As 
you eat this bread and drink this juice, I really want you to 
think about what you’re doing.” 
 “You can’t do that,” said one of the members of the 
class, who happened to be my grandfather. 
 “What?” 
 “You can’t do that. Only an ordained or licensed 
pastor can serve Communion.” My grandfather spoke from 
first-hand knowledge. He had served as a student and local 
pastor decades before. 
 The man blustered something about the priesthood 
of all believers and said, “It’s just symbolic,” but my 
grandfather wasn’t having it. He saw the move for what it 
was: a power grab, an abusive manipulation of the sacrament 
in order to claim authority over the group. The man was 
trying to become their priest. Frustrated in his attempt to 
create his own mini-church within their church, the man 
eventually stopped coming. 
 Until my grandfather told that story, I still had some 
conventional misunderstandings about religious rituals 
kicking around in my head: that we probably make too big a 
deal out of symbols and rituals that the pomp and 
circumstance surrounding liturgy are distractions from the 
more “theological” and practical parts of ministry. In my 
youthful idealism, I dismissed denominational rules about 
clergy and sacraments as holdovers from a more 
authoritarian and hierarchal past.  
 Any baptized believer should be able to preside over 
the sacraments, I would have said. While I recognize that 
people of some other Christian traditions may function 
effectively without ordained pastors and strict rules about 
sacraments, my grandfather’s story helped me grasp the 
meaning of the phrase “sacramental authority,” because I 
understood then that the sacraments can be abused. They 
can be used to gain or exert social power. Paul indicated that 
he knew sacramental authority and social power were 
intertwined when he reprimanded the Corinthians for putting 
too much stock in their baptismal pedigree (1 Corinthians 
1:14-16). In the same letter, he also takes them to task for 
abusing the Lord’s Supper (11:20-26).   
   (continued on next page) 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://s3.amazonaws.com/static.ragamuffinsoul.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/small_group20logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://carloswhittaker.com/2009/12/small-groups-is-it-time-for-a-change/&h=496&w=921&tbnid=WNsbNAO5b-AutM:&docid=Ku58KMVbk-oBdM&hl=en&ei=CpIFVp_3E8_lervFgogM&tbm=isch&ved=0CCwQMygPMA9qFQoTCJ-kmP3nksgCFc-yHgodu6IAwQ
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The social power of sacraments  (continued) 
 
 When a group of people ordain or “set apart” 
someone to have priestly authority over them, they are 
placing their trust in a leader of their community. This is one 
reason why, in the United Methodist Church, the licensing 
and ordination process takes so long. We require candidates 
to have extensive theological and practical education, to 
demonstrate good character, to have some kind of field 
education or ministry experience. We vet them thoroughly, 
because along with sacramental authority goes a good deal of 
social and spiritual power. 
 That social and spiritual power does not exist for the 
glorification of the pastor. It only exists to be distributed to 
others. The body of Christ in the bread and wine empowers 
us to be the Body of Christ in the world, broken and given 
away. The waters of baptism unite us in an egalitarian family 
with every other Christian, where social distinctions fall away 
(Galatians 3:28). 
 Instead of being given away to empower the Body of 
Christ, sometimes sacramental power gets used as a tool for 
selfish purposes. When John Wesley famously refused to 
serve Communion to his ex-girlfriend in Georgia, he was 
abusing the sacrament, and acting much like the blustering 
teacher in my grandfather’s Sunday school class. He paid the 
price. The community rose up against the young Wesley and 
he slunk back to England. 
 We don’t expect those presiding over our 
sacraments to be completely perfect (look up the ancient 
Donatist controversy for some historical perspective), but we 
do expect them not to abuse the sacrament. I’m grateful for 
that story of Wesley’s failure. It shows that the founder of 
Methodism was able to grow beyond his youthful image of 
himself as a “gatekeeper” pastor. It was only after he faced 
his own failures and insecurities as a pastor and a Christian 
that he gained the confidence of his salvation, which gave 
him the spiritual power to become a leader. His brokenness 
allowed room for the Holy Spirit to transform his life, and he 
went on to empower laypeople to become fully committed 
disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 That’s what we need from people who break the 
bread and wine for us: pastors who are not afraid of their 
own brokenness, who see in the sacrament a way for God to 
pour out spiritual power on God’s people and perfect them in 
love. When pastors stand before the table and declare that it 
is not their table, but God's, or when they pour water over a 
new believer’s or an infant’s head and declare they are part 
of God’s new and diverse family, they are using their role to 
empower others and to bring glory to a God who pours out 
power on all God’s people. 
 

 
Dave Barnhart is the pastor of Saint Junia UMC in Birmingham, Ala.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
8:30 
AM    
 
 
 
 

9:00 AM BREAKFAST 
       Served by the United Methodist Women 
 
10:30 AM EASTER SUNDAY 
        WORSHIP SERVICE 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Frozen Baked Pasties 

 

Proceeds go to  
UM Women Mission Projects 

 

Contact Gerri Sorbie, Sandy Mallory 
or Gwen Denny 

http://www.saintjunia.org/
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Men’s Breakfast 

 
Saturday, March 12 

2nd Saturday 
of each month 

8:30 AM 
 

Fellowship Hall 
Bring a friend… Or two, or three! 

 
 

 

 Karen Vo-To 
 Viet Nam Missionary 
Although the government has 
not yet recognized The United 
Methodist Church in Vietnam, 
the church in this Southeast 
Asian country is experiencing 
phenomenal growth, in part 

because of the commitment of its 
local leadership.  
Karen is dedicated to the Women’s 
Ministry - offering shelter, family 
and health education, a literacy 
program and job training. 
Her salary is supported by the West 
Michigan Conference Six Lanes of 
The   Advance. Donations from 
EUMC members will help further 
her projects. 
THANKS!!! 

 

 

MONTHLY CALENDAR 
1ST Sunday of every month: 

 Holy Communion 

 Empire Area Food Pantry 
Collection 

Donations of canned and packaged food are 

collected for the Empire Food Pantry.  
The pantry is always in need of 
volunteers.  Please contact Pastor Russell, Barbara Foged or 
Sue Palmer for more information. 
 

4th Sunday of every month:  
Administrative Council meeting after worship – all are 

invited to participate 
 

Last Sunday of every Month:  
Loud Offering – to help a wide variety of charities and the 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for people in need). 

 
MARCH  USHERS: 
03.06 JoAnne Beare 
 Mary Horney 
03.13 Pete Mallory
 Tim Egeler 
03.20 Dan Davis Jack Gardner 
03.27 Bill Lyon  Jan Lyon 

 
MARCH  Counters: 
3.06 B Lyon   S Mallory   
3.13 B Foged   S Palmer    
3.20 M Johnson G Sorbie 
3.27 K Wilcox  R Meade 
 

 
MARCH  
Nursery Care: 
 
We are in need of volunteers 
to staff the Nursery. 
 
 
 

MARCH READERS 
3.06 T Petersen  
3.13 M Goodrick 
3.20 S Flack 
3.27 J Petersen 
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The Hands & Feet of Christ 
132 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2016 

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

    EMPIRE  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
10050 Michigan Street 
PO Box 261   Empire  MI  49630 
Rev.Russell K. Logston, Pastor 

 
(231) 326-5510        
empireumc@centurytel.net 
pastor_empireumc@centurytel.net  
Facebook.Com/Empire United Methodist Church                           
Website: empiremiumc.org 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
SUNDAYS 

10:00 AM Sunday school for children (during school year) 

  “Donuts & Dialogue” – adult conversations 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
9:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Russell 
10:00 AM Worship Team 

TUESDAYS 
9:30 AM  Tuesday Bible Study with Pastor Russell 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
10:00 AM Worship Team  
3:00 PM  Bible Study with Kay Coombs  
4:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
TO: 

 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“Growing in Christ, Reaching the Community, 

Reaching the World and Winning Souls for Christ” 

 

mailto:empireumc@centurytel.net

