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What have we to be 
thankful for?   Life has 
taught me that often it 
is good and necessary 
to stop and count our 
blessings – just like the 
old hymn says.  Often I 
think that we make the 
mistake of not 
considering the value of 
what we have until it is 

somehow taken away from us.   Perhaps it is easy to feel 
discouraged or overwhelmed in life if all we do is think about 
life’s deficiencies.  However, often this mindset overlooks the 
beauty, potential, and possibilities of life that surround us.  
This mindset doesn’t give credit to the personal and spiritual 
growth that comes from not always having everything that 
we want. 

 Recently I was looking at an article on the Internet 
that was lamenting or perhaps lampooning the mindset of 
the very rich through a set of images.  One picture showed 
the dashboard of a Bentley automobile and the caption read, 
“I hate it when I crash my Aston and I have to take my other 
car to school…”  If a person is rich enough it seems possible to 
fail to appreciate or value the things and maybe the people 
that one has in life.  

 On the other hand if one is poor enough there is the 
tendency to even be able to feel the value of the air one 
breathes as being a gift from God.  I remember that as a child 
I would sometimes be sitting on a stone wall of my church on 
a really hot day, and every time a cooling breeze would blow I 
would think of it as a real blessing sent from heaven.  I think 
that our need often brings about a greater sense of value in 
the things we have or gain, if we stop to think about them.  
Jesus recommended a life removed from the pursuit of 
material wealth.  Instead he called us to see God’s grace and 
mercy even in the flowers and the birds.  How shall we 
appreciate God’s work and presence if the space in our lives 
is crammed with only the things of this world?   

 This is the Christian paradox.  The poor become rich 
and the rich don’t easily find the spiritual wealth that is 
available to every simple soul in this life. 

 There is value in pausing long enough to consider 
the blessings of life and counting the irreplaceable joys and 

people that are around us.  Perhaps in the end the beauty of 
a sunset with a person that you love is one of the things of 
greatest value.  Maybe having the time to see your child take 
his or her first steps makes a person rich indeed.  Knowing 
how to love, and live with a compassionate generosity is true 
wealth.  Contemporary pop singer Meghan Trainor sings a 
song with the lyrics, “I am going to love you, like I am going to 
lose you…”  The song pushes the point that we don’t know 
how long we have together so we should love one another 
like our time is running out.  I think that kind of love for life 
and one another, that counts the blessings, is worth having in 
one’s life. 

 The only thing to add to this is the indescribable gift 
of God’s eternal and unfailing grace.  In Christ the good news 
is that when we allow Him to be a part of our lives there is a 
place where the greatest joys and moments are kept forever.  
We recognize that the beauty and blessings of this life never 
fade, but are translated to heaven and even after this life is 
over, we shall once again find what was lost –family and 
friends, and the beauty of creation, a cool breeze on a hot 
day and the opportunity to once more live for those we love.  
God doesn’t just count the blessings, God creates them.  

 This Thanksgiving count your blessings.  I know that 
you may not have everything that you may want.  I know that 
sometimes I look at life and say, “If only….” However I try to 
accept that even the things that are absent from my hand are 
in some way a blessing from God.  God created the world out 
of nothing.  What might God do with an empty hand?   
 

Blessings and peace,  
  Pastor Russell 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images.clipartpanda.com/free-clipart-thanksgiving-jixEMo9iE.png&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/free-clip-art-thanksgiving-lunch-at-work&h=794&w=800&tbnid=B8lQ427ck-arEM:&docid=JqxfYeh21MFEeM&hl=en&ei=jAsxVvHyLtPboAS5o4mgAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CFoQMygbMBtqFQoTCPHo8vPd5cgCFdMtiAoduVECFA
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Advent Begins  
Nov 29 
Advent is a season of longing and anticipation, 
during which we prepare for the coming of Jesus.  
The church year begins with Advent, as life begins 
with birth, starting four Sundays before Christmas.  
 
 

 

 
Monday Morning 
Men’s Group @ 9:00 AM 
 

Tuesday Morning Group 
Study @ 9:30 AM 
 

Thursday  
Bible Study @ 3:00 PM 
 

Everyone welcome!!!  
 

 
 

Thanks to all who supported the 
 

Annual 
Fall Festival 
Swiss Steak 

Dinner 
 

Great job, 
everyone! 

 

Hanging of the 
Greens 
Before the First Sunday of Advent, EUMC’s annual 
tradition of “Hanging of the Greens,” is held.  As we 
anticipate the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, 
our Sanctuary is prepared for Advent worship services. 
The liturgical color for Advent is blue, which symbolizes 
waiting and hope, or purple, which signifies royalty (and 
penitence).   The evergreen trees are placed on either 
side of the altar and decorated with crismons (hand-
made symbols of Christ [ruler, prophet, priest]; stars, 
crosses, triangles, the “alpha” and the “omega” and 
symbols of the holy Trinity; all in white and gold).  The 
evergreen garlands and wreaths, along with Advent 
banners are hung.  The Advent candle wreath is set up 
for candle lighting and scripture readings on the four 
Sundays in Advent and Christmas Eve.  Poinsettias are 
donated and placed in front of the altar the week 
before Christmas Eve.  We invite everyone to help 
prepare for the Advent season this year.  “Hanging the 
Greens” – Saturday, Nov. 28 at 10:00 AM. 
  
 

Men’s 
Breakfast   
 
Saturday  

November 
       7 

 
 2nd Saturday  
of every month 

8:30 AM   
 

Fellowship Hall  
 

Bring a friend…  
Or two, or three! 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://s3.amazonaws.com/static.ragamuffinsoul.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/small_group20logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://carloswhittaker.com/2009/12/small-groups-is-it-time-for-a-change/&h=496&w=921&tbnid=WNsbNAO5b-AutM:&docid=Ku58KMVbk-oBdM&hl=en&ei=CpIFVp_3E8_lervFgogM&tbm=isch&ved=0CCwQMygPMA9qFQoTCJ-kmP3nksgCFc-yHgodu6IAwQ
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 

October 25, 2015 Meeting 
(Prior to Approval) 

Present:     Janis Lyon, Bill Lyon, Carole Merillat, Jim Coombs, 
Gerrie Sorbie, Sandy Mallory, Roy Pentilla, Kay Coombs,  
Pat Smith, Jeanette Daniel, Pastor Russell Logston 
    Pastor Russell opened the meeting at 11:45 AM with 
prayer. 
    Minutes for the September meeting were approved. 
FINANCIAL REPORT:  Concerns – short fall of $8,000.  We are 
submitting an application for Equitable Compensation from 
the West Michigan Conference.  The application must be 
submitted by Oct. 30. The Board recommended taking formal 
action toward securing these funds.  Motion to secure 
Equitable Compensation funds from the West Michigan 
Conference made by Roy Pentilla, and seconded by Gerri 
Sorbie.  We are trying to catch up with our ministry shares 
and to pay 75% by 12/31/15 and be back on track next year. 
A new computer financial program for payroll would be 
helpful.  Gerri is looking into this. 
SPRC – S. Mallory:  VCI coach, Mark Fiedler, will be back for a 
goal setting workshop for all church members. We are 
tracking well with the prescriptions and making progress. 
TRUSTEES REPORT:  J. COOMBS:   Trustees will meet to make 
recommendations for placement and type of sign and present 
them at our next meeting.  The sign is to be placed on church 
property according to terms of the grant.  It was mentioned 
that the cross and flame help to identify United Methodist 
churches and would be a good inclusion for the signage.     
The nativity set (gift from the Village of Empire) has been 
stored at St. Philip Neri Catholic Church in one of their 
classrooms. We appreciate their help with this storage spot.  
They have asked to share displaying the Nativity with them 
every other year.  Consensus: we will share location display 
with them.   Restoration work still needs to be done on the 
figures.  We will get a group together to do this. 
New candle lighters are needed; and will look into new robes 
for the children acolytes.   
PASTOR’S REPORT:   
Advertising on the Faith page and vouchers with Beach Bums 
has been arranged for coming year.   
Still need to visit other churches and report for a VCI 
prescription.   
Jean Bogart Memorial Service is planned for Sunday, Nov. 8 
at 3:00 PM, light refreshments to be served.   

Website is in progress and Jim Sorbie is working on it.  The 
website is an important part of the prescription as a point of 
connectedness. 
The Christmas offering designation needs to be made at the 
November meeting. 
 Memorial Committee needs to meet. Need hospitality team 
feedback and signup sheet for help with this.  New bibles are 
to be ordered; the version needs to be decided. The cost has 
been covered by generous member.   
Pat Smith reported the Memorial name plaque has been 
brought up to date. 
MISSIONS:  Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes will be 
packed Nov. 15 after worship service. 
OTHER BUSINESS:  Kay Coombs is working on the summer 
service schedule.  She proposed holding a quilt show as a 
fund raiser.  We did this in the past and it was success-
ful.  Anchor Day seems like a good time to do this as a lot of 
people are in town.  Anchor Day is the third Saturday in July.   
Motion to adjourn was made by Jim Coombs at 1:10 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Jeanette Daniel 
Attachment:  Equitable Compensation Application 

 
 

 

Daylight 
Saving 

Time ends  
2:00 AM 

Sun., Nov 1 
 

 
Jubilee House  
Homeless Shelter 
Collection  
(The “SOX BOX”) 
Year-round the need for seasonal clothing 

exists! Jackets, work pants, sweatshirts, hats, 

underwear, belts, men’s shorts and sox are 

greatly appreciated by the people who make use 

of the shelter. There is also the need for 

backpacks and sturdy big bags (such as those 

sold for $2 at Michael’s and JoAnne Fabric – 

coupons could save you with 40% or 50% off) in 

which to carry their belongings when the shelter 

is not open. Items can be placed in the SOX BOX 

(in the Fellowship Hall) at any time. Monetary 

donations are also welcome for house staples.  

           THANK YOU for sharing!!! 
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“MAIN EVENT” 
 

“YOUR CHURCH CAN GROW” 
100 Practical Ideas for Reaching 

Your Community 

 

Rev. Brad Kalajainen – lead pastor 
Cornerstone UMC,  Grand Rapids 

 

NOVEMBER 7, 2015 
Central UMC 

222 Cass St., Traverse City 

9:30 AM to 4:00 PM 
Worship – Missions – Training 

Worship Leader:  Adam Miller with Kathlyn Miller 
District Conference - 11:30 AM 

Registration 9:30 AM       $10 includes lunch                                    
**If planning to attend, see Pastor Russell.  He will 

collect registration: $10 (check: payable to West 
Michigan Conference Treasurer) 

Let’s have a great representation from EUMC 

 

 
 
 

 
READ:   2 Samuel 23:1-7;  

Psalm 132:1-12; 

Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37 

Donuts & 
Dialogue 
On Sundays, from 10:00 

to 10:30 AM, while the 
children are at Sunday school, Pastor Russell will 
hold “Donuts & Dialogue,” an informal gathering of 
parents and other adults who wish to join in 
conversation about church happenings and 
programs. 
 

 
 
 

 

DECORATE THE SANCTUARY  
Saturday, November 28 

10:00 AM 
Chili & Cornbread 

Lunch 
 

 
I will greatly praise the Lord 
with my mouth; yea, I will 

praise Him among the 
multitudes. 

~ Psalm 109:30 
  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cavespringumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/CTKSunday.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cavespringumc.org/category/events/&h=443&w=600&tbnid=E1ZRtO6-NsybkM:&docid=iP4q4uvWEdtZEM&hl=en&ei=Kv8vVrWbCMipoQT81ImoBQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CBoQMygXMBc4ZGoVChMItdiC-t3jyAIVyFSICh18agJV
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United Methodist Women  
Meeting NOV 3 
11:00 AM 
Planning for the Christmas luncheon and selecting missions 

for our annual giving will be on the 

agenda.  The Annual Thank Offering will 

be collected.  All women of the church are 

invited to participate.  

 

 

Fresh-baked (frozen) Pasties are 

available for $5 each;  

see Gerri Sorbie 

 
 

 
November 29 

READ:  Jeremiah 33:14-16;  

Psalm 25:1-10;  

I Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir – Thursdays - 4 PM 
Now rehearsing for the Christmas Cantata 

scheduled for Dec. 13.       Join us! 
 

 

START COLLECTING  
ITEMS NOW! 

Buy items from list (on Fellowship Hall table) 
Bring them to church. 

Donate toward shipping costs $7/box suggested) 
 

SHOEBOXES 
TO BE PACKED 

SUNDAY, NOV. 15 
after worship 

 

 

 

Another end-of-

month LOUD Offering 
for never-ending and 

numerous needs of 

the people in our 
community. Your 

coins and cash that 
crash into the cans 

help relieve the 
stress of rent and 

utility payments, car       
maintenance and gas 

costs. What a 
blessing to those who 

receive and to those who give to the  

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND. 

 

               THANK YOU!!! 

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://mayjesuschristbepraised.com/pictures/2014/9/l-advent1-1-1.JPG&imgrefurl=http://mayjesuschristbepraised.com/events/first-sunday-of-advent&h=350&w=350&tbnid=_k_IS7oI2NFV3M:&docid=VEOlto-FsJLP4M&hl=en&ei=4f8vVtDOJ8fSoAT-rYSoDw&tbm=isch&ved=0CAMQMygAMAA4ZGoVChMIkMPD0d7jyAIVRymICh3-FgH1
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Extravagant 
Generosity  
Giving Campaign 

Thank you to all who participated in 
the Extravagant Generosity Giving 
Campaign.  All of the responses were 
read and we share some of them with 
you. 

 

Things I Love About My Church! 
 The people have become my closest friends. 
 Warm Congregation!  Contemporary Music. 
 Sitting with Bob Z.  Prayer a focus.  Friendly 

people. 
 Love how close it is to home.  The feeling I get 

from service. 
 I feel close to God. The caring for 

others.  Sandy, Kay and Pastor Russell provide 
answers to religious questions 

 I feel loved. I like the warm and welcome 
fellowship. Messages are very good. 

 That this church is willing to self-examine to 
ensure the future for this church. 

 The pastor, the people. Men’s Breakfast, 
Hospitality 

 Music, Gwen is GREAT 

 Church has a strong mission 

 Holding hands and singing "Blest Be the Tie That 
Binds” is a special moment. 

 Enjoy children during children's time. 
 I remember this church praying for John when 

he had his cancer. 
 A Giving Church and Bible studies to help me 

grow from a toddler to a child walking with 
Jesus. 

 Small rural setting of our church, Prayers special 
services and activities, phone calls and meals. 

 The up lifting messages that help me grow in 
my faith. 

 We visited several churches and found this 
church friendly and had a great love of missions, 
we found our new home. 

People Who Made a Difference in My Life 
 Rev. Yatzek,  Mrs. Matthewson, my Sunday School 

teacher, grandmother and a great aunt 

 My parents, John Hatlem, Rev, Carlson 
confirmation minister 

 Ann and Irv Sutherland were our spiritual mentors 

 Rev. Andy Weeks, Miki Barr's living room - Jeanette 
Daniel and Bible Study Group 

 My church friends, family Pastoral leadership Upper 
room writers 

 Rev. Richard Diemer, Gladys Mangas ,Janet Allain 

 Grandma Hines and her bible study at 2PM daily, 
daughter, son in law and grandson Jacob 

 Marilyn Johnson, Sandy Mallory, Bob Grooters, 
Mary Joe Mead, Pastor Brenda, My mother, 

 Blessed neighbor who stepped in to help me when 
my twins were born, another friend who stepped 
into help me in the death of my husband. 

 Diane Axland, Mary Wenger, Pastor Kay. My Mom, 
Intern Pastor Miriam Shreck, Margie Patterson, 
Mona Dye, Miki Barr, Gwen Denny 

 Rev. Logston, my grandparents and my mother's 
sister 
 

Visions and Hopes for My Church 
 That we establish a singular vision and ability to 

focus on our priority 

 I want to see Empire UMC become a vital asset in 
our village and that we grow in our ministries 

 That we attract young families with children 

 Continue our focus on missions, children in SS, a 
new or a good  used organ for worship 

 Increase attendance, more children and families. 
Financially sound 

 Would like to see church grow. 

 Would like to see us build on what already 
exists.  Support groups for congregational needs 
ex. grief, stress and self-esteem 

 Address listing for new residents in area that we 
might reach out to others in the name of Christ 

 
We tried not to repeat the comments unless there were 
names associated with them.  Thank you again for your 
input.   

  Kay Coombs 
 
 

 

November 11 
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All Saints' Day  
    Everybody knows 
Halloween. Some of 
us remember some 
elderly grade school 
teacher who insisted 
that it be spelled 
Hallowe’en – since it’s 
a contraction of All 
Hallows’ Eve.  
    So, what is “All 
Hallows?” It’s the old-
timey name for All 

Saints Day, November 1.  
    In the early days, Christians had to meet secretly and 
developed traditions of honoring the anniversary of local 
martyrs’ deaths. However, during the terrible days of 
persecution under such emperors as Nero and Diocletian, the 
number of martyrs became so great that a separate day could 
not be assigned to each.  
    So, one day was established to remember them all. On the 
first recorded All Saints' Day, St. Basil of Caesarea in 397 
A.D. invited all the Christians of the province of Pontus for a 
feast honoring the fallen.  
 

 
 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S  
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON - DEC 8 

Plans are underway for the 
UMW’s annual Christmas 

luncheon to be held on 
Tuesday, Dec. 8, 11:30 AM 

- 2:00 PM.   
Women from area 
churches and the 

community will be invited 
for lunch and fellowship.   

We invite all women of the 
church to participate by 
hosting a table, preparing 

the meal, or providing 
entertainment.  Look for more information to 

be printed in Sunday worship bulletins.  A 
signup sheet for serving as a hostess, 
preparing food or serving the meal will be on 

a table in fellowship hall; and, make your 
reservation to attend.   
 

 

MONTHLY CALENDAR 
 

1ST Sunday of every month: 
 Holy Communion 

 Empire Area Food Pantry 
Collection 

Donations of canned and packaged food are 
collected for the Empire Food Pantry.  The 
pantry is always in need of volunteers.  Please see Pastor Brenda, Jan 
Fulton, or Gwen Denny for more information. 
 

4th Sunday of every month:  
Administrative Council meeting after worship – all are 

invited to participate 
 

Last Sunday of every Month:  
Loud Offering – to help a wide variety of charities and the 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for people in need). 

 
NOVEMBER  USHERS: 
11.01  T Egeler  
 P Mallory  
11.08  M Horney   
 J Beare 
11.15  B Lyon  J Sorbie 
11.22  J Fowler  B Lyon 
11.29 T Egeler  P Mallory 
 

NOVEMBER  Counters: 
11.01 B Lyon   S Mallory   
11.08 B Foged   S Palmer    
11.15 M Johnson G Sorbie 
11.22 k Coombs R Merillat 
11.29 R Meade K Wilcox    

      
 

NOVEMBER  
Nursery Care: 
11.01 C Hasselbeck 
11.08 J Lyon 
11.15 L Norris 
11.22 J Daniel 
11.29 B Foged 
 
 

NOVEMBER READERS 
11.01 K Coombs  
11.08 M Goodrick 
11.15 S Flack 
11.22 R Meade 
11.29 R Meade 
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The Hands & Feet of Christ 
131 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2015 

 
The Beacon is published monthly by the Empire United Methodist 
Church.  Mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street, 
Empire, MI 49630.  Information and items for publication must be 
received at the church office by the 3

rd
 Wednesday of each month. If 

your email address changes please contact the church office.  Thank 
you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
PO Box 261 - 10050 Michigan Street 
Empire, MI  49630 
(231) 326-5510 
empireumc@centurytel.net 
pastor_empireumc@centurytel.net 
www:empiremiumc.org 
Like us at:   Facebook.com/EmpireUnitedMethodistChurch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
SUNDAYS 

10:00 AM Sunday school – children 
  “Donuts & Dialogue” - adults 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
9:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Russell 
10:00 AM Worship Team 

TUESDAYS 
9:30 AM  Tuesday Bible Study with Pastor Russell 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
10:00 AM Worship Team   
3:00 PM  Bible Study with Rev Kay Coombs 
4:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TO: 
 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“Growing in Christ, Reaching the Community, 

Reaching the World and Winning Souls for Christ” 

 

mailto:empireumc@centurytel.net

