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A Note from our 
Pastor … 
Have you ever wondered about the future? What will happen 

in 2015?  With these thoughts 
in mind I asked this question of 
Google; like a child of the 60’s 
who used to search the future 
with a magic eight ball.  You 
remember those little toys that 
a person could flip over for the 
revealing answer, “Ask Again 
Later.” Google was just as 
informative.  The first thing 
that pops up is predictions of 

the end of the world.  Apparently the year will bring four 
partial eclipses of the moon causing the moon to appear 
blood red.  "NASA has confirmed that the Tetrad has only 
happened three times in more than 500 years - and that it's 
going to happen now." Some religious end-time 
prognosticators declare these signs herald great dynamic 
shifts for our world and the nation of Israel.  Some of these 
blood moons occur during Jewish holy days. 

Personally, I like best the quote given by Professor 
Gary Shogren, a former pastor who studied the New 
Testament at Aberdeen University.  He said: "You’ll never go 
broke predicting the apocalypse.” 

"An eclipse on Passover night seems wildly 
improbable, but we should remember that lunar eclipses only 
happen on full moons and that Passover by definition always 
takes place on a full moon. Sukkoth (The Feast of 
Tabernacles) also by definition coincides with a full moon.” 

"I thought in 2011 we all said we weren’t going to 
fall for this again, when Harold Camping twice missed the 
date of the Second Coming?” 

"It really is no different this time." 
Much else that I read either dealt with predictions 

based on current trends (which while more likely were not as 
entertaining) and other stories of people of the past who 
seemingly made predictions that did come true - like 
president Lincoln who had a dream about his own death days 
before it happened.   

What is the truth about such predictions, and how is 
it possible that sometimes people do experience 
premonitions, foreknowledge, or dreams that come true?  

Biblically, there are many stories of people who are given or 
shown future events.  One cannot completely deny such a 
reality.  Joseph interpreted dreams, Jesus encountered Moses 
and Elijah who spoke with him about the final events of his 
life, and Paul was warned about his arrest before going back 
to Jerusalem.  One can argue that the coming of Christ is 
woven throughout the pages of the Bible.  Many people at 
times have had similar experiences that exceed coincidence. 

What will 2015 bring?  Even though some knowledge 
may exist perhaps no one really knows, but there is one sure 
truth that each of our futures should surely rest upon.  That 
truth is that it is God who ultimate determines who we are, 
what will happen, and what we will become.   It is God who 
forms our future and calls into existence creation and life out 
of nothing.   Therefore we should never fear the future or be 
compelled by a word unless it is God’s word to us.  As the 
New Year comes keep your trust in God alone and look only 
to him for the gifts of life.  In this, what we receive and what 
we don’t receive will be a blessing, and 2015 will be a year in 
which we are drawn closer to God and one another.  I wish 
you a Happy New Year! 

 

 

Maybe You Heard This One? 
 

12 Reasons Why a Pastor Quit  
Attending Sports Events 

 

1.  The coach never came to visit me. 
2.  Every time I went, they asked me for 

money. 
3.  The people sitting in my row didn’t seem 

very friendly. 

4.  The seats were very hard. 
5.  The referees made a decision I didn’t 

agree with. 
6.  I was sitting with hypocrites—they only 

came to see what others were wearing! 
7.  Some games... went into overtime and I 

was late getting home. 

8.  The band played some songs I had never 
heard before. 

9.  The games are scheduled on my only day 
to sleep in and run errands. 

10. My parents took me to too many games 

when I was growing up. 
11. Since I read a book on sports, I feel that 

I know more than the coaches, anyway. 
12. I don’t want to take my children because 

I want them to choose for themselves 

what sport they like best. 
 

In His Service,    Pastor Russell  
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SMALL GROUP 
STUDIES 

 
All are welcome! 

 
 

Monday Morning 
Men’s Group @ 9:15 
Following the Lectionary and led by Pastor Russell, this group 
studies the scriptures to be used for worship service on the 
coming Sunday.    
 

Tuesday Morning 
Group Study @ 9:30 

 
The study of the Parables continues with Pastor Russell 
leading the sessions on Tuesdays at 9:30 AM in the adult 
classroom.  Always room for you! 
 

 

Thursday  
Bible Study @ 3:00 PM 
Starting Thursday, January 15 –  
The History of the Bible: 
The Making of the New 
Testament Canon with 
Professor Ehrman.  This 
lecture series of 12 
segments begins with an 
overview of the New Testament, its earliest writings, 
the letters of the Apostle Paul, the Gospels and more.       
Everyone welcome!!! 

 

 
 
 
Valentines on sale 

Handcrafted valentines, 
made by the Missions 

Commission, will go on 
sale Sunday, Jan. 11. 

Proceeds will go to the 
Church World Service’s 

Blankets+ Program.  
 

During the past year, in the 
U.S., Church World Service 

provided lightweight and 
heavyweight blankets to people affected by 
emergencies or economic hard times.  CWS blankets 
were also distributed internationally to families who 
were displaced through natural disasters, 
homelessness, wars or other catastrophes.   
 
EUMC’s support began in 2004, and through 2014 you 
have generously donated $4,840 for 968 blankets.  
Thank you for your generous support! 
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Grand Traverse  
       District  - UMC 
Words from our  
District Superintendent 
12.11.2014 
 
Christ is just like the human body-a body is a unit and has 
many parts; and all the parts of the body are one body, even 
though there are many.    
         1 Corinthians12:12 (CEB) 

  
Light of Christmas by Owl City is a fun song that talks about 
the many fun things that we do at Christmas time.  We build 
snowmen and wrap presents.   We share “good cheer” in 
ways that look like warm coats and bed rolls.  We go 
shopping and we eat great new treats.  We sing carols and we 
smile—and wish each other well.  But there’s so much 
more!  Mid song, you hear the words, “Light me up and I’ll 
show you the way!”  I finally figured what Christmas is all 
about.  It’s the “light of Christmas shining through” your eyes, 
your smile, all the good that you do!  And then it describes a 
scene “A thousand angels are singing out, to God Almighty, 
we’re bowing down.” 
  
I’m not sure where the Christmas Season finds you this 
year?  This year as folks ask me if I’m done shopping or if I’m 
ready for Christmas my response is easy!  I was ready for 
Christmas months ago.  No cookies baked.  No cards written 
or sent.  And just a few presents purchased.  
  
Wesley came home from Australia a week ago (home for 6 
weeks before he returns to college at Hillsong in Sidney 
Australia).  I’m spending next week with my mom and dad to 
care for them as mom has shoulder surgery.  And then I’m 
taking two weeks off.  During that time we are planning to 
travel to see Kevin’s parents in Alabama! 
  
I am totally ready for Christmas.  I’m ready to be with family 
and friends.  I’m ready to allow the light of Christmas to shine 
through every experience that I am blessed to be a part.  And 
in the gift of the season- I want to dance at the manger’s 
edge and to sing out to God Almighty!  In an unexpected 
encounter, in an unexpected treat, in an unexpected space 
and place!  I pray because of the light of Christ shining 
through me that one person comes to know Jesus this 
Christmas! 
  
“Fall, on your knees!  O hear the angel voices!  O night 
divine, the night when Christ was born!” 
(O Holy Night, Adolph Adam) 

But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them 
in her heart. Luke 2:19  
Merry Christmas, 

 Anita K. Hahn 
 

More GT District News … 
CLERGY EVENTS 
Great Wolf Lodge, February 6-7, Traverse City, MI. 
Individual Reservations are required by calling the toll-
free Central Reservations Department at 1-866-962-
9653 by Jan. 6, 2015. There will be a separate email 
notifying you of the reservation code. Cost for the 
overnight is $89.00 plus tax per room. 
This is a great way for churches to bless their clergy! 
  
Clergy Retreat, March 9-10, 2015 
“BLESSED ARE THEY … 
Caring for Yourself While Caring for Others” 
Facilitator:  Dennis Bromley 
Lake Louise Camp and Retreat Center 
March 9-10, 2015: 3:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
(Arrangements can be made to stay another day on 
either side of our planned retreat time.) 
 Cost $50, 3:00 to 3:00, call Jill at the District Office to 
register. 
   

Interpreter Magazine 2015 Church Enrollment 
Each church is eligible to receive 5 free print editions and now 
UNLIMITED digital editions for church leaders and members 
are available.  Check out the West Michigan Conference 
website for more information. 
 

 2015 UPCOMING LAY SERVANT MINISTRY 
TRAINING 
 Spring Trainings sessions are already scheduled at 
two Grand Traverse District locations:  
North: April 18 and May 16 at Kalkaska UMC 
South: May 2 and 3 at Rivers Edge Log Cabins in Luther 
 Again, both basic and advance classes will be offered 
at both locations.  Cost will be $20 for both days. 
 The following description is taken from the General 
Board of Discipleship. 
“Lay Servants are to serve the local church or charge in any 
way in which their witness or leadership and service inspires 
the laity to deeper commitment to Christ and more effective 
discipleship. This includes the interpretation of scriptures, 
doctrine, organization, and ministries of the church.” 
 If you’d like to learn more about Lay Servant Ministry please 
follow this link: http://www.gbod.org/resources/what-is-lay-
servant-ministries-all-about 

 

tel:1-866-962-9653
tel:1-866-962-9653
http://www.westmichiganconference.org/site/link/BKHLFDHCDGPMFNOCGJHHOGDEJABDIMEJJIGBINLEGKLIOCGFGDDEEIILLKMAIHFGBMHMFAHF
http://www.westmichiganconference.org/site/link/BKHLFDHCDGPMFNOCGJHHOGDEJABDIMEJJIGBINLEGKLIOCGFGDDEEIILLKMAIHFGBMHMFAHF
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Six Lanes  
In the desert places 
build a highway so 
that God can get 
through! --Isaiah 40:3 
  
A Mission Highway 
connects The West 
Michigan Conference 
with millions of people 
and places around the 
world. It’s a highway 
that leads to peace, 
justice, hope and 
freedom in Jesus 
Christ. As we travel 
this highway and meet 
our neighbors, we 
move beyond 
ourselves and into a 

global community.   

 
Through our Ministry Shares, our First Mile Giving, we help 
"build the highway" that allows us to travel into God's world. 
We support a vast network that organizes outreach and 
shares resources that make a difference in the lives of 
millions of people.  Our Ministry Shares support The United 
Methodist Church as it tells God’s Story and lives out God’s 
Love around the globe. 
  
There's a map that helps us travel the Mission Highway.  It's 
called the "Six Lanes of The Advance" and it deals with 
Second Mile Giving above and beyond our basic 
responsibilities for outreach.  This map helps us remember 
that everyone--close by and far away--is our neighbor in Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Our Conference adopts "Advance Special Projects" in these 
Six Lanes and then encourages congregations to become "Six 
Lanes Churches" by supporting at least one project from each 
of the lanes.  A Six Lanes Church also pays 100% of its 
Ministry Shares. 
  
Some of the Six Lanes Projects are as near as Grand Rapids or 
Lansing. Others are as far away as New Mexico or even 
Vietnam.  Wherever they are, these projects are about 
people who are our brothers and sisters in God's family.  
 
Mission is a two-way street open to everyone!  You do not 
need to be a United Methodist, or even attend a United 
Methodist Church, to use these avenues for making a 
difference in the world.  We are not alone on the Mission 
Highway.  We drive in the Spirit.  The Holy Spirit guides us as 
we travel across Michigan and around the 
world sharing God's gifts.  

Front Porch                 

Orphanage 

This United Methodist Orphanage of Zambezi ministers 
to orphans and vulnerable 
children in northern Zambia. 
These children have been 
orphaned by HIV/AIDS and war 
in Angola. Advance gifts will 
help develop a new orphanage 
facility as well as purchase 
equipment, school supplies, 
clinical medicines, and other 
necessary items. Education 
focuses on health and nutrition. 
We can aid the progress with 
cash and coins from January’s 
LOUD offering.   THANK YOU!!!  

          

  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

EUMC members, for showing appreciation to your staff 
at Christmas time.  We are pleased to do our part for 

the church. 

Monthly Loud Offerings are collected as 
part of our Six Lanes giving.  See “Six 

Lanes” articles on this page. 
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2015 CHURCH LEADERS 
LEADERSHIP: 
Jan Lyon, Administrative Council Chair 334-4387 
Vacancy   Administrative Council Vice Chair 
Carole Merillat Lay Leader  326-5809 
Gwen Denny Membership Secretary 709-6902 
Jeanette Daniel Recording Secretary 326-5682 
Sandy Mallory Staff/Pastor-Parish Chair 882-0440 
 

WORSHIP & EDUCATION 
Pastor Russell Worship Chair  326-5510 
Gwen Denny Director of Music  709-6902 
Pete Mallory Head Usher  882-0440 
Pastor Russell Education Chair  326-5510 
Pat Smith Children’s Coordinator 334-3301 
Vacancy  Youth Coordinator 
 

MISSION & MINISTRY 
Marilyn Johnson Missions Chair  326-2081 
Jim Sorbie Habitat for Humanity Rep 326-5728 
Marilyn Johnson Prayer Chain Contact 326-2081 
Steve Miller Adopt-A-Highway 463-2648 
Mary Horney Empire Area Food Pantry 326-2121 
Gerri Sorbie UMW President  326-5728 
Jim Sorbie Men’s Group  326-5728 
 

FINANCE & PROPERTIES 
Roy Pentilla Church Treasurer   
Gerri Sorbie Finance Chair/Secy 326-5728 
Jan Fulton Asst Finance Secy  334-5022 
Jim Coombs Trustees Co-chair  326-5852 
Pete Mallory Trustees Co-chair  882-0440 
Marilyn Johnson Memorial Comm Chair 326-2081 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2015 LAY LEADERSHIP 
STAFF/PASTOR-PARISH COMMITTEE 
Sandy Mallory Chair   882-0440 
Carolyn Pelky Lay Member WMC 325-5712 
Carole Merillat Lay Leader (ex-officio) 326-5809 
Jeanette Daniel    326-5682 
Meredith Goodrick   326-5809 
Jan Lyon     334-4387 
 

LAY LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Pastor Russell Chair   326-5510 
Carole Merillat Lay Leader (ex-officio) 326-5809 
Gwen Denny    790-6902 
Meredith Goodrick   326-5809 
Kay Coombs    326-5852 
Gerri Sorbie    326-5728 
Sandy Mallory    882-0440 
 

TRUSTEES 
Jim Coombs Co-chair   326-5852 
Pete Mallory Co-chair   882-0440 
Carole Merillat Lay Leader (ex-officio) 326-5809 
Eric Foged    326-5998 
Gerri Sorbie    326-5728 
Bill Lyon     334-4387 
Mary Horney    326-2121 
Jerry Denny    709-6902 
Rod Meade    325-8472 
Don Sowa    325-2381 
 

WORSHIP TEAM 
Pastor Russell Chair   326-5510 
Carolyn Pelky Communion Steward 325-5712 
Gwen Denny Director of Music  709-6902 
Carole Merillat Lay Leader (ex-officio) 326-5809 
Sandy Mallory    882-0440 
Jan Fulton (May-Nov)  334-5022 
Ann Pelham (May-Oct)  334-6147 
 

FINANCE TEAM 
Gerri Sorbie Fin Secy/Chair  326-5728 
Pastor Russell    326-5510 
Carolyn Pelky Lay Member WMC 325-5712 
Jan Lyon   Administrative Council Chair 334-4387 
Meredith Goodrick   SPPRC rep  326-5543 
Carole Merillat Lay Leader (ex-officio) 326-5809 
To be named Trustee rep 
Roy Pentilla Church Treasurer   
 
 

(2015 LAY LEADERSHIP continued on next page) 
 
 
 

Each chairperson shall be present to give a report 
at the monthly Administrative Council meeting.  
 If you cannot be present, please submit a written 
report to the Administrative Council chair before 
the meeting. 

All team/committee members are a part of the 
Administrative Council meetings and are 
encouraged to attend and participate. 

 

The Congregation is encouraged to attend and 
participate in the Administrative Council meetings 
– where decisions and recommendations are 
made regarding the ministry and operation of our 
church. 

 

The Administrative Council meets the 4
th

 
Sunday of each month, after worship, 

in the Adult SS classroom. 
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(2015 LAY LEADERSHIP continued) 

 
EDUCATION TEAM 
Pastor Russell Chair   326-5510 
Jeanette Daniel    326-5682 
Loretta Schoch    334-0190 
Jan Fulton    334-5022 
Gwen Denny    709-6902 
Pat Smith    334-3301 
Candi Hasselbeck   (513) 659-5493 
Barbara Fowler    334-8113 
 
 

MEMORIAL TEAM 
Marilyn Johnson Chair   326-2081 
Roy Pentilla Church Treasurer 
Lee Bates    334-6220 
Marcella Bodoh    326-5260 
Patricia Smith    334-3301 
Heather Stoddard   835-0561 
Rod Meade Trustees rep  325-8472 
 
 

MISSIONS COMMISSION TEAM 
Marilyn Johnson Chair   326-2081 
Jim Sorbie Habitat rep  326-5728 
Rod Meade    325-8472 
Steve Miller    463-2648 
Sandy Mallory    882-0440 
 
 

DREAM TEAM (VISIONING & PLANNING) 
Sandy Mallory    882-0440 
Bob Norris    228-6442 
Lee Bates    334-6220 
Bob Manning    326-5384 
Linda Norris    228-6442 
Marilyn Johnson    326-2081 
Marcella Bodoh    326-5280 

& members of the congregation 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM 
Marilyn Johnson    326-2081 
Marilyn Bratt    334-3611 
Jenny Grooters    256-1369 
 
  

 
 
 

 
Next meeting:   

Tuesday, Jan. 20, 2015 
All women are invited! 

 
 
 

Jubilee House Homeless 
Shelter Collection   
The clothing and other items you’ve given 

over the years have been needed and 

appreciated!!! 

 

With January 

temperatures 

and snow 

descending 

the need 

continues for 

heavy jackets, 

work pants, 

sweatshirts, medium-weight clothes, 

underwear, heavy socks; also BACKPACKS 

and/or BEACH BAGS (to house a homeless 

person’s belongings as he/she walks the 

streets daily). 

The SOX BOX for the items is in 

Fellowship Hall.   

THANK YOU for sharing!!! 

Quarterly meetings (JAN/APR/JUL/OCT) are 
required and chair updates the Administrative 

Council regarding  goals and results  
when accomplished. 
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EUMC Men’s 
Breakfast    

 
 

Saturday, Jan. 10 
 

Every 2nd Saturday 
of the month 

@ 8:30 AM – Fellowship Hall  
Bring a friend (or 2 or 3)!  

 

 
Baked Potato  
Smorgasbord - 
Jan. 18 
 The Annual Baked 
Potato Smorgasbord will be 
held Sunday, Jan. 18 after 
worship.  Delicious baked 
potatoes, with an assortment 
of toppings, salads, desserts and 
beverage will be served.   
 Meet and greet the 
2015 church leaders and 
Mr. Potato Head, Tater Tot 
and Sweet Tater.    
 A sign-up sheet for food donations will be on a 

fellowship hall table.                  See you there! 
 

MONTHLY CALENDAR 

 
1ST Sunday of every month: 

 Holy Communion 

 Empire Area Food Pantry Collection 
Donations of canned and packaged food are collected for the Empire 
Food Pantry.  The pantry is always in need of volunteers.  Please see 
Pastor Brenda, Jan Fulton, or Gwen Denny for more information. 

 
4th Sunday of every month:  
Administrative Council meeting after worship – all are 

invited to participate 
 

Last Sunday of every Month:  
Loud Offering – to help a wide variety of charities and the 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (for people in need). 
 

Two Weeks-at-a-Glance – the weekly 
calendar bulletin insert lists events, meetings, 
etc. at EUMC for two weeks at a time – great for a bulletin 
board or refrigerator door at home to keep you informed. 
 

 
JANUARY USHERS: 
01.04  B Norris  
 J Sorbie 
01.11  J Coombs   
 P Mallory 
01.18  D Davis  J Gardner 
01.25  E Foged B Lyon 
 
 
 

JANUARY  Counters: 
01.04 D Daniel S Mallory 
01.11 B Foged  S Palmer 
01.18 M Johnson G Sorbie 
01.25 R Meade K Wilcox 

 
 

JANUARY  
Nursery Care: 
01.04 J Daniel 
01.11 B Foged 
01.18 M Goodrick 
01.25 C Pelky    
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The Hands & Feet of Christ 
131 Years in Empire 

1884 – 2015 

 

The Beacon is published monthly by the Empire United Methodist 
Church.  Mailing address is: PO Box 261 – 10050 Michigan Street, 
Empire, MI 49630.  Information and items for publication must be 
received at the church office by the 3

rd
 Wednesday of each month. If 

your email address changes please contact the church office.  Thank 
you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EMPIRE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
PO Box 261 - 10050 Michigan Street 

Empire, MI  49630 
(231) 326-5510 

empireumc@centurytel.net 
pastor_empireumc@centurytel.net 

 
Like us at:   

          Facebook.com/Empire United Methodist Church 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

EUMC Mission Statement 
“Growing in Christ, Reaching the Community, 

Reaching the World and Winning Souls for Christ” 
 

SUNDAYS 
9:30 AM  Adult Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
10:40 AM Sunday School for Children 
8:00 PM  AA Group 

MONDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
9:15 AM  Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Russell 

TUESDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
9:30 AM  Tuesday Bible Study with Pastor Russell 
5:30-6:30 pm Kingdom Kids  
7:00 PM  Choir rehearsal 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
8:00 PM  NA Group 

THURSDAYS 
9:00-1:00 Church Office open 
10:00 AM Worship Team   
3:00 PM  Bible Study with Rev Kay Coombs 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TO: 
 

mailto:empireumc@centurytel.net

